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i "J_uly‘f 20" 1963, |

Mr. Bave’ ﬁgntﬁ

483’ Co]umbua ivenue Pt
"Ney Yﬂrm Ct}y, U4, ﬁev !brk. ,ff 
Dear DBVP; 3 1 9Y ; 11 o M evEFpt t

Thnnk you ior Your letier., .The confua1on about tté uuggenheim fol-
lowships has a long story behind it, At the time the awards vere
made, I _was told hy two New | tork authorities that yours was the
only one and when I went away for a month I "had neglected my Pop~
ular Photogranhy studies, Right after sending of f the wall label
copy, | read about two awards and the text was corrected, The
statement ahont tugene Smith is also cleared up, So I helieve
everything is fixed now, A Sl

I w1ah thar» had Leen more amplificatitn of the' lant paragraph hut
the obgect was to hang as wany pictures as nosa:hle, 80 written *
developements had to he saerificed, -Hecause [ have nlvuvs re1t
pessimism is » healthier state of mind than optimism, I hnve hopes
that new ideas and beliefs - and more consistent, honest ones = will
be dgeived irom what is called our "philosophy of despair', Mayhe
this is .°k1nd of ‘inverted optimism, ﬂontalgno's statenent thnt
the reaaon for livxhg is Lo be alive means more to me than our
: later elaborate conatructlona (Freud, Marx, hnrtre) which are all
lulpieiouc in ﬂhat they seem directed towards the porpntuation of
the old absurd and accepted morality against vhich wve should die
fighting, 1 did not infer we are to come to reaffirmed beliefs,
hut new ones, About all we can have faith in is contradiction
and it ise the work of a lifetime to accept thdt. Questioning and
searching should be the objects of lite and not satisfaction for
if you ever find satisfadtion, vou will have no decent reason for
making photographs, Also, the greatest value of any work is not
in its being the personal expression of the one who does it, but
wvhat it arouses in others, All this need net advocate indifference
and passivity « far from it, The best thing about any desire is
the desire itself, not its extinetion in consrummation., Italian
writers, all the way from Leopardi through Moravia, Pratolini
and Calvinorealize this unflinchingly: the French (Camus, Sartre -
but not Genmet) have adopted such ideas, cultivgting and shaping
them to what would end in the old, dishunest brand of ethics, VWe
have junked the past and are either ashamed of what we have done
or unwilling to admit this new condition in which we find ourselves,
As someone wrote of Antonioni, ve are living in the post-Marx, poste
Sartre, post-Freud age and have bharely started to define it, So
you are right when you say "it is a searching and a questioning
without end" ~ there you have the helief of which 1 was speaking.




If you read John Rechy, I wonder vhat you will think, Perhaps his
hook was hetter im the previously published extracts and meybhe the
pnblishers wented it to be a certain length, lle rewrote most of
it ahout ten times and often this is a good way te get far removed
gog{rom the sterting point, Aside from the queatior (nlways tiresowe)
of 'whether or not it ie a work of art, I think it is & great thing
and hope the tough treatment it has received will no shpt. hi
entirely, lie says he is coming here this sumumer Ig”m ow g ’;3
gsitting back home in kKl Paso, stunned b{ pnzgr cgos he g. :
I like the vay he told almost noghing b E mablf lm ‘yet 'made”’
his book snch a clear narrative of the modern tragedy of someone
who wente to be involved to the point of heing willing to 39‘2“"33“
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Hew ¥ork City,. 2&, gse bl 8 tw ome I 1evedsd)
New York. oz ob bigoo I dalw I Das efiw

Dezyp Dave:

T J I Ds gaol exoied [ vadrons ovad LMo}
.nSin e. bne shewxcamt down, I hsva.not found ttmo to urite ‘you and, ke me
this benrs the mark of the.worst kind of-ingratdtudes I sm veryoumueh

oualone kere and « so ' far:ds phetograpiy goes =~ must de-gverythiosHbut.put
the screws in the wall fov hanging thespictures.  Heving o write sld
my own letters, these are often neglected until people must forget my
existence, but I like it befter siils way and prefer doing things myself,
without the interfering help of others,

