May 23, 1960,

Mr. Rober: Frank,
34 Third Avenue,
Nevw York City, Hew York,

Dear Mr, Frank: I+ seems so long since I wes in New York end talked with you
on the telephone that I am &freid you have forgottem the conversations we had
in regard to an exhibitiom. Since I csme back to Chice o, I have been very
husy snd I kmew you had little time o be bothered wiih correspondences How-
ever, I heve not forgotten that you s&dd you sight be inveresied in & show and
my experiences with The Americansg have been so ueny since my return thav I am
writing you &t lest, still with the hope that we may have am exhibition here,
In the last week I heve comple ed en exhibition schedule so that I am able to
give you, if you are still interested, some idea of when the show could teke
pleces. How would the period frem Ayril 28 through Jure 11 of next year sult
you? 'I remember you seid you would like to have some delay and although these
cates - almosgt & year in the future - mey ceem distant, the time will pass much
fagter than we think, ,

I have had the museum store stock the American edition of your books They
ha e sold a number of coples and there is & steady uemend for ite. We have both
the French and American w(..ir,ions in the print study room and they have been

eih&?usias*iv&;;y received by the many youn; photographers who come here toc look

at the prints in our collection., This pleases ne a grezt ueal because no other
book, except Walker Fvans'! American Photo raphs, has given me ego much stimulea-
tion and reassurance &g to what I feel the camere was crested for; 1 Hﬂpe this
does not heve ‘co pompous & sound for I feel your work is the mos% sincere and
truthful sttention paid the Americen pecple for & lony tine. nl 1cugh 8o
different and not stemming from them, it mey be kept in the conpeny of Frank
Norris, Sherwood Anerson, Hart Crene, John Dos Pesscs &ndudedier Fvens end
thege are the best in American expression in the lime I can remember. It is

a real privile;e to heve known ycur pictures in their first fresiness “nd
newnass, Someday they will sprea: to e eryone anu even the most sterile and
anelytical of intellectuals will accept them at leste ‘

I ghould “reat¢, appreciate hearing from you @s scon &s poseible in regard
to what you think sbout the exhibitlon so that I may put it aefinitely in
the schedi.le of exhibitions.

I hope tc be in New York sgaim, at leest in the eurly fell, anu talk with
you ezaine As t, pewriters and Lelephones are instrumemnts of inhibition fer

me, I recret I could not arraen;e & meeting during those days I was there

this spring.

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator cof Photographye
H & &




July 25, 1960,

Dear Robert Frank: As they say in America, "at home in the hotel this
.evening", I want to write you a few lines. Kenneth Josephson came to

 .the museum a few days ago and sald he had talked with you in some gal-

lery in New York. It was good to have news of you again for I think
- often of you end the pictures in your book &re always with me and teke
on more meaning all the time., I hope there will be more and more of
such pictures -~ that you will never stop making them, What else is the
camera for, anyway? As for the things I read about them (by all the
people who take their liberalism the safest way - is there anything worse
than & liberal in anything, all the bad things cen be laid to them - they
are unbelievable, All those written stupidities by the stupid (b@tes is
the word for them) make me almost afraid to go out in the streets. If
there are that many of that kind of "good"™ people around, it's really
dangerous. But when I do go out, the pecple of your world are there
and it is in their environment (not the Rocky Mountain scenery or walls
of crumbling, scaling paint or the baby-kittem-hot-lipped-girl-and-boy
paradise) in which I 1live &nd I am glad. I want to see you sometime &nd
tell you how I ran away from "culture" and accelerated education to
prend all my evenings in & large skating rink on the outskirts of Chicagoe
for five whole yearss, There were meny wonders there and I used to wish
~ someone would ceteh them so they could be kepts Then I found your book
and saw you had dome 1t. Well, I am going beck to that place just &s
soon as I cen get enough strength to overcome laziness and old age. 8o
go on with your presentation of this world which is the only real world -
what's wrong with i1t anyhow? - 1t just tekes courage to live in. 4nd,
after all, what these commercial and esthetic hucksters say about your
work is xhm what they used to sgy about Welker Evans - and how I used to
fight thet. ,

