
• Andr~ Jammes 
JO rue de Saints Pere 
Paris VII, FRANCE 

Dear • Jemmes: 

December 17, 1959 

You rlll recollect that last , during nw brief stey in Par i s , you 
offered us your outstanding collection of 19th century photographs , a.txl 

:ve me a manuscript aa:taJ..ogue describing the item • You offered to sell 
us the collection outright for $9000. 

On stwyi.ng the cata.J.ogue, and on further consideration , I ha.Ve come t o 
the conclusion that the collection duplicates so much material which we 
already own, t~t I would no·t be justi:f ied 1n asking ~ directors for a 
specia.1 appropriation . 

I am happy to write you, however, tha.t the Art Institute of Chicago has 
recently formed a Department of Photogra.pey, and ould. like to purchase 
the entire collection, as described. in the manuscript catalo e which you 
sent me. They are prepared to~ the price which you quoted me: $9()00. 

We a.re delighted that the A.rt In ti tute--which, a you know, is one of the 
largest finest art museums in th UnitEd Sta.te s-- has decided to build 
up an historical photograph collection, and we are assisting them by advice 
and duplicate . We feel that 1t is highly important that cities other than 
Rochester ha.v collections of the masterpiece of photography, and I can 
not think of a finer sis for them to build upon than your excellent col ­
lection . 

I havo turned over the catalo to • lfu&h. F.dwa.rds, Curator of Photography 
at the Cbieago Art Institute : he will write you in the near future . 

I recollect with great plea.sure the afternoon spent in looking at your col ­
lection anl I thank you for your courtesy and interest . 

With best wi hes for a Merry Chri a.rx'l. Happy New Yea.r, 

Y=• ~ 

:Bee.umont Newhall , Director 

.. 



r . Andr J 
30 rue de 
Part , VII, 
France . 

De r Mr. J St 

December 2) • 1959. 

' 

Leet M rch it decided to adj the photo ra ph owned by The rt Institut 
sked to of Chic~go to th collection of print nd drawi n nd I wa 

beco A cur tor of photography. 

Hopin to build up an h1 torieal b okground for th1 coll ction , I vi 1ted 
George E n Ho 1n October and took with me 11 t of d id r ta . It 
w s th n Mr. Be umont Newhall told m of the offer you hbd m d of the dis • 
po al of your collection to Ea tm n Hous • He stat th t bout tvo-thirde 
of your trial 1 duplic ted at Eastm n Hou• and ugge ted Joint pur­
cha e by the Art Insti tute nd Eatma n Hous J the 1 tter r eserv i ng those 
it of which they did not h v repre nte.tiorq Of course t hi · would be 
pr ferabl to not owning any of thi i mport nt ter11 , but 1t would lso 
me the acrifice of uch th t 1 of 1nt ere t n .. 1 ignif ic nc • Mr. Newhe.11 
bel i eve 1 t would be of r t · v nta ge to the tudy of photogr phy to have 
n outst ndfng coll ection in our museum \lhich re che uch e 1 r ge public 
nd being loca t din th Mi ddl e W st, 1 v11ted by people f ro 11 parts 

of th United St ts , I ,ould h ve written you immedi tel y fter talk in 
with Mr. Newh 11 except th t I h d to w 1 t until I cowd 1 c.rn if the 
n cess ry fund coul d be provi ded o th t we could be in a posi tio n to 
m ke you n off r . 

On Dec ber 16th, our Co ittee on Prin t and Dravin held me ting nd 
Mr. John M xon, Director of Fin Art , rec cmmond d th purch se of / OU?' 
collection . Th Ace ssi ons Co itt e pproved t hi to d y and I writing 
to info you w re prepared to urch se th~ collection for$ 9, 000, 001 
the pric you quot d r, ew .all . I h ve been notified by Mr. N whall th t 
h h s al o vritten you to expl in the situ tion , 

I ehould like to her f m you at nearly de.t in re garJ to this m tt.e r . 
V are in greot n ed here of early photogr pl.ic mt:.terial an<i I c&n uasure 
you th t the ,... ir&ble surv you ha e brought t ogether , if ·cquir d by 
this mu e , wi.l brin g both knovledge nd ple ure to a l arge nd 
interest d publ i c . 

