
Mr. Lyle Bong~, 
1433 West Howard Street, 
Biloxi, Missisoippi. 

Deer Lyle tpng~: 

I was much pleased to have a letter from you this morning for I huve thc;ught 
about writing you ever aince Jonathan Williams wos here. I was waiting un• 
til the exhibition dates for the next year had boen fixed and now I &men­
closing the schedule. So you see there w.ill be plenty of time for any prept,,­
ratione either you or_we h~ve to make. 

We show prints as the photo~raphers make them a.nd I he.ve a predilection for 
the small - at least normal sized.• print and there will be no complic&tions 
because of enlarging, eto. We !Jrefe;r to huve the print:; unmounted a::.s we have 
~upplies of glass and mounting bocrde in certain sizes and would rather do 
the matting here. I assure you that everything will be handled wi t.h care and 
consictert.tion an<.l that there will be no dliiJllages. We use a .:.hpe fo:i.4 1w.YL.mt.lng 
whioh leaves no traces of adhesives when the phutogx·uphs lire ramov._Hl frol.il the 
temvorary mate before they are retunrnd ·~o the µhotogral)her. However, if you 
have print,s already aiatt,ed which you wish to &ho'W, we can arrb.n6e to aan..; them, 

I would liJCe to have about 100 prints, ltS I told Jonatlrnn \li.lliamt,, ;~O t,here 
will be some latitude for ~election and urrangelll<mt in tho htj.nging. iii c hb ve 
li new gallery and more room and I uelieve we will .iila.ka quite a lw.nc....,oUia Ji s­
play for you. 

I wish you would send me a card ....,ith your telephone nu.aber SI that - lat.Gr -
I could t6lk with you, answer any questions, an.:i gl vu ;au ., ut..,·i:. C,0.c iu.J.,. of 
JuLJ t, whfit we would like to h&ve. Since yov.r wu:r.11: hao not. boan l;Jhown in Chicago, 
you may wish to mske a survey of what you hu:va done. I nt ,.ve clwo.ys liked your 
work since I saw the first reprocl..:.ctions of it several yo3un. ~go and ·wa/:J very 
enthusiastic about what Jonathan Williama had with hia, vishing - of couroe -
to see more. 

When I write again, I shall send you a letter not quite &o dr/ as t~io. Xou 
tempt me to wander into a Southern dissertation, f,Jr the bed t p .. :ct of r4 life 
wes spent in Kentucky end Tennessee, but I promise you will~~ s~~~¢J w:is. 
And don't think any complex thoughts for the e.xhibi tion. There is nothiub so 
fJ:wf'ul, futile and hate provoking fl !'.l the credo of eo:me photographer-poet, 
photof;rapher-philoaopher, photographer-sociologist-hU111e.ni ty-lover. I am 
grute!'ul you ure not one of these. An 1mthology 15hculd be l!l.arte of' their pre­
tentious nonsense to be exposed by a critic like Robert Brustein. h~t I must 
stop now and get in touch with you cgdn. All good wishes now. 

Sincerely', 

Hugh Edwl!lrde, Cur&tor of Photography. 



Mr. Lyle Bon{;, 
1433 Weft Howard 
B'l loxi , 
Yissi ssi p · . 

D:>1 r Lyle : 

St eet , 

Yo~ iUSt h&"e known how much I have boen t hink ing of you for her e is a 
l etter frow you. I 1-.nr.. he.pr,y to he re it because I waf worryin g tha. t yoy. 
may hcne thoq :ht I htw d5.ed or lost my met.ory. I ho ·e thou ~Lt h .;r e1.1t 
dPel •t ,01..:t t h e picture s end am dP.li[.ht. .z<l to he L i · t,h i t ;-r....u hh H i s0.ue t.1-
r Ra.dy th, ;+, you 11 i}' sen d. Please do so, ml.rkinL the p~ck age to ti/ at. t..ention , 
addressed s followo : Departr'en~ ., cf Pr· nts 'and .Dr c-winr,s, The A!'t Ins i tute 
0f t:'h <! t,go, 'iehiom Avenue at Adar s Str ,:iet , Chic ut,"c 1 r~:..:nois . I b~lie·,e 
thf' bA~t wi.y to n,;,nd it is by 1'"'xprcss Co:l ec t. 

It ,-d ll be t,Ood :.0 ht, 'rn th€-se pLot.ocraphs now - if you C6.n spa:re them - so 
!:.ht~+- Twill h l" E' scr~t:> i d He. of their s.i zo , forn:m.t , ~tc. in or er tc be gin 
thinki!l / about the AX!:ibition . I look forwar d to s ee ... ng them rr.o:·e tha n I 
can tell you . For th e st yea.rs I hr . ~~ :i .rEJd wi tb the belief th~t I ... ·1r s t 
knew ym.r name fro . a r ecord album covor and I recall how much I w&nt eci t o 
find you th~ n. Could this be t rue or is it ju st a d!"'eam? 

The.re is ~re o. t dea l I shoU.:.c1 like to dr.i te about , b1..t if I di , I am 
R.f r aid you would r eceive no tiiing . The big e vent of the su.!.~·ier was - for 
me - Kenneth Ange r ' s visit to Chi..c11go, but he has gon1:; bac' -t:..o San Francis ­
co. I told h ·. a bout your pict u r es and want him to see them . Did you eve r 
s ee his f:i.lm, Scorpio Rising 1 He is i.t work on one now caile dKKKK[. (Kuatom 
K~r Korn1Nindos). 

I am :,lad yot. li ked your trip and hoJ;e I s ee the color pic1.ure1:, of Oarolina 
someday . I alweys tM. nk of how well you do the subjects which r.a.n hus 
mad e and s.et on top of creati on nd then gone off c1nu left . And when you 
show him ( as in Ui" Mardi - Gras pictures ) it is great and I hor ,e wo have u ot 
o f tha t . 

All good wish es now &.nd I ho pe you send <.he pi c tures . 

Sincerely , 

Hugh Edwurds , Curat or of Fhot ob raph y . 