I plan to come to New York in October and hope you will let me see you,

I am kept alive here by the Encyclopédie de la Pléisde and having your
pictures and finding the real things everywhere I go. Of course you

must have seen Truffaut's Les tre cent coups, I went to it many times
last winter (it recelled, aomehowiﬁappy memory of reading the first

books of Genet, especlally Le Miracle de la rose, although it is "externally®
quite different) end last week it wes in a theatre in my neighborhood, so

I went every nights I wish I owned & copy of it. Sometime soon I went to

"~ telephone you &nd ask the name of the distrikbutor of your film. I'll try

to get the Hyde Park Theatre here to show it, if it is to be had,

Best regards now and I hope to see you before very long.

Sincerely,

4900 Blackstone Avenue, Chicego, 15, Illinois.

Have you seen the work of Yasuhiro Ishimoto, the Japanese photographer, who
is living in Chicego at present? He has done some Chicego pictures this
last winter I wish you could sees I'll try to send you his book,Someday Somewhere.




April 6, 1961,

Mr. Robert Frank,
34 Third Avenue,
New York City,
New York,

Dear Robert:

Many thanks for your note. I am weiting iupstiently for the prints

to arrive, although you have certainly been prompt emough about sending
thems It will make things & little less solitery here to have them.

With all my liking for them, I have never seen an origine. print of yours.
As I ssid, in my letter yesterdsy, I'll telephone you &s soon as they are
recelved,

I am sending you e bibliogrephy I mede, believing you might enjoy some
of the illustrations,

Good wishes and more soon,

Sincerely,




' 1 b . L +
[1ou { { & B [ s : N

My. Robert Frank, : oY SR My : )
34 Third Avenue,

New York City, b s

New York.
Deer Robert:

When I telepioned yesterday you were not in and I hed a talk with Mrs,
Frank about all kinds of subjects from Hobert Frank to Jean Genet and
enjoyed it very much., As she must hsve told you, the prints arrived
end thenks for sending them so promptly. I wes ver, unhappy ebout the
movie ticket seller with the Joan Crawford poster which wes creesed
down the middle. This must have happened when the printe were put in
the envelope end it - somehow = curled under, It smoothes out nicely
but I believe it would be best to drymount it end I hope you will agree.

You wrote it would be all right to trim the prints to the edges of the
plctures. This we will do and pot erop anythings Now enother cuestion
¢omes up which I must ask you. I feel it would be & greet help if each
print were mounted on met board of everage thickness (trimmed to the
edges of the compositions) of good reg quality so there would be no
future deterioretion of the originel photographic paper. @f course this
will make the prints thicker bht elso safer for handling end any future
use. My concern is that you might object for some good reuzsom, such &8
sending them out for publicetion, to engrevers, ete. For the exhibition
thege "thickened" prints would be hinged to maetg, put under glass and
hung. FEsch photograph, slightly project from the metboard becking, ap-
peers to much better adventege, &8 we have discovered in our shows.

I am very pleesed with the selection and know you are pressed for prints,
so I dread asking for more. There are some subjects from The Americans
which are absent and which I wish we could include &s I feel they would
both heighten and balance the overall effect of the exhibition, Imn fact,
most of them will be asked for as they are already popular with people
who know the books If you heve prints of any - or all - of these I will
surely be grateful for having them heres You will find them listed on
the sttached sheet, The pege refercnces are to the Delpire edition of
the book - someone has borrowed my Americaen copy and he&s not returned it,

One more cueetion. Although we have not had any notable success with
making sales, we have sold some photogrephs and there ere alweys inquiries
ebout prices. Therefore I should like to know if any of yours are available
and what the cost would be, I = for one - would like to buy the picture

of the boy standing before the juke box. Places where people go for enter-
teimment at night after work, séem with the light of dey intkuding have -
like the skating rink in Hervey - & sad kind of megic attraction for me
end I &m gled you heve expressed it in this picture. Also the one of
sunlight on the cheirs and teble of & restaurant corner with television
wvhich Jack Kerouac so besutifully mentioned in kis essay., This juke box
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I know.
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Mej 13, 1961.