Since rely yours , 

Hugh dw rd , Cur tor of Photo gr phy . 

he 



AijDRE J.AMMES COLLECT.ION 

In the l e,te summer of th is yea r the important collection of phot:ography formed 

by Ami.r, J smmes, 30 Rue de Saints-Peres, Paris, VII .; Franc e, was offered for 

sale to George Eastman House of Phot ography , 900 East Avenue, Rocheste r, New York •. 

As East man House is the la rgest center in the worl d for the collectio n of photog­

rap hic mat erial, both historical and esthetic , i t was considered the most likely 

pur chas er and Beaumont Newhal l, Director of Eastman House, has l ong been famil iar 

with the f~n:me~ collection. However, about two-t hirds of the J ammes material is 

duplicated at Eastman House and Mr. Newhall, realizing the gr eat importance such 

a ool l ect io n has f or the photograph i c and museum f i eld in the Unit ed States , sug­

jt§tid - sho~l d the colle ct ion st ill be available - that it might be purchased 

j oin tly by The Art I nst itu te of Chicago and Eastman House, the latter reserving 

t hose items of which it does not alr eady have repr esentation. This would , of 

course, be pr efe ra ble to losing the enti re group, but hardly desira ble as it 

would mean sacri f icing much that is of the most sig ni fi cance and inter est. 

The typescript catalogue of the J an-lllles col l ectio n covers 34 pages a lists 86 -
gener a.l items, comprising 1781 or iginal photo gra phs. Amonc the entrie s of the 

! , .. ' . ~ .. ,------... • . ··-

greatest in t erest are the 'tol l owinga 

37 photo gra phs O. o. Hill and Robert Adamson. 

W. H. Fox Talbot . Sun Pi ct ur es in Scotlan d. 1845 • . ,: 
23 oalotypes 

l!I 11 " 

Blanquar t- Evrar d . 

9 calot ypes fo r The Pencil of 
Nature 

86 ori ginal prints of photogra phs. 
ea. 1900•1910 

93 photog ra phs and 2 a:!.bums of his 
per sonal col lection containing 
160 photo gra phs. ( Ca. 1855) .-

·.' 

;,• : 



Jean Baptiste Camille Corot. 

Cliche-verre. 

Charles Negre (inventor of helio­
gravure) 

Nadar. 

Victor Hugo. 

Maxime Du Camp. 

James Robertson. 

William Newton. 

Thomas Keith. 

Bisson, Auguste 

Edouard Delessert. 

Man Ray. 

Vallon de Villeneuve. 

- 2 -
(Andre Jammes Collection) 

Original glass plate for cliche­
verre, Le Paysagiste en I tal ie, 
hitherto supposed lost 

23 early proofs of cliche-verre 
prints by Corot, Millet, Daubigny, 
Dutilleux and Robert Huet. 

239 examples of his work 

42 photographs including portraits 
of Dore, Rossini, etc. 

Album of 13 photo gra phs of Hugo 
taken by Fran9ois Hugo, Charles 
Hugo and Auguste Vacquerie, made 
under the direction of Victor 
Hugo in Jersey in 1853/54 

Egypte, Nubie, Palestine, Syrie. 
1849/51. I75 photographs. The 
earliest photographs of Egyptian 
monuments, etc. 

81 photographs of the Crimean War 
1855. {Robertson was the other 
photo gr apher taken on the expedi­
tion with Roger Fenton) 

11 calotypes, The Burnham Beeches. 
1848/50 (?) 

99 calotypes. Before 1856 

6 photographs 

40 photographs of Sar dinia. 1854 

Rayogramme. 

22 portraits from paper and glass 
negatives of actors and actresses. 
ca. 1850/60. Very important as 
Vallou de Villeneuve was one of 
the predecessors of Nadar and 
Carjat. 

The price of the collection (which was quoted to Mr. Newhall) is$ 9,000.00 

November 19, 1959. 

·/ , Ja,__ 



• Mr . J..n.'lre J ~u:1mei:.., 
30 rue des Sctnte - P .rf' , 
P£ris , VII , 
Frtnce . 

