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~1r. Fobo:' "'re.nk , 
J.{ 'f:~i rJ A\·em, e , 
limr .fork :' i.ty , !-, .w Yor k • 

. ',, iu· ;' r. Fr n : I s e e!.l.S so l cn .. s .:n" e I w&s i n New Yorit e,nd u ... .ik ec1 wi t.h Jo u. 
on tho -r,cl epron e t h&t I ac t f r&.i , .tn u h&.ve fo r ,ott en tl"e C'on .0r sat .:.0ns we h;;.ct 
in r <':,&rd to an e>~hi bi t i on. Si ce I c&me bac k t o ::Jlici,'" o' I tl;.ve Leen v,-ry 
"huGy r,nd I kne w 7 ou r·t. ; :!.i t1:.lf, -:-,i l e ·, b~ :;o•> ere.;. ,. L .,11 f'o rr e s1 r,nde n ce . !:<"w
e· er , I : a 1e no ·~ 1'or LOtt. en t nut, ;,·ut ... s .:i d · 04 .. i ,_;ht be in ~e r e"'"11ed in a s~.ow 1;..nd 
m.1 exp e ~·ien c·cn -w: t,h 'J't,e A--1p1·ic n h.;.ve be en so 1:. ny sin c e m;;' retur n t.htn, I &m 

"Writin g you &t la s t , s t ill wi th the hope that we r ·a~ hth· e en ex hi b5 ti on here . 

I ri ~.,re la st week I hr.ve c cn;,·.:e pc;. rn e .,J:ii1 :. 1:.,i c,n S"h o, ul e a t.hat I w 1 i:>.bl e to 
( i . e yo u, i f ;,·ou a re ct 5.::'..l i ntc:.'e;:; .... ed , so;. e L.ea of w1lcn t.r.e sh·~ w e · W.L.. t,r.ke 
pl s.ce. ?.0w wN, ~d +Le per i oJ f r cm ,r,r il 28 t.hro u 1,h Ju ne 11 of ne xt Jea r si..i t 
y ou? J re e .. ibe r y ou t id ,YOl ; We' 1 .. l d li ke tC' ht. r. SC'r:le de l J l:.!lG al 'v1l0L ,,h t-h e::,c 
c a.,.es - ] :::·o~ ~J :, EH .. r i n th e :'u '.,ure - m ./ EJeer•j is· ::.s.nt;, tho t it, e wil:. f &Ss much 
far 1:er th n we t· ink . 

I hc.:·1e he '. -U e L u reun: st ore s t ock "':he Ar.er ic n eu' t i c n 01' y cit .. r bo :Jk. TheJ 
ht ·e s o2.d nu rnbPT :1? c0, i.et- i...n,. +-hei'e is 1... bte 1:.t.:v u.eu. n_i_ :or i t . h'e h .:..ve ::,o·th 
the '1 en c:1 E:.ncl !,mer:. rm ec:i t i ons in tl:o pr:l..n-.. ::;tudy r oorr. c.n,, th e_; h £:. ;e bee n 
eh tr. usi ~s t i ('E...1:y r e 'e i ·;pc: by thP n1c n,; Jf"'1-n . pho:o r ap he rs w'10 ,' OL:e 1,,· re ts lo ok 
a t t he Fr in ~ ~; n o t ' :' co ll ~:. t i.on. '-~hi s 1 :'..euGes ·e & , r - f.. ,,.eal b,;;c use no o ':,her 
book , 9, c0 pt Walk er Fvan s ' Ame:- '<Hl P:::.oT,O r hphs, hv.s :,i •ren ffiP, so ,.,u ch st i mw.s.
t io n an ., r et. s 1..:-an ce n ::: t o wh t I fe el :~he c amer wab t·,·e i.teu 1'or 1 I h0pe t, i s 
does n0t b ', e co pon pous a s ct:.n 1 for I -~eel ;;rot;.· wor ~ i::; t:1e r:;o ··t, s i n, ere un · 
··.-ru t r.f ul «t ... e•1t i on :--ai .... ,he Ar er ic8. n tieopl e ~·ore 1 n : iL ie . Al ::.hc~, h so 