Mr. Robert Frenk,
34 Thir! Avenue,
New York City,
New York.

Deer Robert:

I heve had some diffi

like to scquire fer txc colile ction h@re. Ten 1s not erouLh. When I nmude
the firet choice the number ceme 6 forty end now - &fter much considera-
tion - I heve come down to thirty and even thisg sscrifices some I should
1liks very much to have.

heve trield to recch you by telephone geverel times and feiled, 1 wanted

to sk if you wvu*u conglder meking thirty prints for & 500.00? I know
this is lecs - for eech print - then we offered you for & yroup of ten,
but I thought you micht consider it and let e knowe Seni ¢ card or
telephone me here collect. I &m encliosin; & 1ist of the thirty subjects
with prge referencee from the Delipire edition of Les fuwériceins. If you
do vot heve negetives for ell of them, there &re still ten others it is
very herd to omlt, Could you let me know sbout this as soon &g you can?’

‘»-«

am sorry to send merely & business letter - I heave so nuch to do today.
e‘h ow continues to bp greatiy liked end heg an eversge of 275 visitors
h B

dey.

A1l good wighes,

Sincerely,

Tk | w“? Qm VWL b~ 10-63'

Y wAM m\u . \. 7 NV \.J"U-n\__‘
&»“% S%N lwu toa “Jhe glL
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May 26, 1961.

Mr. Robert Frank,
3 Third Avenue,
New York City,
Nev York.

Dear Rohert:

Juet & note, I heve zlways wentz=d {o write you & decent letter and
heve never done 1t,

Your exhibition will come down on the morning of June Xth (& Mondey)
end we ghould have it leaving here by Air Meil the next morninge. e
will remove the thirty prints from thelr tenpeorary mats end I essure
you they will be packed well end hendled with the grestest ceres I
will be gorry to see them go. Therc has been & very werm response
to the show and there hzve been many people who have come to the print
study room to express thelr appreciztion for having seen it here, I
do hope to see you and tslk with you ebout all thiss Your pictures
end these by Welker Eveng sre smcng the things I heve come across in
this 1ife which heve mesnt most to me and made my rocky exlstence &
little eagler. £nd I am elways smused at how both of you were ignored
end ignored, them suddenly taken up overnight by the big shots and
telked sbout by them =8 if they hed felt that way all the time.

You will think I am desperzte when I tsll you I am in the middle of
Simone de Beeuvoirts Part Two of her sutobiography (La Forgs ce l'gge).
I have just read this in it end thought you might like it:s ®Voick
quelques annfes, une dame qui entretenait ume dizaine de chcts demsnde |
% Jean Gemet avec reproches 'Vous n'aimes pes les animewx? - Je mlaime
pas les gens qui aiment les aninaux?, dit-il.® ’

I'11 write zgein soom or telephone before you leéve. Norman Geske was
here from Nebraska and he admireg your wifle's sculpture. 4ll the best
to &ll of yo Thenkg a lot for the letter - it cheered me up today |

and this wesyol the days I needed it. |

Yours,




Mr. Robert Frenk,
¢/o Mr. D. Bachmann,
DU Mageszine,
Morgartenstresse 29,

Zurich, : : ! ‘X  §§'

Svitserland.
Dear Roberts

Your cable came Monday morning while we were taking the show down &nd
the thirty prints went out thet afierncon by Air Mail, #nsured for

¢ 1500,00, I hope they reach you safely and soon, We will hold the
other prints until we hesr from you. They will be stored in solander
boxes (like the etchings of Rembrandt et al), so don't worry thet any-
thing bad will happen to them, ,