Derr Mr . J rmme : 

J£nUE.ry 81 1960 • 

I apprec ifte ynur prompt reply to 7Y letter . The news i t brought we 
gre· t di SE poointm nt , but I am happy to het .r you re to continue col -

1.,,cting . RPrciing your cEtE lo- !Ue w s an exciting experience in de ed £na 
I fl'l grR.te ful for it . na I em sure you tul l~err.:,t., nd the grer t ho;e I 
ha ( th 1;;t the work aeec ribca in that ct ti: logue might comP to th rt 

n~titute where th in crPL Sin,J int er eot in photogre?hic exhibitions 
h s been most t r Lt ifying a.nc where the need for work s by e rli e r rec. 0 t.er 
of the In"Clium i s so ~re r~t. Of course the obj ect of my tr i_f, to , ... tmen 
Eou e ·ts o learn of mt teri 1 wh ch rai 1 ht be av~.ih .ble En . i 1, wt s 
t~Pn ~r . r1 nwh 11 told me of th,· off r you ht ,1 mi )e th em. 

You spea. of y ur wil-ingn ss to inform s of du.1:·-icLte s , etc. This 
wo }d be o ,' ,-;;ret t. h lp to u and I e.1:s ure y et. it i : '., b r er.. Uy c p­
prec i r-'ed . I f , E>t th<> pn:•se nt or t:.ny time i n the fu t ure , you write 
us of nyt hi.ne tho 1£ E,vc.L.£.ble , I she:.: l be mnst inter ested in het rin g 
f rm;-, yo u . Mr . Jo hn Mtxon , our r,ir ctor of Fine r s , t .. well 1:.s the 
Commi tt~e on Prin . enc• '.rr·,-:.n.;s , £.re m ch inter'9"'t d in bro .. Ci ning 
the C--'1-P of our collec tion l nci incr Pc..eing i ts u efulnes • when I 
s:roke to th m' of e.pproec!.ing you , it w s llighly r tif'yinJ to : ind 
the so co· pcrati ve •. 

Thf.nk yoi. ~ai n for hfvi.n~ writte n an . I look for1.11 n .. to hear ng from 
you e o-t in . 

Y01.:.rr. sincer,-.lJ , 

H1... L _' 1wi. r, ... , C r tor ot Photo.:,rc hy 1 

J rro cit te Cur, or of Print,:, no. .,rE-wing~ . 



F•:bru ar y /~, 1960. 

Mr . Ar. r~ J &~..mes , 
.30 'Kue , . es !: &in, :::-Pt res • 
PLric , VII, 
I'r&nce . 

Dorr Mr . Jur.r.es: 

'l'hfini( Jou ·.'cr:1 much for huvin \-/r i tte n. Tht pr i nt .f OL. sen·t:. ii:; f:... bN.u. ­
ti1\, l cot..pos i t i cn r..n,:. I ci... wri ti nt: to a-:~ .rou t o~ s a. C, )1. pl l'te St't of 
thi> pho to 1,r &ph s. Por ot.r purp o se here I sho ~L .. t J:.rer'er thd,; m , 0W1t.ect. 
I r: fi l 'n; ou r c cl l ect i on we ci.dhcre t o s anuard mat si zes i n 'ive difl.'er ,:·nt 
met.surements so th1..t .1.'or he.ndl inb , exh i bit i on, etc ., i t w,.ml d be more 
pr actici 1 for u s to mount the pr int.s ourse l ves . L the portfo lio co :1-
ta:ns any t extue l i nformat ion as t o the ori gin of the negat i .-es, the 
number or yrin ts you have ma,.,e , et c., we shoula l ik e t o huve it as it 
will te of bre1:1.t value for cc.talol:'.u i n., purp oses . 

,1.-,en jrou se : .: '!,he p r ints ..r..11 you I l et.f..e i nclu ,le an i nvoice made out 
as foll ows: 

The Art Iris":.Hute of hict- :o, 
~.lepbrtment of Pr:!.ntc ltnJ :-rt twi n:,s , 
AttEontio n: Hi.ch ~uwE:..n~s, Curator o:' Phct o,:rephy . 

I o.n v erJ _·l a J yo u wrote 1c.na pl e&te be&r · n ~ Lnd that we ho;e to hea r 
from yo u Pfa in in r ebard. t o dup~ i ce.te s or any othf'r J;ho t0 1 ,n :1.;.ic ""Et1c:ri ul. 