· cti ·~_·c r ' n t and no"-, s tA:~min ,. 'ror: the m, i t 1.y ·e k,·:r,t i n ,.,he co::.1,n. nJ of _ r &nk 
.'1.,Pr::.s , S',er .or1 i1~-:. e"f."' n , Hi. ··r. f'. -1.;.ne , J ch n Jes Pl& sc s an J 1ter F·r&ns &nci 
-.:.l"SE• e.!·e t h~ :.,est i n P.o,P ;c.; n e::{p·esfi i on in ::r..e "Li e I cLn rc1i'n .•;e r . I t is 
a r eti.:. p r i vi lc ,. to r 0 e ·m ,wn y·.-ur .ii· t ures in :, L•i r ir st f r e si.,11c.ss t-no. 
newn es s. Sc,n• .1:..J tl:,2.i wil ~ sprca to e. ,:r-.,:one c.:.n . Pven the ruos t s .:.~;ri.::..e vnd 
unc l y ti cal o".' i nte ll 2c tuals w j "...l t.~ e p"t ' 1-:.erc: i, t l e.st . 

I s 1·0 1,J ·;re ·t l / appre0 i a · e h• 5.rin :Cr <""ill Jc 1.. f S S · en a s 1;0tif.i_; le in r e::e r o 
t o w~at you th l nk ubou: tilE' e>Lit i ,.i on S ;i :..hut I ·naJ· ..;Ut i ,., uefi ni '...el y in 
th e s c~ed· le .,f e .. l'_o i t ions . 

I ~-cc· A r· be i n t aw York a 0 ai n, at le e ''t. in tLe e~,r ;..y 1'&.11 , &UL Lol k wi t, _ 
y ou r- ai n. h S tvpe wri te-s a.n<., te le pho nes ar e ln& tn .. 1c~en ·:s o J..' i nh i bid on f e r 
me, I r e r e t I coi. l , not urr an ·e u meeti n :; ,'ur i nt, tl ose ...ia:,;b I wa::; vher e 
::.ri f spr.l n,: . 

our s sin ce eJ..y, 

Hu i:;h Eu'i.fa.rds, Cur etor ,,1' Photc wr :,hJ . 



July 25, 1960. 

Dear Robert Frank: As they say in America , •at home in the hotel this 
, evening", I want to writ e you a few l in es . Kenneth Jos ephson came to 
, the museum a few days ago and said he had talked with you in some gal 
lery in New York. It was good to have news of you again for I think 
·often of you and the pictures in your book ar e always with me and teke 
on more meaning all the ti rr.e. I hope there will be more and more of 
such pict ures - that you will never stop making th • rlhat else is the 
camera for, anyway? As for the things I rea d about th (b y all the 
people who take their li beralism the safest way - is th ere anything worse 
than a li beral in anything, all the bad things can be lai d to th • they 
a.re unbelievable. All those written stuP,idities by the stupid (b3tes is 
the word for th ) make me almost afraid 1 to go out in the streets, I f 
there are that Dlat\Y of that kind of "good• people around, it's really 
dang rous. But when I do go out , the people of your world are there 
and it is in their environmen t {not the Rocky Mountain scenery or val.ls 
of crumbling, scaling paint or the baby-kittea-hot-lipped-girl-and-boy 
paradise ) in which I li ve and I am glad . I w nt to see you sometime and 
tell you how I ran away from flculture " and cceler ated educatio n to 
ppend.!!!, my evenings in a lar ge skating rink on the outskirts of Chic ago 
for five whole years. There were many wonders there and I used to vish 
someone would catch them so they coul d be kept. Then I found your book 
and saw you had done it. Well, I em going b ck to th at lace just as 
soon as I can get enough strength to overcome laziness &.nd old age . So 
go on with your pr esentation of this worl d which is the only r eal world -
whatts wrong with it e.nyhowt - it just takes cour age to live in. And, 
after all , what these commercial and esthet ic hucksters s~ about your 
work 1s tim what they use d to ep.y about Wl,;lker Evans ... and how I us ed to 
fi ght that. 

