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Dear Bill Bndres a 

t l 

' 

Your letter has oome and I a.m v&ry glad to hnve ha.rd from you . 
1;aturall y I an phttr-Etd to ow a.bout ~hat Danny has so.id of m 
and to he that the class I hav in th history of photography a~ 
The .Art Institute ha..e: boen h a rci of ao f away as you are . Your 
questions prompt m to write pag-e , but I hate writing a.nd eho.11 
try to answer t hom a. .. briefly as ·Jo .<Jible. 

It i e. nl o.M 1n the history of photogr a..nhy or.ly nd I beliov it 
is available only t o student who h!:V& alr1 ady had two art id ~tory 
cou1"f3 · o, In t he ecinn .-1e, thre e yo._ ro ~ . , w:b.en I wo.s porauaded to 
u:1dertake it, I didn 't t hink we would have any otudents , b'Jt - aom 
how ·• l t has turne.d out to be so popular that the a.uthori ties have 
had to make all kinds of r atrictions - the last emester they 
..-ant ed to keo:r:, it do m to an enrolment of ten and restrict it to 
Ameri can photo era.:Phy• It has not hing to do l:ith the making of 
photographs excopt thet for a signments I have allowed t he s t uden ts 
to e photos-ra.phe . The re s lt· of t his hav ·o :.oen i nt er a,i ti ng , and 
o~en tn o bes t ~or k ilco 1(.len done by peopl .who had had no previous 
oxper i nc with oamora • I sup po e t hi e ia one of t he .rt1t eries of 
tbe orunt)ra. - pho to t.ir .. , hy , to 10 , is r f ter all more of m.ystery and 

· c than 1 t ie a rt . The pr e ont ( 0000 ..1.d s roes tor) oourae ,rll 
close •.:!,·.r·ly in June ~-nd. I do not know (i t i.s too early) whether or 
not it will be crivon a~a i n in the fa ll . I nhal l l et you l:nor about 
this , ond if you are i n Chioago , ·nd do not have the necessary r 
quir ment, you ay com to th o ola ssao whe~ever you w t ~o. Thay 
o.ro given on Thu.rad ,y fro 6, 00 to 9 a 00 1n the eveni ng2 n.nd keep mo 
conutantly concern d . For me, t here is a~ irony i n th oi r popular ity 
cs my ... oad io qua li fioo tio as oon i ~t only in h- .vinc g:ea.dua t ed from 
th e Paducah (Kentucky I high oohool; but I ha.ve always bad f\ :;:."Teat 
enthuoiaom for photogr aphy and believe it ia the only picutre ed ium 
l e~ that matters . 

I wioh you could eae our exhibi tio no o'! w-hioh I am pi\. ud t;.!'ld f ee l 
th at - in th ir quiet uay - taey havv had good influeu.o . I have al
ways tho ht Danny oa t and now ov\;;1•ybody 1e m to o.gree with mo. 
Hmra you hear he ha.., ju t won e Gug_ nheim fellowr,1ip ? lie are 
showing bis priEon pictures and eome from bi s dontruction of 1 or 

battan eerie as our next exhibition in lB.Y• 
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1•11 add your nBlilf.3 to ·our mailing list to receive aru1on"l::,emc-nt.G of 
shows and I am maili g you tho notices of the last two. Ms-tas t es 
are hard to defines whn;t affects e is usually uhat I could never 
intellectualize about , nor do I feel they should be quea·,ioned . I 
an ve s f - ered , I ~wp se , al"',d what I like - no matter what -
1~ a~vth n~ the~ akes ~o fe0l r_ght and glad I am al i ve . This would 

ake the phot.:, 6i•aphy "autho:..--ities" la.ugh s it may be old fashioned and 
corny , but I believ;'! I r.w.y sa.y it to you and you wil-. .uow t . I mean . 

,_ir1carely , 

Ilugh ·:a rn rd.a , Cura tor of 


