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eer Miss Cunninghem:
-;‘(..;;,z'Ig,ko‘.ni‘{ 1o 10331ud abrswbd dyuH

ST T3 I Rt Yehuied! Wi tions of photogrephy in 1959, I planned to write you,
but the bepdahini¥ ¢f so much deleyed me for months, then I he:rd from Ray
Metzker that you were travelling in Furope. Since that time, the immediucy
of meny obligetions prevented me from doing almost anything I wented to do.
I &m one of those objectionable people who, try tc do everything for them-
selves. So I have been kept from sending even an appreciation of your work
end certainly I have wanted to show your prints for at least four years. The
public of the Middle West - & very large one - should see it «nd I feel guilty
indeed thet I heve not communiceted with you before.

Just now I am making &n exhibition celendar for the forthcoming year und
wonder if you would be at &ll interested in having u show here. Eliot Porter,
Asron Siskind, Williem B. Current, Robert Riger, Inge Morath are auocng our
promised exhibitors and we will be very proud to have your neme on the list.
If you are agreeasble to this, would you consider either of the following detes:
Merch 14 - April 19 or June 6 - July 12?

I assure you the greatest care will be teken of the prints while they are

here and they will come back to you exactly as they left you. If they could

be sent unmounted, they will be matted here &nd attached to the mats so there
will be no traces of hinges left end the paper backs of prints will not be
skinned or merred in any wey. All photogre hs are shown under galss which

is safely ettached to the wall by L hooks so that neither prints nor mat is
touched by hanging devices. The two assistents who prepare end hegg exhibitions
for the department of prints &nd drawings heve hed much experience with our
most cherished and protected objects, so that you need have no worries on thet
account. One of them wes a ster student with Minor White and Asron Siskind.

We have & new &nd attractive gallery for photograrhs on the grouna floor of

the museum, so you would have & large public. The deley of obteinin: this
gallery wes one of the many reesons why this letter comes to you so late. It
will accomodate 50 normal printe, but it would be désirable to have about 75

to work with in errenging and hanging. I em fighting for the &cceptance of

the smell print end have done very well so far. At least, I feel the photograph
should be shown &s it comes from the hands of the photogrepher and I have &
"strong dislike for the monstrosities and perversions of the bill-bozrd enlarge-
ments so populer in museums nowadays. Everything being hung under glass, we
heve & stock of sheets of gless in standerd sizes (11 x 14", 14 x 18", 18 x

22", 22 x 28") end if possible, we accomodate photographs to them; but dboshduld
you send us prints alresdy mounted, we can errenge to hang them as they are.

If rossible, we like to heve exhibitions in our hands &t least & month before




the show opens as this allows time for hanging arrangements, preparing exhibiticns

announcements, well lebels, etc.

-

I hope all this does not seem too complicated &nd to elucidute it somewhat I may
teleplong jousdete? in the dey.. I wish you wers here so“that we miéyht have &
long telk for I have long admired your work and it is difficult to pu? down all
my thoughts ebout it while I em hurrying (so latel) to resch you. Well, this
will give me an excuse for writing agein. My conce{mﬂgggfghég 5gg3ﬁfqga}§-we

may hope for the privilege of showing your work. J99132 meexd IEEI
© (00clonsxv nsd
Yours sincerely, SHITOTEsY

smsduninoud 2aiM 139
Hugh Edwards, Curctor of Photography;
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Mise Imogen®Curninghamy”®
1231 Green Street, i 2
San Francisco, er.‘ 190018 aIUOol
Czlifornia,

IDg P TnogehCtunnnghams VT Jaull

It has heen & grest pleasure to have two letters from you within ten
deys. Today's letter ceme as I wes abcout to write you.

I am trying to get publicity for the exhibiticn and trust it will be
agreeable with you if the photosrephs are reproduced in newspapers snd
ragazines here, WFMT Perspective, which resches & large public, has al-
ready shown interest and wishes to have materiel &t once, sc I shell
send them copy photographs (not the originels) of about half & dozen
subjects. The museum's photogrepher makes excellent coples and they are
elwvays marked so thet they cannot be confused with original prints,

Concerning the peyment of the express bill, it will be necessary to have

an invoice from you.
office of the museum.

This is so it may be "processed" by the business
I lose all patience with such formalities, but

t:is, of course, is overwhelmed by the rules of others.

I am enclosing

& copy of the statement &s it should be made.