I plan to come to New York in October and hope you will l et me see you. 
I 8Jll kept alive here by the Encyolop,d ie de l a Pl~iade and having your 
pictures and finding the real things everywhere I go. Of course you 
must have seen Truffaut•s Les uatr e cent cou s. I went to it many times 
l ast wint r (it recalled, somehow ppy memo of r eading the first 
books ot Genet, especially Le Miracle de 1a ·rose, although it is "externallyt' 
quite di ffere nt) and l ast week it ves in a theatre in r:.ry neighborhood, so 
I went every night. I wish I owned a copy of it. Sometime soon I want to 
telephone you and ask the name of the distributor of your fila.. I'll try 
to get the Hyde Par k Theatre here to shov it, i f it is to be had. 

Best regards now and I hope to see you before very long. 

Sincerely , 

4900 Blackstone Avenue, Chic ago, 15, ;1llinois. 

Have you seen the work of Yasllhiro !s himoto , the J apanese photo rapher, who 
is livin g in Chicago at pr esent ? He has done some Chicago pictures this 
l ast winter I wish you coul d see. I'll try to se nd you his book,S omedaz Some'Where. 



Mr. Robert Frank , 
.34 Thir-d Avenue , 
New York City , 
New York. 

Dear Roberta 

April 6, 1961. 

M ny thanks for yot.r note . I am w i tin ~ i mp tiently fo r the prints 
to rriva, alt ho gh you have certainly been pro pt enough about sending 
th • It will m ke things a littl e l est. solitary here to hbve th • 
With 11 rny liking for them, I ht ve never soen an ori ginu~ print of yo'l.4.rs. 
As I seid , in my letter ye ... terd ey , I ' 11 telep hone you s soon es they are 
r eceived . 

I sending you e. bibliogr phy Im de , believing /O U might enjoy some 
of the i-lustr ti ons . 

Good wishes and riore soon , 

Sincerely , 

ii 

, 
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Apri l 8, 1961.I o 
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Mr. Robert Frank, 
31+ Third Avenue , 
.New York City , 
New York. ' 

a 
' 

... t 

Dees Robert i 

wt-en I telep } oned yesterday you were not in and I ha · a talk with Mr a. 
Frank about ll kinds of aubjects from Robert Frank to Jean Genet and 
enJ oyed 1 t very much. As she must have told you, the print ar ri ved 
nd thanks for sendin g them so promptly . I w~s ver ., unhappy b. out the 

movie ticket s~ller with the Joan Crawford poster which- w~s creased 
down the middle . Thia must h~ve happen d when tho pr int were put i n 
th e envelope and i t - so how • cur l ed under . I , sreoo th es out nic el) 
but I believe it would be best t o drymount it an<l I hope yo~ will agr ee . 

You wrote i t would be all right to trim the prints t o th e edges of t.~e 
pictures . This we will do and not cro o anything , Now another question 
comes up which I must ask you. I f el 1t would be a gre t help if each 
print were mounted on mt board of ver·ge thickness (tr immed to the 
edges of th~ corrpoaitio ns) of good r g qual i ty so t here would be no 
future deteri or tion of the original photogrh hie pape r. I f course this 
will make the prints thicker ht al.so a fer for h n lin i and ny future 
use . My concern is that you might object for some ,ood rel.So n, such as 
sending them out for publication , to engr vers , et c. For the exhibit ion 
these • th i ckened " prints would be hinged t o mat~, put under gl ss and 
hung . Each photograph , slightly pro j ect f rom tlie mat board backing , ap
pears to much bett €'r E<dvante.g , as we have discovered in our shows, 