Vlth best r egards , 

tours sim.:erely , 

Hugh Fe.wards , Cure.tor of P:wto r~i-hY , 

/ 



M : ', ... l T· - - "' r . .111. .. ,. " c, b e., , 
J O . u 0 c',...s Sa· nts P~res , 
Pr· ris , VII , 
FrEnce . 

D>ur J''.r . J !:l.r. e s: 

.Mt.reh 9 , 1900 . 

mi..,, sr t o t r irt 0 en , rin t s arr i ved Yh-t rJf.~ i.n fi n con,~i t i c,n . They 
ar <> V"'r J 1Tn d s01 .. e an we are bapp y i n v.:d to h t,v th em. I ! .F sen ~.in ;.; 
thE> i nv oi ce to t he bus in es s o ··n e for pr oc e ssi ng • n .1 you S;,o,. l d r ece i ve 
paymen t ~~ thi n ~ wee k or so . 

I appr eci&te y our l &Vill e'. no t i :t ie cl u s o f th e se pri nt s . Do k e ep u s i n 
r in , .. in r P c.. ... d to dupli cu t e s in yoi...r co ll ect io n or e.~y o th er i-:ho to <_r c:.pi:i c 
i tems w.ti r'h r a:r ror1 '3 your way . 

I ,..,., s in .Jc\.f f or~ w ~P )C bef.'ora l st to ser ve en th jur y o~· s el ect i on fo r 
t h PLot o;-. .:--o.r 1 .. ,· :n th E' Fi e rts exhi bi ,,l ou , sponsor ec by the .L :,rot )oli ,an 
V1..s c1...r1 £n•' th e s ~tur ,· J hE'Vi ew of Li Ler at ure . I L··. a:.:. •n J f.nd ~e l i t,h1.,­
ft. l te l ~ wi t l· :·,!r. HJa ~t t' ayor who s poke of ;/ OU an ,· to l d :1e th ut the 
M,,t ro :pol i :.an t-.'u GeU!n i i:.. t.l so o r)tainin r, o. set o f t he r-1r ints . 

Sinc er ely ;o~ r o, 



October 17, 196J. 

Mr • .Andre Je!Illnes, 
30, Rue. des Svints Peres, 
P1;,ris, VII, 
Frt,,nce. 

Der,r Mr. Jammes: 

I .re.s delighted to receive the prospectus of your work on Chc,rles Negre 
end hi ,sten to write, t.sking you to huve u copy ~ent us. Will you e.ddr'f'S~ 
the p8cknge und inYoice as fo l lows: 

The hrt Institute of ChiCLi;O, 
DepartLent of Prints and Dra1dn gs, 
Hichit:;an Avenue ~:nd Adams Street, 
Chic~go, 3, Illinois. 

J.ttention: Ht.gh Edwttrcis, CurL=tor of Photoi::;rhphy. 

As soon us the book is rccei ved, ~ check 1.·or p,::.;11rnnt will be sent you by­
our aecountint; dep1:.rtr ,,ent. I aws.i t with much interest the 1>.rri vnl of tr.is 
volume and I c1:in assure you it will be welcomed by nwny of the vi:.;i tors to 
our print room. 

I hnve long h~,d on my mind the intention to thank you for the h&ndsorre 
brochure contnining your excellent essay, Pour un mu.s~e de lb. pL,o t u1,r&.­
phie, ·which I hfive re~d t;nd enjoJeJ. sevcr~l tir. 1es. It h!:i.,; ctu.-..sed me to 
think often of you an ti soon I sh~~: l 1,,1rite you h long letter. If, t.t r,.n; 
time, you lrnve 1 terns of which you wish to diSf,OSe 1 pleLse let me he1-. r of 
them. We r-ire in gre~t need of nineteenth century r.mteriaJ.. R€cently we 
e.ccuired the 127 photoc:ruphs or Versatlles by .Att::et, offered by M,,rtin 
Breslouer, b~t I should like to obtt:tin other worl::s by this ~;reti.t ruAster 
to fadd to th:ls specielized group. It is im1:ossible for us to buy the 
krge collection owned by HiLs J.bbott which would be a luxur.v indeed, in 
view of all the other enpfl we need to fill. Do yoi:,. know of an:,r J,tget 
prints mo miJht obtain. But this is not our only need a.nd an; news wh~t­
ever of nineteenth century photogr1::.phy will be: i~rutefully rece:t ved. 