+Your prints willibe psgked and shipped by express right alter Labor Day.
I em sendiny by mail another packege containing the prints you sent witen
we were discussing how they should be mounted for the exhibition, the
statement which was hung in the gallery and the lsbel for the entrance
lebel for the showe I thought you might be able to use the latter &s
there are no indicstions of dates or place on 1t,

I hope all this reaches you in good condition soon. You will &lways
have my thanks for having made it possible to show your work and for
giving us so much assistance., 1 am very sorry to see the photograrhs
lecve here. I feel it is jus®t as important for people to be able to
look at prints im privacy in the print study room as to show exhibitions,
maybe more, The number of visitors to the print room and the results of
their seeing the photograrhs intimately end undisturbed, have brought
stimulating results., Unfortunetely there esre no pexﬂanent mucseum funds
for buying photogrephs and how we have obtained whet we do have ig a
complicated story, different for almost every prints We must find some
way to have you represented here and before long I shall tele hone and
telk with you ebout thisg, '

When you meke prints again, will you do one of the subject of wnhich
I spoke for Robert Riger, 9303 Shore Road, Brooklyn, 9, Hew Iorkes
Send it, with invoice, to hin at the same address. He ig enxious to .
have 1% end I have told him you will make the print. He is very
difficult to pleese with photogrsphe and I am very fond of him, so
"4t .delighted me when he appreciated your exhibition so much.

I am enclosing the news release for the television, in the event you
did not receive & copy. £8 prejudiced and unforgiving ss I am sbout
television, your sppearance on it was &n exception end I found it one
of ithe few good thinge I have ever seem in thet mew grend guignol
nediun. It brought many visitors to the gallery who would not have
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come otherwise. If the televisicn people hiuve not alrecdy returned the
photograrhs, mey I suggest thet you inmslst they send tiier veck lunmediate=
ly. People u«re very casreless about such thin s nowadays ami photogreihy
ustally . Bu fewgumors then anything else.

Althoush I sm afreid I will not be able to cowe to New York befcre
November, I hope you are thore winen I do comes I huad gldnnédsted _othMoue
to Kentucky this week end, bit hive siven it up., MapbeiltddlntiiodshBthe
erticle (I must)e Whatever I send will be & disappeifityghtDidio¥ wel do
not like heving to write amd I wish I could do something pooddfo¥ usl of
JOUe “
tevad ase(
Youtll heve another letter before long and I hope to talk with you before
Sthen, 0T willoalwaysibe lia; pyprebodtahaving Ithevexhibibtion e ojour witk.
Ttigoas-uvay Iroscheré asion= ol tlie bestwvwerhate dver pdd andedtadid a
Ju wewld of gavd  foridrawing attentionitoswigtatks being dchasiered =~andsno
eihibitienchegobeell nissed ' ndvesdter ' fssclosedl sv od) nl swvewsse =t
e Fogrol Jaum elgoeq Lidaw bedoslysa medio o1s saerds .aredsel awe ym
dleaye egaling ynlob 19leuq has evw aligceedlyy 3t edtl I fud  eomedalixe
o810dJ0 10 gqled yalysiveial edd Fwoddlbw

ool wodad vedis syl asetg.e \d Deglidgh Bdwebasy:Guedtdfle sPhotquruply.
gerw dosa uoy altalrq edd gniuisdnfo eysidosg rTondons [lem yd walboes ms I
ody molsidldxe »dd 10l bedowom ed bluode verdd wod golaauoelb exew ew
sonatine edd w0l ledal sds bas yrellsy edt nl gaud zsw dolidw Jmemessia
as 19712l eidl ezu of ~lda =d fdglm woy Figuodt I .woria endd 10 [edsl
ik fo eosly 10 @0i8b %o saoifantbal og o1s exvadd