I am very ple se d with the selection and know you a re pr essed for prints , 
so I dre{d asking for n::ore. There li.re some subjects f rom The erican 
whioh are ebaen t and which I wish we could inc ude a I feel they ould 
both he! ehten and belance the overall effect of the exhibition . In fact , 
most of them will be asked for as they ar a al r eady popul~r with peopl e 
who know th e book. I f you have prints of any - or all - of thea I will 
surely be gr tt'ful for havi .ng them here . Yoµ will fin a them listed on 
the att ched shee t. The p ge references are to the Del pire edition of 
th book - so~eone has borrowed my Jun ricsn copy and h~s not r eturned it . 

One more question . Al though we hav e not had an,y notable success with 
making a lea , we have sold some photogrbphs nd t he re ar e always inquirie s 
about prices . There fore I sho ld l ike to know if any of your s ar e available 
and what tho cost would be . I - for one - would like to buy the picture 
of t he boy stan ding before t he j uke box. Places 'Where people go for enter 
tainment t night after work, seen with the li ght of day in tttuding h~ve -
like thA skat ng rink in H rvey - a sod kind of magic ttr ct ion for me 
nd I r:un gln d you have expressed i t in t his picture . Also th e one of 

sunli ght on the chairs and t ble of a restauran t corn er with te l evisio n 
ioh J ack Kerouac so beautifully mention ed in hi s essa y. Thi s Juke box 

.. 
• 
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SC8ne an,1 about t wr.ent y ot he rs i r, Tl:e An~l?ricans ar e a c r 2a t as anything 
I know, 

11 e l l , t!-.i s mu r't be a t i reso:,, l ett"'r ;'or y()U • Don ' t worr- .1 a bout nswe r :i.nb 
it , ! ' 11 call oq Tll;,Sll ,/ morni ng and g,,t yr:·4r r~i ·l Y by te::..e1-.bone . 

SincPrc l y, 
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Mr. Robert Frank, 
34 Thir l Avenue , 
Now York C~.ty, 
New York. 

De&r Robert: 

Ma/ 13, 1961. 

I '1cvc h;-c d so m•. di ffi cu1 ty in making Et selection of your p rints ..:e should 
11.ke to cc ,11..ir<' fo r t i·,c· co~.lection here. Ten is not er.oue;h. when I m1c..ue 
t he fir [ t choice the. m.allber cc:me U f orty and now - b.ftPr .tuch cons i de r a
t ion - I hi -,~e comr. dcwn t o thi-rty e.nd e-vrn ttts sacrifices some I E:.hould 
like v e::-J-··1t.ch to hl. ve. 

I hi.ve trie .} to rec.ct JOLl by tt1leJ ;hone seven· .l times end fi: iled . I wante d 
to 11sk if ;ou . iou ::..1.i cond ,.1c.r r:t.dng trdrty printt- for t 5GO.OO? I know 
this is J.,-,rn - for ec,ch print - t...11t.n -,'.;c.; offer -:'d you for £ t::,rou.~} of ten, 
but I t!-:on uht you :ni ?ht consider it &nd. let ,·.e know. · .S 1?1i •• i cr,rd or 
telephone roe here collec t. I em enclosin .~ E. 111-.,t of t tr, t !.i r ty subjects 
with p: ge r t f erences f r om the De:.pirP edi t:l.on of Le ,, tn er ic E ins . If you 
do not hr 71?' n'?i:c: ti V(!S for e.11 of them, therP. hre s t i:i .l t en others it is 
very h1-·ri t o or.it. rm tlc.i y 0u let r•.e knO\f about. tl:is as soon ti& yen., Ct:n? · 

I am S'.~rry to t;t.•nci 1,1'· 1·+ . .::.y t business letter - I h ov e so u .. ei1 t o cto todt,y. 
The ~ ow continu" s to Le P' (·t,tiy liked icna. i:~:,; ~n t.:ren,ge of '2.75 vh,i tors 
eEch d1:.sy. 

