Jonuery 12, 1965,

Mr. Lyle Bongé,
1433 West Howard Street,
Biloxi, Missiseippi.

Desr Lyle Bongé:

I was much plessed to have & letter from you this morning for I have thcught
about writing you ever since Jonathan Willlems was here. I wes walting un-
til the exhibition dates for the next year had been fixed &nd now I sm en-
closing the schedule. 8o you see there will be plenty of time for &any prepe=
rations either you or we have to mske,

We show prints as the photographers make them &nd I heve a predilection for
the small - &t least normal sized -~ print and there will be no complicutions
becauge of emlarging, ete, We prefer to have the prints ummounted as we have
supplies of glsss and mounting boirds in certein sizes and would rather do

the matting here. I assure you that everythlng wiii be handied with cere and
consideration and thet there will be no dumages. We use s tape [or mounting
which lesves no treces of adhesives when the photogruaphs sre removed irou the
temporary mats before they are returned to the photogragher. However, if you
heve prints already matied which you wish to show, we can &rrsnge to nan; them,

I would like to have sbout 100 printe, as I told Jonathun Villiums, <o there
will be sowe latitude for selection and urrengement in the hanging. We heve
& nevw gellery end wmore room and I pelleve we will wske guite a hanwsoms dig=-
play for you.

I wish you would send me & card with your telephone nuwaber 88 that - later -

I could tslk with you, answer any Guesticns, &nd give you & weitsr ideuw of

Just what we would like to huve, Since your work has not been shown ia Chicego,
you mey wish to meke a survey of what you nuve dones 1 dove slways liked your
work since I saw the first reproductions of 1t several yeure aygo and wag very
enthusisstic ebout what Jonethen ¥illiame had with him, wishing - of course =
to see more.

When I write agein, I shall send you & letter not quite so dry as tais. You
tenpt me to wander into & Southern dissertation, for the best part ol my life
wes spent in Kentucky snd Tenneggee, but I promise you will be spured wiise
And don't think any complex thoughte lor the exhibitiom. There is nothiug so
awful, futile and hate provoking #5 the credo of some photoyrapher~poet,
photographer-philosopher, photographer-sociologist-humsnity-lover. I am
grutelul you ure not one of these. An enthology shculd be madie of thelr pre-
tentious nonsense to be exposed by & critic like Robert Erusteine. Dbut I must
stop now &and get in touch with you egeims All good wishcs nows

Sincerely,

Hugh Edwarde, Curstor oi Pootographye




July 28, 1965.

Mr. Lyle Bongé,

1433 West Howard Street,
Biloxi,

Mississippi.

Dear Lyle:

You rust heve known how much I have been thinking of you for here is a
letter from you. 1 am heppy to hcve it because I was worrying that yog

may have thought I had died or lost my memory. I have thoughit & great

degl about the pictures and am delighted to heur thet you heve sope ul- -
ready thet you ray send. Please do so, marking the package to ay attention,
addressed es follows: Departmwent of Prints ‘and Drewings, The Art Institute
of Chicago, Michigan Avenue at Adams Street, Chicuge, Illinois. I believe
the best wey to send it is by Express Collect.

Tt will be geood to have these pliotographs now - if you cen gpars them - so
that T will have sore idea of their size, fermat, etc. in order te begin
thinking about the exhibition. I leook forward to seeiny them more than I
can tell you. For the last years I heve lived with the belief that I [irst
knew your nane from & record album cover and I recall how much I wanted to
find you then, Could this be true or is it just a dream?

There is & grest deal I should like to write about, but if I did, I am
&freid you would receive nothing. The big event of the suumer was -~ for

me - Kenneth Angert's visit to Chicsgo, but he has gone back to San Francis-
co. I told hiw sbout your pilctures and want him to see them. Did you ever
see his film, Scorpic Rising® He is &t work on one now cailedKKKKK. (Kustom
Kar Kommandos).

I em glad you liked your trip and hope I see the color pictures of Darolina
someday. I elweys think of how well you do the subjects which man has

mece end set on top of creation end then gone off and left. And when you
show him (as in tie Mardi-Gres pictures) it is greut and I hope we have a lot
of that. : :

All good wishes now and I hope you send the pictures.

Sincerely,

v

Hugh Fdwards, Curator of Fhotography.






