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KEITH SMITH'S REMARKS ON PHOTO-ETCHING 

I at.arted photo-•llkacreenlng in 1964 ,1.nd photo-etching ln 

I9b5, Ver,1. Berdlch, pioneer in working •lth mixed medi.it. 

In pr\ntm.1.klng, ""ii.a my etcbln& teacher in the Art ln•tilute 

achool and ahe er,coura&ed my \ntareat In maklng print• by 

photo-etching. 

Thia h1 done by co.ating the copper etching plate ,-1\th 

a 1en1itizer and then expoal11g ,1. h.1.U-tone film poaltive on 

the plate, Flrat we uaed .il photo-Oood bulb for a long 

expcuure, but later the school purchaaed an arc lamp for 

tb\1 purpoae and the expoauTe waa cut down conai,.., .... bly. 

After expoaure the plate l1 developed, then rlnaed in water 

which leave• .ii. atencll on the plate. All the white areaa 

have thla atencil, the black• are the bare area, of the plate. 

The plate i1 then bitten in a.Id (the bl.ck• bite becauae 

there ia no atencll protecting tho•e area• of the plat-, from 

the acid). The pbotogTaphic picture appear, neaative on 

the copper plate and then print• poaltlve. 

Theae etchin&• are not hand colored. All the color la applled 

to the plate with tiny pieces ol cotton and then prlnted. I Ink 

the plate only once. Some worker• with thl1 mediwn Ink the 

plate 1ep.1,rately for each color and then print •evera.l tlme• 

for one print. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS COMBINED WITH DRAWING 

On this panel are abown photograph• by Keith Smith to wb.icb be has added 

drawing by hand. ln these example• drawing paper haa been senaltlzed 

with photographic emulsion to accept the photographic exposure. 

The three works on the left of the panel are drawings ""ilh film poaltlve 

overlays of acetate aheet film. Keith Smith's explanation of thla method 

of combining photography with dr,wlng follows: 

Some photographs I prlnt on sheet fllm rather than photographic paper. This 

allows me to easily combine the photograph with a drawing or area a of color, 

by placing a sheet of drawing paper behind the transparent photograph. Upon 

this sheet of paper 1 can draw or color, or sometimes I coat the drawing 

paper with light-sensitive emulsion and prlnt upon it. Since this photograph 

is on drawing paper, I ca.n ea ally combine it with drawing. Sometimes I 

silkscreen thln transparent areas on theae pictures. 
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