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Dear Bill Endress

Tour letter has come and I am very glad to have heard from you,
Faturally T am pleased to know about what Danny has said of we
and to hear that the class I have in the history of photography at
The Art Institute has been heard of as far away as you are, TYour
questions prompt me to write pages, but I hate writing a2nd shall
try to answer them as briefly as pocsitle,

It is & alase in the history of photograrhy only aad I beliove it

is available only to students who have already had two art history
courses, In the beginnlag, three years ago, when I was persuaded to
undertake ity I didn't think we would have any students, but - some-
how -- it has turned out to be so popular that the authorities have
had to make all kinds of restrictions - the last semester they
wanted to keep it down to an enrolment of ten and restriet it to
American photographyes It has nothing to do with the muking of
photographe except that for assignments I have allowed the students
to make photosraphss The resulte of this have loen interesting, and
often the best work has teen done by people who had had no previous
experience with cameras, I suppose this is one of the mysteries of
the ocamera - photogra hy, to me, is zfier all more of mystery and
magic than it is art. The present (cecond semester) course wild
close ourly in June and I do not know (it is too early) whether or
not it will be given again in the fall, I shall let you know about
this, and 1f you are in Chicago, and do not have the necessary re-
quirements, you may come to the classes whenever you want to, They
arc given om Thursdays from 6300 to 9100 in the eveninge and keep me
constantly concerned, For me, there is an irony in their popularity
c2 my academic qualifications coneist only in having graduated from
the Paducah (Kentucky) high sehoolj but I have aluways hed a great
enthusiasm for photography and believe it is the only picutre medium
left that matters,

I wish you could eee our exhibitions of which I am proud and feel -
that = in their quiet way - they have had good influence. I have ale
ways thought Danny great and now everybody ceems to agree with me,
Have you hear he has just won & Guggenheim fellowship? We are
showing his prison pictures and some from his destruction of lower
Manhattan series as our next exhibition in Mey,.




-

I*1l add your name to our mailing list to receive announcements of
shows and I am mailing you the notices of the last two., Iy tastes
are hard to defines what affects me is uesually what I could never
intelleotualina about, nor do I feel they should be guesiioned. I
!gsg i! woonutered, I suppose, and what I like - no matter what =
is anyth thet makes mo feel right and glad T am alive. This would
make the photography "authorities™ laughs it may be old fashioned and
corny, but I believe I may say it to you and you wildsknow ghat.Eimean,
S etwof
Sincerely, D38k xof
notacfied?d
v alnitgaltV SaeW
llugh mdvards, Curator of Photogréphy.
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