W1.th con,:reitul&ti ons r,nd Good wishes for your commendable efforts, 

Slncerely yours, 

• Hugh Edwards, Curhtor of PLoto1;r1c-1,,hy. 



Mr. Andre J ammes, 
.30 Rue des Saints P\res , 
Paris, VII , 
Fr anc e . 

Dee.r Mr . J es: 

April 25, 1964. 

I t ru st you r eceived my cable for I w&s happ; in deed to hear of the 
Ce111e on col l ec tion . I have w . i ted f or the ihoto e r nph you sd a you were 
sending and I should like ver y much to have more in format i on about the 
collect~on: the number of print s , etc . 

Although we have no estab l i~h ed fun ds for the purchase of phot ographs , 
I should l ike to ppro£ch a pos sib l e donor but wi l: nAed u f ew ~ore fa cts 
t o for ti fy my argument . 

! shall appreciate he rin g fro m you . Yo1:.r book on Negre is a gr e&t joy to 
me: yo1.1r style as a writ er makes all you p blish deli ghtful to r ead and 
t he sstebl1shm ent of th e charact er of this gr eat ~hoto gra ~her which you 
ac compli shed, makes me very gr ate ful . 

All \"ood ·w-ishes to you and someday I hope to meet and t ,l k .nth you . 

s·ncere ly , 

Hu.;h Edwa r ds, Cur tor o,: ?i10to g ra :-hy . 

I 



Mr . Andr, J'ammes, 
) O Rue des Sai nt s Pere s, 
Par i s ., VI! , 
Fr o.nee. 

Dea r Mr. J ammes : 

May 5, 1964, 

The phot ograph s of the Cameron s have arriv ed and it ha s been gr ea t 
pl ea sure to see them. Most of th em were unfamil i ar - or di! ' fe rent 
versi ons of f amili a r subj ects• a nd t he 0ne of th e chil dre n wi t.~ the 
umbre l l a i s a r evel at i on and a prophecy of much th ot h~s come sin ce J 
I ahall return t th ese copi es within e short time . 

\'! ... 

I nm waitin g more in form&ti on about th e coll ec ti on s.s t here i s a 
pos db l e donor to whore I hav e shown the phot ogr aphs you he.ve s ent . Do 
th ese bea r t he si gnature of Mrs . Can:eron on the mounts an d how many prin ts 
are t her e? Thes e are que s t i on donors s.h: ys a sk aud I em wait i ng to he a r 
from you for t he answers . 

Thankin g you fo r th e t r oubl e you ht.ive ul re udy t aken wi i:.h th i s l!Jatte r , and 
wit h best r egards , 

I 

YourG sincerely , 

Hugh Eliwi;..rds, Curat or of Pho to ,;r &phy . 
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Mr. Andr~ J8Il'.lmea, 
JO ll\)e_des Safnta 1ft..1-&•,'·, ,.-;:: , 
PaM a~ VII, 
Fran ,~e. 

Denr Mr. Jamrnee: 

• J 

.o 

• 

.,; ,. 1, ·. i,,, T 

I was doubly delibhted this 1.;ornin~; when I receiveJ the e.nnouncer.ent of 
tbc printin§ \lh1ch baa been m&de from tweutyt,fi ire calotype net;uti vee by 
H!ppolyte Bays rd . First of e.11, 1 t ,.;as ta pleasure to hoi:.r from you q;&.ir. 
a.nd I wua rekllnt.led once more of how long it ib since I ht, •Hi wr1 t ten you. 
! air asha!:"f'd t d1 d not tel.~. you before of the pleasure your 1965 ~r~eting 
card brought 1,1e and r_ow much I hc..ve enjo,y-eci the reproduc t ion froJ:'.I Jules 
Ma!"ey which "au on 1 t . And, of cour ·se, I e highly plm1.sed t:,o hl.ive newe 
of the portfolio of prlnta fror s.t subj~ lcts by B«.yuru . Strun.:.ttly eno~gh, 
only o short time ago, a copy of Lo Duca' s book ,on I:l&y& rd Wll.5 sent me 
by my f&vori te Amer:.ca.n photop ·apher, Kobart. Fr6nk, of whoso vork we 
were the first to h ... ·,ra a one-ma:.n eYliibl tion . 