All goo d wi s!ws , 

c i.ncerely, 



I 

?-'.:!". Robert Fr an k, 
JI.. Thi r-4 A v emm: , 
? e,w York Cit y , 
Na'., Yo:rl<. 

Deor Robert : 

M y 26, 1961. 

Juf-!t not e . I hr.v-e eh ;eye .. "£'.nt <:d to '., i t i,1 you 1:. decent l ette. un.:.' 
h .ve neve ~ done 1t . 

Your oxh1b1ticn will Coffie down on the mor ning of J une l\, th (a ond~y) 
~nd we shovl d have it l eavin g h re by Ai r Meil the next mornin g. :i 
w1.ll re mov B the t hi rty prt nt s fro 2 thei r te n.:i:cra ry mats nri I Q$SUre 
J' "J, t hey will be pack ed w0ll and h1:ndl d w1 th th e gr t e ... ca re . I 
will b sorry to see th~ go. Ther ~ h~s b en a very warm r es~ons e 
t o t he show and t her e h"' tre been mnny pe ar.le who have come to tr P pr i nt 
st.udr r oom to e,:pre sB thetr tJppreo1 (, ti on fo r h vin g seen it her e. I 
do hope to aee you nd ta l k with you r.bout 11 th i s . Your pictur es 
end t.'IJ.c-sE'I by Wal ker Evc..ns n.re raH nL, t h e ~ing s I h ve oome ac r o sb in 
thi .R li fe whic h hrv e meflnt most t.o me end ade ,q ro cky exi s te nce 
lit tl e easier . Pnd I am always atnused nt how both of you were ig nor ed 
i nd i gnor ed, then suddenly t aken up CY,rni ght by the bi g shots and 
tal ked ~b'lut by thetll :; S i f they h t d fel t tht.t way ii.11 the t ime. 

You wi ll t.~ink I am desper ate when I tell you I em i n tho m1<ldle of . 
Simone de Be uvoi T' s Part Two of her au t obio gra phy (Ls Forc e . de l ' ~e). 
I have ju st re &d th i s i n it and th ought y ou might like it a • voi ol 
quelques nn,e s , uno dame qui entreten it une diznine de ch~t demand , 

J ean Gen0t avec r proohe1 •Vous n•aimez pas l as anim ux! - J e n•aime 
pas l es gens qui ai ment l ee anl!naux•, dit,..i l.• 

I' 11 write egain eoo.n c.,r te .b phone b ,fore you l e&.ve . :~orman Ge ske was 
her e from Nebr aska nd he tidroi re e you r wi fe ' & oulptur . J..11 the best 
to al l of yoltl.a_ Thank s a lot fo r the l ette r • 1 t cheer ed me up to d 7 
an d thi e v ·s;,t,r' the days I needed 1 t.. 

Yours , 

--

\ 
i 
I 

\ 

\ 
', 

\ 



Mr. Rober t Fr nk, 
c/o Mr. D •. Bachmann , 
DU Magazin e, 
Morgartenstr ass e 29, 
Zur1oh , 
Svi tzerland . 

Deer Robert : 

J une 14, 1961. 

Your c ble cs.me Monday mornin g 'While we were ta k ne the show down anct 
t hP t hirty prints went out that aft ~rnoon by Air Mai l, insur ed for 
$ lSOO.OO. I hope t hey r each you safely and soon. · e will hol u t he 
ot har print s unti l we hear from you . They will be store d in olander 
box e {lik e th e etchin gs of Rembrandt et al) , so don' t worry th t any
thing bad vi ll happen to them. 