Much hes haipened to me in the lest two weeks and I cannot tell &ll of
it today. Your two booke arrived and I em more greteful for this gift
than anything I can remember - and this is no lie., The inscription in
The Americens made me very happy and I am having a case made for that

okse I'll write you more about the books later, The day after they
came I had to go to NYC unexpectedly, im regerd to & museum matter which
I shall also tell you about laters I arrived in NYIC two days vefore you
wvere to leave and tried to call you many times, but I expected you to have
the phone off the hook and believe you did. It was no time for talking,
80 I'1ll see you laters The best things thet happened while I was away
were seeing your portfolio at The Museum of Modern Art and the evening I
spent 2t The American Dream., Do you have another set of the portfolio
lef't snd ecould we ever think of obtaining one - Bteichen told me you made
sbout twenty-five gephes.The two pleys by Edward Albee have me jumping yet.
I re&d_§§e Zoo 8!%5! in the Evergreen Review last winter and have thought
a lot about it. Too bad it closed the day I left Chicago. I have become
much involved with the company which came to Chicago to do 'The Fantusticks
and they are performing in the ball-room of & hotel where Gershwin used to
stay, around the corner from where I léve, All of them &re people anybody
would fall in love with, They heve & friend who was playing Jerry in The

p Story and wented me to go end find him., By the way, all of them like
you very much and knew all the pictures in the book before I started to
talk about it, Well, The Americen Dream makees much of an idesa I have thoudit
ebout for & long time (you surely hit it well in your book) and I wish they
would print thet play of thet I could see it many more times.

I%11 write agein soom end am sorry this hes to be done in such a hurry to=-
day. Would you relieve my worries by dropping &n eir rail postcard to let
me know if the photogrephs reached you? Best wishes to all of yous

Yours,




December 29, 1961.

Mz, Rotert Frenk,
34 Third Avenus,
New York City, 3,
New York.

Desr Robert:

The check in payment for your thirty prints hes jusi come from the
business of "ice and we are closing at 3:00 o'clock, so I am hurrying
this off to you. I hope it reeches you soon and I want to tell you
egein how harpy T am we have the prints. They &re really handsone
and are going to fit well on 18 x 22" Strathmore mats. I aw putting
up five of them in the print study room for everyone who comes in

to see,

I hope we =re able to get some of the Show pictures but may wait until

I see you &8s you mey have made many others that were not published.

And we ghould have some of your earlier work. There is cne of & cer in
that pxrkekiw portfolio &t the Museum of Modern Art which is the grestesi
picture ever made of & modern eutorobile.

It was good to telk with you today. I elmost sent Pablo & Civil War
cannon to sssemble for Christmas but maybe you dont like such thinge in
your house (I essure you it wont shoot). Grece Meyer geve me & dressing
down beceuse I like to reed books ebout the Civil Wer so I feel rather
gelf-congscious. However, I heard from her at Christmes and I hope I am
forgiven for e while,

Bye Bve Birdie is here end thet is my new vice. The people in it here
(Joen nlondell is the mother) are much better then they were in New York.

I go every time I can get § 6,00 for & ticket. Every time I see the

kids'! telephone chorus I wish for you. The kids sre ell woncerful snd
there is & rock and roll singer (Jesse Peerson ss Conrac Birdie) who is
like some~ne you might hzve crested. Lincoln Kirstein was through here
week before last end he went (Be esked me where I wanted to go). He can't
git still even at his own bellets, but I mace him stay until the end. This
ghow is the best thing I know for popular consumption which uses cortempora=
ry peorle end situations without sinking under iessuges for relorm or run-
ning sground on symbolism. Which is one of the good thinge sbout your
pictures: sll your people mede thelr environments end they are living in
them like figh in water.

Let me know about the gun. More scon and I hcpe &ll of you have & heppy
New Year.

Sincerely,

ﬂ.rf, P 7 R, P ST0.00 moloacd.
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April 1z, 1962,

Mr. Robert Frsnk,
34 Third Avenue,
New York City, 3,
New York.