If you copy this on your

letter paper and send it to me, I shall put through the order for pay-
ment at cnce., Please attach the REA express slip to the stetement. I
em sorry to ask you to take this trouble, but it is dicteted by thie
age (& growth of military intelligence?) when "systems® are of first
importance. I heve never known & system that worked.

Perheps pertly beceuse the papers are impossible to obtein, platinum

prints are of much interest now and there are a mumber of young photographas
in Chicago who tell me they are planning to prepare the peper themselves.
How far this will go, no cne knows (there ere even others who wish to

teckle the daguerreotype), bgt there ig much interest in platinum prints

and it would be an adventage to have some in your show. I hope you send
gone and if you do, send them by express collect, There is time to include
them in the exhibition. Also, if there are any other prints you wish to
include, please send them. I should like to have &s many &s possible of

the subjects whieh will be reproduced in Aperture since the publicaticn
will coincide with the exhibition. 4lso, do you have & blogrephical
chronology - it would be much help for publicity, etc., to heve one. If ;
you cannot provide this, I might obtein it from Minor White. ‘

So many questions form the kind of letter no one likes tc receive, but I é
hope you will forgive me this time. Your mention of & good time in San :

Francisco, revives all my old desires to go to cne of the places I would
like to be in. Someday I hope to make the trip. Frank Norris's novels,



STy McTeague and Vandover and the Brute heve long made your city renorable to
"me. I shall never forget how I discewsredg in & conversation with Beaumont

T Newhell, that he is &s much an edmirer of Norris as I &m. Have you read
thesestwo books? If not, I should like to send them - I believe they will
' 3 cause you to like San Frencisco even more than gyou do.

Best regards end - again - forgive me for so mang.questioBSessonl 2a1v
90142 neexd IETL

Yours 91“°3r°1¥9 (002 ltonsx nal

«8lay0oltlad

Hugh Edwggds, Curator. of Fhotggraphy.
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July 17, 19640

&8 Imogen Cunningheam,
1231 Green Street,

San Frencileco, 9,
Californie.,

Dear Imogen Cunninghem:

I am soryy I have not written sooners We opened your exi:ibition last Friday
afternoon and I sm delizhted with ite It hes already had excellent sttendance
end 1¢ very popular with the public. I wish you were here to enjoy scme of
this. lots of peorle are interestad in you and have teken you to their heards -
I hope you dontt mind.
We heve shown forty-four of the prints end David Rowinski did such & fime job
of polishing glass that the room looks like the biz diemond irn The Arabian
¥i-hts. (Zobeidets story, I believe.) I made a special effort with the se-
cuenc@snd feel 1t has worked out well.

The pletinum prints arrived and you will have e museum receipt for them., Ve
used four of them and they have aroused much interests If you need any of the
prints we have not hung, let us know. Otherwise, we will ship &ll of them
back after the show closes. :

I do hope we are able to obtain some of the prints for the permanent collection.
It will be hard to let the Magnolia, the Benana Leaf, the Two Cidjles leave

here vhen the exhibition closes. 4nd, in cape there are imquiries ab %&1%aﬁi§iest
will you give ne some idea of pricesté?r both possible acquislulons and 109

I em leavins tomorrow for a month's vacation with my father (86) and my aunt

(93) in Paducah, Kentucky. I look forwerd to it and to being alone there,

I shall return to Chicago about August 20th and will write againm &«fter that,
£ you send & note about prices (& posteard will do), I shall lsave workk here
so that it will be read and the informetion mede available. '

I have put through the involce for the shipping charges and you should receive
the payment soom. I am sorry this has taken so long.

Tharks for your assistence and for this fine exhibition. Best regards and
more vhen I return.

- Yours sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curstor of Photo raphy.
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%21 s 1964,

Miss Imogen Cunninghem,
1331 Green Street,

Sen Francisco, 9,
California.

Deer Tmogen Cunningham:

I have returned et last and found your letter which came during my
ebsences The popularity of your show has continued steadily and I was
happy to hesr such good reports of it when I came beck to Chicego.

There still remains the question of prices for prints. There are three

we should like very much to acquire for the museum's permenent collection:
Open Magnolia (1925), Calla Lilies (before 1929), and Banana Plant (before
1929), all of which ere reproduced in Aperture. Would you consider § 100,00
as & price for these prints? We have recently had e gift arounting ‘o this
sum and I should like to eattribute these prints to it. Here we suffer from
that lamentable fact that there ere no permanent funds in this museum for
the acquisition of photographs.