·\ 
,, 

\ 
\ 

Much has ha ;.pened to me 1n the last two weeks and I cannot tell al .of .\ 
it today. Your two books arrived and I em oo r e r teful fo r t his gift 
than anyt hing I oan re ember - and this is no lie. The inscri ption in 
Th Americans m de me very h i'PY and I run h ving a case m de for thnt 
book, I'll write you more bout the books la t er. The day aft er they 
came I had to go to NYC unexpected ly, in r egerd to a useum m tter whi ch 
! shall also tell you about later. I arrived in NYC two ct yB i efore you 
wer e to leave and tri ed to oall you many ti mes , but I expected you to have 
the phone off the hook and b lieve you did . It w s no ti me for talkin • 
so 1•11 see you l Qter . The best thing s th at happened while I was away 
were 3 e1ng your portfolio t Tho Muse of Modern Art and t he evening I 
spent at The American DrE>am. Do you have another set of th e portfoli o 
l eft and coul d we ver th ink of obtaining one - St eiche n tol d me you m de 
sbout twenty - five eep .The t wo pl ya by Edward Albee have me jlllllping yet . 
I re ad TQe Zoo St orz in the Evergreen Review l ust wint er nd have thought 
a lot bout 1t, Too bad it clo sed th d y I l f t Chic ago. I he'le become 
much involv ed with the company which crone to Chic ago to do ·The Fantu t icks 
and they are performing in the ball - room of n hotel where Gershwin us ed to 
stay , aro und th 9 cor ner f rom where I 1 ve . All of th8!J,J. ure peo l e nybody 
voul d fo ll i n l ove with. They hsv e a f r ie nd who we.s pla.r ing J er ry in~ 
Zoo S~?Fl and w nt ed me to go and fin d hi m. By thew y , al l of the m li ke 
you very much and knew 11 the pictu r es in th e book be f or 0 I st~rted t o 
t l k about it. Wel l , The Amer ic an Dre makes much of an i d a I have t houg1t 
about for a lo ng time (you sure l y hit i t vell in your book) nd I 'Wish they 
woul d pr nt th(, t pl ay of t hat I coul d see it many morP t i nes . 

I•ll writ e again soon and am sor ry this has to be done i n such a hurry to
day . Woul d you r eli eve my worries by dr oppin g an air ,.nil postc ard to l et 
me knO\I i f the phot ogr phs re nchP-d you? Be.,t wishes to all o'f you . 

Yours , 



J r. Rol~rt Fr&nk , 
!,. Tr:ird Avenue , 

New YorK City , 3, 
Nev York . 

December 29, 1961. 

Thf' check in pa~'n:ent for yn1.,.r thirty r.;_nts has j u t eorr,e ,.'r o;r. t e 
business o f i r e ana we ar£> closi n, at 3 : 00 o' clock , o I an; hurr.r :.ng 
t his o ff to yo u. I hope 1 t re~r-h "~S you soo n unJ I \.l'a.n t to te ll yo u 
~eai n how hat -:_:y I run we br;.ve the pr ints . The; t.re really hanui:;one 
anrl are goin e t o fi t well on 18 x 22 " btrathmore 11..c t s. I a11 ou t ting 
u ;- "i ve of then i n the pri n t s tua.y r oot1 for ever yo ne who cones in 
t o see . 

I hope wr> t rP at,le to get some of the Show pictur e s but ma.,r wait until 
I see you as you may hr.,o m&.cte many o~ that w,--'e not l ublished , 
nc we hould ha.ve some of your e rlie r work . There is one of e. ct.r i n 

that :FfB.Xtd:.im: portfolio at the Muetel;!Il of Moctern Art which is the grP.1::,t0st 
pi " ture ev <:r maae of a nodern auto rr,obi.le . 

I t was gcod to te.lk w:i.th you to.:iay . I a.lmos T, sent Pub l o a Ci vil Wa r 
cannon to assemble :or Christmas but maybe yo~ dont like such tidngs in 
your hous e (I assure you it wont sho ot ). Gr ace M&yer gave ffie a dr e~sing 
down because I l ke to re f .J books abou t t he Civi l War so I feel rc1the r 
self - consciou s. How~v~r , I hearJ. f rom her at Christmas t.nd I ho.re I run 
forgiven fore whi l e . 