Dezr Robert:

Here is the 1ist ebout which I telked with you on the telephome. Don't
hurry with meking the prints. &s the funds ere availsble, my cnly obstscle |
1s getting the approval of the committee. However, I can show them reproduc-
tions if the prints are not here and later - when the photogrephs arrive -
meke settlement with you. A4s you will notice, there are 18 subjects on the
list instesd of 16 (I added two more right after telking with you) end I
wonler if it would be possible to have these for § 450,00. If you feel any
reluctence about this, plesse let me know, for I feel this ig a lot of work _
for the amount offered. A ; »

I called Walker Fvens end telked with him today. I am much concerned about
having & selection of his work here and I huve thought & lot sbout it since
I came back. One prospect eveporated, but others sre in sight. It is sb=
surd there should be any helt about this, Well, I em busy with it and em
sure something will come of it.

It wes good to telk with you yesterday end I'1ll write & long letter soon.
I need another bus ride for inspirstion and wish it could be to New York.
I'1]l never forget thet great space of Ohio in the snow in the late after-
noon vhere there was & stor for something to eet end then going on through
the night to breekfast at your house the nmext morning. I'm in too grest "3
a hurry right now to make sense want to be sure to get this meiled this
afternoon) end on top of thet I em tired. Lately I huve been reeding French
books &ll night long end It does not lewve much of me to move around in

the morning.

Good wighes to a2ll of you and I miss seeing you,

Sincerely,

P. 8. If you send eny prints or tear sheets of miner series (I'm sshamed of
-my ignorance of thig) I'1l meke the selection end meil them beck to you
right a ay.




December 27, 1962,

Mr. Robert Frank,
34 Third Avenue,
New York City, 3,
New York.

Dear Robert:

I have just received your letter. I'm always happy when one comes = they
even lock good -~ and this was a long time coming, so it has been enjoyed
more than if I had had it sooner. I have not known how to begin writing
you to tell abcut how I was in New York at the end of November and tried
many times to resch you but no one answered the telephone, I planned to
go over to your place but the few days passed by and I was never able to
do it. The last day (a Saturday) Walker lvans took me to lunch at the
Century Club, & place I'll never forget, and he alone could make me feel
things are all right even if there is only one right person left. I am
not going to get unheddthy and become an optimist, it is only that Wikker
Evans can make you feel like resisting all this damned nonsense for a
while longer. He is the proof it can be done. The night of that same
day I saw the play by Edward Albee for which I had been lucky enough to
get a seat. I hope it is still there when I go back and that 1'11 be
able to get in, I like to read his plays = he is almost the only living
writer in the U. S. I care anything asbout now = and it is sven better to
hear them. That whole last day cbliterated all the photographers and
photography T was loaded with, The bus ride back was great: everybody
on the trir had arrived in airplanes from %urope that morning (that is
gll except four Americans) and they were going to visit relatives in
renote places, There was a Turklsh automcbile mechanie and a machinist
from Creece. And a Scotch carpenter from Clasgow who knew all of Robert
Burns and talked to me all night. He gave me some Three Nuns tobacco
and Senior Service cigarettes and now writes from Minneapolise But I
care back to Chicago very sorry I hadn't seen you,

I wish you didn't have to leave the place I 1like so mach and that I could
sce you there againe It is quite likely I shall return sometime in
February and before I start that time, I'll let you know. It is good you
are working on a film and it is not hard to understand how and winy you feel
the way you do about the other kind of picture taking. Antonicni'; new
plcture opened here yesterday and I am going tonlght. I'm surprised it is
here so soone.

I'11 try to find some coples of The A-ericang. Brentano's told me last
month they located a copy and somebody paid them $ 20.00 for it. About
three weeks ago there were some copies of the French edition at Wittenborn's
for § 6.50 and I wonder if they have any left now. People are alwaye asking
for 1t here,

I'11 call you sometime before long and nope you will sec me wien I come to
New Ycrke. All good wishes to all of you for New Year's. I have a four

day holidsy beginning tomorrow and am going to get away from everybody with
my six Castello pipes, a lot of Frembh books and Fnglish tobacco.
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