ayswlis [llw woY .moom molllbaoo boog nt woy asdosex aldd [Is egod I

101 Lms drow cwwoy woida o eldlaaoy 71 ebsm yalvad 101 sdasdt ywr svad
adgsryoledg el eea oF Yrr02 Viev ms I ,evnstaiaas dowm os aw galviy

oF slds ad ot slgoeq 10 Inafroymi a2z Jeul al 3L [ee? I ,exed evael
Baolildlixe worda o as moox yhudta faliq erdd al yosviiq st simliq +3 dNool
1o stlueet =47 ons moox dmiwqg sdt of sTotialv lo veduma odT .erom edyam
Jdguord evad beduutelbav bans ylefsaldnl adgstyotordy eds znleea Tleds
Lo mueuum JnemsmIsc on 91a 9vedd lersaudtolnl .adluset gulsslumbie
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October 17’ 19640

Mr. Dave Heath,

c/o Jerome Liebling,
Depsrtment of Art,

The University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, 4, Minnesota.

Dear Davet

I am sending this with & feint hope it will reach you., 411 week I have
wanted to write and tell you how much I enjoyed the days you spent here
and I look forward to your return.

The Committee on Prints and Drawings held its neeting on Wednesdey of
this week and I presented your Portfolio '63 (my copy of which I &am so
proud). The committee was much impressed by it and agreed to our pur-
chesing & set for § 225,00, sc I shall asppreciate hearing when we may
expect to have the one you had while you were here. When you do sead
it, please enclose en invoice addressed &s follows:

Department of Prints znd Drawings,

The Art Institute of Chicago,

Michigan Avenue and Adems Street,

Chicago, Illinois, 60603

Attentlon: Hugh Edwerds, Curator of Photography.

Then I shall request the businees office to mail you the check in peyment
for 1t. To send it by express collect would probebly be the simplest way
to have it reach us.

To supplement the Allbright exhibition which ie to be held hera,there #i1l

be & show demonstrating the difference between realism in painting end photogra-~
phy and thers is much interest in using some of the prints frog your portfolio.
I shall lend them mine until ours arrive. This diocplay is not = *100k allke"
show, % la Metropolitanm, but will emphesize adventeges end i ferences, whibh

I think is a good idea.

I hope you are fine., The Comédie Frengeise was here for Zour periornences
this vieek; so I have hed & rether strenuous time ¢ “tending ¢ll of them end
will be thankful to go home tonight end get scne sleeps I'11 try to write
again soon. Several people have seen your portfolie during thoir visits

to the print room and i1t has caused & lot of admiration. Be-t regards row.

Sfﬁéeroly,

Hugh Edwerds, Curator of Photogrephy.




October 20, 1965.

Mr. Deve Heath,

205 West Grend Avenue, Apartment C30,
Dayton,

Ohio. 45405

Dear Dave:

It was good to hear from you this wmorning, Just &#ter my return from

e week a2t home in Kentucky. I left affairs therve very much as I found
them, but the trip was wonderful and the view from the window, as I rode
back, brought me & satisfaction which I feel will last for many days.

A letter fror Rudy has come also end somehow I hope I shall be sble to
go to New York before long. If I do, I am afraid it will be during the
Thenksgiving week for the Muscum of Modern Art has recenily purchesed &
copy of Kenneth Anger's Scorpio Rising and announces it will be shown
there on November 21st and 24th. For me the big svent of the year wes
meeting Kenneth Anger last May. During the lest week of September he
stopped here for three days, on his way tc Peris, where his films ware
ghown early this month and nade & sensaticn, Knowing him has teen &
great experience and after seeing nis pictures, I felt I had never sesen
a motion picture before.

However, I am not certain whether or not I shall go and if I am here it
will surely be & rleasure te see you. Rudy has given such fine accounts
of your work in the last year that I have been impatient to see it. To
miss you while you are in Chicsgo would be a blg disappointment.

Finding the portfolio agein is still a relief when I think of it. Iu is
now in & safe place from which it cannot stray ;r be teken. All good
wishes now &nd T look forward to seeing you, if not in November, at least
some time before long.

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photography.
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