\.le should like 'very much to obtain one of the portfolios described in th!J 
proerectus .. If it is not too lttto, would you be ao idnd c;.a to hi.ve one 
sent! I must expl&.in, hom.wer, thut approval. of a. purchuse of this kind 
for our collect ton r uat be given by tho Committee on Prints t1.nd Dn.1win~s 
and thl s com1d t tee wi 11 not ha \,e anothe1· meeting until sonietime in Sap t.eml>er. 
I 61.tt aure ther .. will be no difficulty i.n this, so us soon ao I obtain the 
decision, a check in payx..eu L .r111 be 5ent you. I ree;ret only trl4tt I cnnnot 
send U, now. So, if uni_ier these circumstances, you ar;ree to ha.e the k"ort­
folio sent, I shall be happy . 

Please address the .1.r.vc,ice t1nd ship=:,ent ae: follows: 

The Art Insti t.ute of Chic~go, 
Dep&rt!i.ent of Printt1 and Drttw1n ;;:a , 
l'-'ich!gan Aver 1ul! &nd Adame Street , 
Ch!C bf;o, 
Illinois . 60603 

.Att€tntion; Hu&h Sdw1:..rds, Cura.tor of Phato~rhphy. 

I .....,ish to con t ratulate you on th{~ t;;xt of tho prospectus . No one writes 
so lucicily and wt th such <lenai tJ on photography- as you do, and I M: always 



st·i.,t~f •. : ·wb.:m T rc'-d you. Th!..u;.;. ;rou. i.'·~r w'mding u.e an.:..wL.nce:;;cmt oi' :.Le 
fOr~.fclio. So::.c-r:lr~Jr I ·.f r t- -1 te you & cor~cir.e accoL..nt bf son;c of the 
-experien,:es I huve hwl h~re. 

- 2 -

T.f re-.C~1 ',·· .wyou ma;{ lu,.v,c, G.v.r,l.icLttes in your col.lection or if publ.ica­
tion of sets of pl1ctotru1-:hs, suc;i b r; t;·:is \lork on Bayard, ah.oulci be unuert.t.x::m, 
I wt.:.l arpeeci!lte he&r:I.n1. frorr you. :-1y difffrult;;,· -would be t.O expr~ss i!.Y 
rrati tl~de. 

Yours &in<.:erel,y, 

Hu~h F.'.dwnrda, C 
,a .,M 

Q.IJ.IC· I • 0( 
, IIV ta !'1.a'l 

.e•:n£n-:r 

10 ... ne :oon.10,1>1.8 ~rlJ ,AHl'J:,e"l. I .aedw Jn!rn:041 a.td.t beJ.id!..'e(1 '(.lduo.b aaw I 
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aolJt. c:zo'l'l aol~ ~.uoo"lqs'I ~n.1 U<J\Olne ev :rl I 4=>i.lill .... bn.11 e I jd~~o-id b'lo:, 

a\<9a e·,,Hi w bec..,.mI1 \,irt~!d '..'UI I ,ea'1.iJO::> 1o ,oaA • .t.t. rto uav d~ldw "(9'18"1 
1 L'1.t4ons '(..Le,J.aui:,ta • 0'1..s\.16 v.d <:Jj ..1·· Ldu1 ,1<YI1 aJ,tl'Iq 1o ollo1.t'Ioq 9,dj 1o 

91:l J l1Jt8 4.dW b-1 a"8li 00 ,ioocf I! 1 .a::,uti 0~ r. 0 '\q OQ .IJ c 0..j.6 S 11.!:J ,t'l 008 .ti tlno 
ew '11.0V eeoiiw ..:.o ,JW.1'l'i! J·1•,(lo11 ,1:e.q~1 i'JJoii-. n.s!.l ·'Ie.nA e.J .hova1 '(.tlf "(cf 

.110.tJti~1ue >1.J:ll-":1110 .a a, .;d o.t Je'll1 ed.t e"Iev 

Ld.t nl .oedh::>aob oilo1J"I0 1I qdj 1o ~rro nla.tdo oJ d:>u:-1 'Cl&V ell t! b!uorfa e\il 
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