The grend niece of Alfred Stieglitz, Dr. Jean Stleglitz, who lives in
Chicego, 1s interested iu the portrait of Stieglits, which she likes
better then any of the large number she has seen which were mede of him.
Would you agree to letting her have a print for § 35.00?

I am sorry to bother you with these matterss In case the zbove is agreeable,
should we keep the prints waich are already here or would you prefer to heve
them returned after the close of the exhibition?

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photograpny.




-
From w

Imogen Cunningham
1331 Green St,
San Francisco 94109

AL : April 15th, 1964
To The Dept of Photography
. Art Institute of Chicago.

Prints meunted 15 x 20

:;ﬁoor in Denmark = = = = = = = = = « = = = - - = 1961
Sawed log, North Woodsy = = = = = = I 1658 X
JYfock in Finland = = = = = = = = AP ERG TS
WWall in Place VoSges = = = = = = = = = = = = 1961
:ifoet and his Alter Bgo - ¢ Breughton)- - - - - 1962
James Broughton by Rock = = = = = = = = = = = = 1662 B
John Roeder and his sculpture = = = = = = = = = 1961
WA SAEERAER = = = v > = 2 v AW ..y 1957
elf Portrait in Denmark ( Copenhagen) - - - - 1961
:E;Qn St. Germeine Blvd, = - = = = = = = = R
4Nana tree = = = = = = = = = = « = - = - befroe 1929 -
ébrris Graves = = = = = = « = = ® = = = - - 1950
Plﬁnna Freud = = = = = = = = = = = = - ==« - = 1960
s Theodore Roethke and Wall ------ - - - 1959
b~ Alfred Stieglitz - = = - - = = ~ =~ = = = - 1934 +—
Taiwan Leayes. ( Barbara lyers also in next one 1963
tX~The Savonarella(Look " " R - 1960
V*immard Weston with cdts = = = = = = « = = 1945
b Tdward Weston at Pt. Lobog = = = = = = = = = =~ 1945-—%*
loberta
Ruth 'Asawa and family = = = = = = == = = « = 951,
L-2ge and Its Symbols ( Mrs. Pabst of Wisconsin) 1956 —1—
n the Ro8d = = =« = = = = = = =« = = = = « = 1960
The Bruton Sisters - = = = = = = =« = =« =~ = 1936
LoTwo Callag = = = =« = = = = = = = == = = bvefore 1929
‘Seed Pod Aranjia « = = = = = = = = = = = = - 1956
Y Tolletia Crusiata = = = = = = = = = = = = beforel930
Aiparyllis = = = = = = = = = S = = = = = = = = 1932
M R RS T R about 1953
A affect at Sunset - - - - - R 1951
ouse by the side of the Road: = = = = = - = 1954
ames Stepheng = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 19%4
yieds Rivers = » » s« s s m v c s o= » = » = 1931
4 The Unmade Bed -~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = 1957
WWall surface, Germany = = = = = = = = = = 1960
iugust Sander at Home = = = = = = = = = = = 1960
jkmerios in France = = = = = = = = = « = « = 1960
Cemetdry in France = - = = = = = = = - = ~ 1960
:ﬁin a French Village - = = = = = = = = = = 1960
ily neighbor, Jose at his Window = - - = = = 1964
Yetal Tree by Ruth WA = woate v W 1963

. L*tiéave PQttern B I ‘- - - 1930

g e T ¥

¥




P A R e T T
A

Imogen Ounninghaulto Ait Institute of Chicago

Priangles ( Nude ) 6
Wfdward Weston and Marguerite Mather - - - - -
8. Champney ( Authir if Vasesar Girls Abroad)
\\Irafalgar Square =- Fountain in =- - = - = = =
hree Harps( For Cornish School of Music, Seattle )
1*/ﬂy Father at Ninety = = = » = = = = = - - -
LYWith Grandehildren at Fun House - = - - - =
uns at & Calder Show - = = = = « = = = « « « =
AEtUETE = = = = = = = = @ = " - .- - .-
Behind the Bereen = « = = = = = = = = = « = «
SFhru the Bucalyptus = = =« @ = = = = = =« « = « =
he Thonet Chair = = = « = = = = = =« « « =
THOgnant Vomtl » »/m s s s s s w o e s e =ea-