Dye Bye B rdi e is hen end t.QE t is my new vic e. The peo ple in i t her e 
( Joen rl1.ond 11 i s thf' mother ) are much better h~n theJ w~re in New .fork . 
I t?"O f>''f"r:f time I 01;;.n _,Pt $ 6 . 00 for a ticket . Every ti1:•e I see t he 
\ci 1s ' tele phon e chorus I w sh .for you . The ki ..ts Ere a-1 won . ..ierful i nd 
ther e is a. roc k n.i ro~l sinee r (J esoe Pee.rson Ls Conrc ,r, Bir die ) who is 
l ikr> some--ne you mi v,ht hi , e cre f ted . Lin col n Kir " t 0 in 1, th rot. ·h h ere 
week before l ust and he went (lie esked. me wh .. H'P, I wan t.ea to bo). He cnn 1 t 
sit sti 11 even at his own bal lets , but I Lbo e i m ::.tuy i..lltil t l,:: end . Tr.is 
show is the b~'St thing I :Cnow f'c.1· po;,1..,lai coLSUwption which us s cor temf,ora 
ry peo ,>l e and situat i ons without s:tnkin , un der, E"SS'.;.t,l?S for re .a rm 0r run 
nin e ::rou nd on symbo ism . Wnic h is onn o·· ths ;.0 0 l thi n6 r ,~be 1..t :101...r 
pi.:?t ures: all your pe or le mE>de their environments enJ .he.i lire livi ng i n 
them li .. F fi.sh in ..,atE>r. 

Let me kno w aboi..t the gun. More sco n and I l,cre i::.11 cf you ht. vr a hq.,py 
New Ye r. 

'incere l y , 

. l 

... I 



-



Mr . Rorer t Fnnk , 
34 Thi rd Avenue, 
New York City , 3, 
Ne.; York . 

Deir Rob~rt : 

Apr il 1;..;, 1962 . 

Hnrp i s the l i st about which I talked with you on the te epi one . Don' t 
hur r y wi th ma in g the printo . ;,.s the fu nds & re uvnih.ble , my .... nl y ob tbcle 
i s ge t ting the ap pr ova l of t..11.e comrri tte e. How'1ver , I ct.n f;lilO'h'" "them rep oui.c 
t ions i f t he pr i nt s a re not her e and lb .t er - wher1 the photogri;},h:6 ar ri ve -
m ke set tl ement wi th yo u. hS you w 11 not i ce, then' or 18 t:bj e:cts on tbe 
l i st ins t e,-a of 16 ( I bdde d two more ri gh t f t er te l k i n~ Hi t,l, you) inu I 
won'e r i f i t would be r oseib l e t o hav these fo r ~ 450 . 00 . I f you f~e l ~ny 
relu ct ance abo u t thi s, pl ei se let ·1e kn ow, for I ft-.el t h i s i f: E.. l o t or' work 
fer the> runot.nt off red . -~ 

I c1il_ed Walker Fvl Il B end ti lkeL1 wi t h hin toda y . I hf'l mi.ch concernect ubout 
hav ng sel ct ion of his work here and I h, ve though t a l o t tbct..t, it since 
I CE.me ba ck . OnA prospec t evep or &ted , but otl-}ers e.r e ire i 6h t . I t, i _s vb-
surd th.-re shoL:u bf! eny halt about this . ··ell , I ~m bu s; wit,h i t ~.mi 1;m 
sur ~ sor.ethin· wil l co~e of it . 

