
Mr. Duke Ellington, 
334 F~vereide Drive, 
New York City, 25, 
New York. 

Dee. r Duke 1 

Mt rch .3, 1961. 

In November we are having 8n exhibition of photogr~phe by Rich&rd Veit 
wbos r r kabl e p t ur ee of eo ling bobta huve appeared in Spcr t e Il­
l u t r t d nd Y cht i • Ik doe ul kinds of other subjects equ Uy 
·swell . About two onths ago Mr. Veit eent me a large selection of 

his work for consider&tion and in it "1ere pictures he h&n taken of you 
and the bend during a· concert in Stockholm. Later, when he came to 
Chicsgo, I spoke to him about t.heH prints, ve t•lked a greflt deal 
about you and he eaid he would like very 1,iuch i'or /OW. to have a set of 
these Stockholm pictures. They arrived yesterday, here they are and I 
hope you lik~ th911le 

For monthe I have wanted to write 1ou a long lettt ~r and will do so yet . 
Thbt hour I spent with you at the University or Chia&go laet 1umI11er r ... 
vi V?.d many h1tppy roe111oriee and or00.ted new ones for the present tmd future. 
The mudo wae nev"'r grohter than it wtia thkt night. and I am waiting to 
hee.r it E>gain, The laet time is alwEiy rs \l'lEi beet time with your work and -
as in lcv affair• - tha.t is tt.e 'rib./ it should be. Iour mudc has been 
th@! longeet-lived experienc e of my life, eet..l'ieitio $nd oth9rwi ee and I am 
happy there 1e no termintttion of it in sight, 

t c mor aoon. The Nut cr ack er wue a 6re4t event for m (in m­
bes qu 'cok ie how i-tond r£ 1 y the pi ri t of lood I ·100 r-.ppeii.r1, atruuge• 
iy mttta .-10 hosed) I must tell you about 1 t.. Ple4:.se remember me to 
Billy Strayhorn, that ni~ht we roJe out to the Souti i Side and t,alked about 
BEludeleire in your cf.Ir is one of my bt::~t ttieLJ.orioa . 

Good wiehea to you slways - 1 t makes everythir:g seem right 1:.gain to ~end 
a letter to you. And another one soon, 

Sincerel.T, 

• Hu~h Ed.v1..r<ls(I EUu. now Curator of Photography 
here) 

I am very grateful for the Christiiu,.a card. I hb.Ve 1 t pinnud up on the we.ll 
of w.y room - it never fails to oheer me up when ever~thing else has tailed. 