~0atﬁome—---v--------——------

gerimination &t a Rummage Sale = « =« = = = « =
Upper Grant AvVe, = = = = = = = == = = = = = -
‘y-Sunbonnet Lady on Filmore St. S.Fe¢ = « = = = =
-Mre, L's Cousin Will, Maine =« « = = = = = = =«

Mrs. 1L and Cousin Will = = « @ = = =« « = & = - -

'0 LOVOtt 0‘11'0 ------- - s s e e e - -

bxfkntiéque Dealors 10 NainG = = = o = = « n = =
41In Trinity Churchyard New York - = = = = = = = =
W Under the Queensborough Bridge = = = = = = = = «
4 On a Bench in the Marina, San Francisco - = - - =
?*inmp Rope, New York = /= =« = = = = = = = = = = =
X2ea at Foster's , San Francisco -

$AN = = = = = = = = == - - .= .- -----
0. P00 « = « @ = » = = = o « = - - —— - - -
here Children Play = = = = = = = = - -----
+Parie Type( Woman at Door) -= = = = = = = = = s
aris Type, Negro girl « = = = « « = @« @« « = =«
tj~French Farmer - = = = = = = = = = Fe A ARy S
inglish Farmer = = = = = = = = = PR N SR
‘*(LGBif at Chartres = = = « = = - e o e e e e e e
PcWoman on a Train in Germany - = = = = = - - .- -
(}B111 and Painting - - & Polawoid-negy - - - - -
1{ Doren solarized ( Polarocd neg) = - = = =« = =
YRoberta :
John Winkler, Etcher = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
L%Dgr%d Park = = = = = = = = = = = = = = e
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MOUNTED 11 x 14

1928
1923
1910
1910
1937
1936

1955

1953
1957
1954
1954
1960
1957
1957
1958
1948
1960

1356
1956
1956
1956
1956
1934
1954
1956

1958
1955
1955
1960
1960
1960
1960

1961

1960
1964

1959

1958
1958
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Imo en Cunningham to Art Institute of Chicago.

AMy Friend La Rue in a stran e place - =
August Sander and his stove - « -"= - -

rian Simpson - = = = = - =« = « - -

Mounted 14 x 18
- === --- 1964
----- 1960
«c-r-a 1934

VYEdward Weston and Marguerite ~ = = = = = =« =« « = =« -« 1923

v

’*A]dobe Plant , 22 x 28
u4<Rubber plant, 22 x 26
Magnolia flower 18 x 20

EXTRA LARCE MOUNTS AND PRINTS

about same time

i bvefore 1929
------ 1925 —t5

)/
V*Leaves 16 X 20 =« = = = =« = B about 1951 -




MOUNTED L5 x 20

Boon (45 DopmREl = = e om e ) wlad G sl = 1961
Bawed Log, Horth Wolll = = = = & aim. F = 0 1958
Taok 15 PIRIARd '~ = = & = = » o = Sie o' - 1961
¥all in Place Vesges » = = = = = = == = = = 1961

' Poet and his Alter Bgo - ¢ Breughsom)- - - - = 1962
James Broughton by Rogk = « = = = = = = = = = = ;662
John Roeder and his sculpture = = = = = = = = - 1961
The magician = « = = = = =« = =« « = = = - = = = 1957
Self Portrait in Denmark ( Copenhagen) = = = - 1961
On St. Germaine Blvd, = - = = = = = = = = = « 1960
B.nana tree = = =~ = = = = = = = « = = = ~befroe 1929
Morris Graves - = = = = = @« = = = « = = = - 1950
Anna Freud = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - = 1960
Theodore Roethke and Wall « = = = = = « =« = - 1959

Alfred Stieglitz = - = = = = - .- --- -- 1934 ——
Taiwan Leaves. ( Barbara Myers also in next one 1963

The Savonarolla(Look " " e e em--- 1960
Edward Weston with cats = = = = = =« =« « - 1945
Edward Weston at Pt., LOobO8 = = = = = = =« = = « 94y
Hoberta

Ruth Asawa and family = =« =« = = = = =« = = = = 1957

Age and Its Symbols ( Mrs. Pabst of Wisconsin) 1958 -+
On the 08d = « = = = = = @« @« = « =« « = « = 1960