! t we-r- f_pod t o ti l,c with you yestrrda y and I ' 11 -write & lont le ·t te r soon . 
I ni=•ed anoth"-'r bus riae for ins pirat i on e.nu wis" it coLld be t o New York . 
I' 11 n , · r forget tht t r,re£:. t spt:.ce of Oh io i n the snow i n the late f. f ter ..: 
noon where ther-"' v.::.s a sto p for somotLin; to e&.t and then goint;; on throug h 
the ni ht to br e kfac;t at your house the ne: t morn· ng . I ' i iu too gr •bt 
a hurr y r ight now to ra;<e se nse (t 1,n nt, t.o be st.r, t ,et tr:1 & "l ed 1,, is 
& t, rnooh) end on toJ; of ti1E t I em tirF>d . :.c. tely I hi. VP b n r [;.ui nr~ Frenc h 
books e ll ni --:ht lo ng and l t uo PS not l ei... e 1..1..ch of me t o r .ove i,rouna in 
t he 11ornin g . 

Good wishe~ ~o ell of yo u and I miss sceinb you , 

Si ncerely , 

P . S. If you s-.,nd uny rri n ts or tea r sheet s of 11.i.in,.,. serie s {I' m 1;sh rr,,,d 
· my i nor~nce of this ) I ' 11 make thf' se l ecUon .!::n mei: them bbc tc yo u 

r i eht ay . 



l'JT. Robert Frank, 
34 Third Avenue, 
New York City, 3, 
New York. 

Dear Roberta 

December 27, 1962. 

I have just received your . letter. I'm al\.18.ys happy when one comes - they 
even look good - and this was a long time coming, so it has been enjoyed 
more than if I had had it sooner. I have not known how to begin writing 
you to tell about how I was in New York at the end of November and 'tried 
many time• to reach you but no one answered the telephone. I planned to 
go over to your place but the few a,vs passed by and I was never able to 
do it. The last day (a Saturday) Walker f!:vans took me to lunch at the 
Century Club, a place 1 111 never forget, and he alone could make me feel 
thin g are all rieht even if there is only one right person left. I am 
not going to get unhcU:thy and become an optimist, it is only that arr 
Evans can make you feel like resisting all this d8JI!ll8d nonsense for a 
while longe1·. He· is the proof it can ba done. The night of that same 
OBJ' I saw the play by Edward Albee for which I had been lucky enough to 
get a .:1ei:,t. I hope it is still there when I go back and that I1ll be 
able to get in. I like to read his plays - he is almost the only living 
writer in the U. s. l ca1·e anything a·bout now - and it is ever1 better to 
hear them. That whole last day obliterated all the photographers and 
photography I was loaded with. The bus ride back w11s greats everybody 
on the trip had arrived in airplanes from :turope that mo~·ning ( that is 
§11 except. toll!' Americans) a:nd they were going to visit relat1V€& in 
remote places. There was a Turkish automobile mechanic and a machinist 
from C.reece. And a Scotch carpenter f'rom Claego'W who knew all of Robert 
Burns and talked to 1t.e all night. He ga.ve me some Three Nuns tobacco 
and Senior Service cigarettes and now writes frm MinneapoH.s. But I 
came back to Chicago very sorry I hadn't seen you. 

I wish you didn't have to leave the r.;la.ce I like so m·11ch and that I could 
see you there again. It is quite likely I shall return sometime in 
february and before I eta.rt that time, 1 111 let you know. It is good you 
are workjng on a. film and it is not h,u-d to understand ho-w and wny you f'eel 
the way you do about the other kind or picture taking. Antonioni's new 
picture opened here yesterday and I am going tonight. I'm surprised it is 
here so soon. 

1 111 try to find some copieo or The Ar:·ericans. Brentano •s told me last 
month they loc~ted a copy and somebody paid them$ 20.00 for it. About 
throe weeks ago there were some copios of t he French edition at Wittenborn•s 
for I 6.50 and I wonder if' they have any le.ft now. People are alwaye asking 
for it here. 

I' 11 call you sometime before long and hope you will r:iec me when I cvme to 
New Ycrk. All good wishe;s to all of you for New Year's. l have a. four 
day holiday beginning tomorrow anu a.rn going to get a~B3 from everybody with 
my six Castello pipes, a lot or Frellbh books and English tobacco. 
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