The Bruton Sisters - = = = = « =« = =« « = = 1936

Two CAllAS = = = = = = « = « = « == = = before 1929

Seed Pod Aranjia = = = = = = = = = =« = = - - 1956
Colletia Crusiata = = =« = =« = = = = =« =« = beforel930
Amaryllis « = = = = = - = - = = = - - 1932
Auralia = = = - = = - - - . o o - about 1953

BEffect at Sunset = = = « = = « « = = =« =« « =« = 1951
House by the side of the Roadse = = = = = = = 1954

James Stepheng « « = = « - - e . = o e o= 1934
Friede RIVErf = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =« 193]

The Unmade Bed = = =« =« = = « « = = =« « = = 1957
Wall surface, Germany = = = = = = = = = = 1960
August Sander at Home = = = = = = = « « = = 1960
America in France « = = = = = « = = « « =« = 1960
Cemetary in France = = = = = = - - - - 1960

In a French Village - = = = = = - - .- 1960

Wy neighbor, Jose at his Window » = - = = = 1964
Metal Tree by Ruth Asawa - = = = = = = = 1963

Agave Pattern « « « =« = = ~ = - - w o e - 1930




‘ﬁﬁ?“*

Imogen Cunningham to Art Insti

Triangles ( Nude

)

tute of Chicago

MOUNTED 11 x 14

Bdward Weston and Marguerite Mather « - - - -
Mrs. Champney ( Authir if Vassar Girls Abroad)

Trafalgar Square

- Fountain in - -

- e e wm e

Three Harps( For Cornmish School of Music, Seattle )
My Father at Ninety - ~ « = = « = =
With Grandchildren at Fun House - -

Nune at a Calder
Stuart « -« « - =

ShOW = = = = = = =

. T

- e e e wm e

Behind the Bereen = = = = = = = = @ @ = = = =
Thru the Bucalyptus = = == =« = « = -
The Thonet Chair = = = =« = = = = = = = « =

Pregnant Woman -

JAN = = = =« =« « =-

- W wm e o em W e e e

- W W G e o e e e

- em e em e W

Jo at HOME = = = = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = =
Descrimination at a Rummage Sale = = = = « = « =

Upper Grant Ave.

- e e e e ae s

Sunbonnet Ledy on Filmore St. 8.F.
re., L.'s Cousin Will, Maine = « = =
Mre, L and Cousin Will « = = = = = -

Mrs. Lovelt calls: - = - - = = - - -

Antiique Dealers

in Maine - - = « =

In Trinity Churchyard New York - - -
Under the Queensborough Bridge - - -
On a Bench in the Marina, San Francisco = « = = =
Jump Rope, New York « = = « =« = = «
Tea at Foster's , San Francisco -

BERN = = = = = @ % =« ' o & = » @ = =« = = = = =

Me To0 = = = « =

Where Children Play = = = = = = - -~
Paris Type( Woman at Door) -- - = =
Paris Type, Negro girl = - = = = =
French Farmer - = = = = = = = = = = « « =« = = = =
English Fermer « = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =«

Leni! at Chartres = = = = = = = = =

Woman on & Train

in Germany - - = =

P

L

- ew e e e

- ee mm  we W

- wm em we we e

e

- em e e e e we

- e e e ee e

- e we wm es s e

Bill and Painting - - ¢ Borawoid-neg} - - - ~ -
Loren solarized ( Polaroccd neg) - -

Roberta

John Winkler, Etcher =« = « = = « « =«

David Park - - =

- s e e e e

L

1928
1923
1910

‘1910

1937
1936
1955
1953
1957
1954
1954
1960
1957
1957
1958
1948
1960

1956
1956
1956
1556
1956
1934
1954
1956

1958
1955
1955
1960
1960
1960
19560
1961
1960
1964
1959

1958
1958




EXTRA LARGE MOUNTS AND PRINTS
Adobe Plant , 22 x 28

Rgbber plant, 22 x 26 before 1929
Magnolia flower 18 x 20 _ _ _ o o ew ks 3988
Leaves 16 X 20 « = = = = = = = « = « = = « about 1351

about same time




Imo en Cunningham to Art Insti tute of Chicago.

Mounted 14 x 18

My Priend La Rue in a stran e place = = = = = = = « -« 1964
August Sander and hiec 8toVe = « «« - « = = = « = 1960
Marian Simpson = « = = = = = ce = = = = = = = = = 1934
Edward Weston and Marguerite « =« « = « = =« « « « = « 1923
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