December 17, 1959

Mr. André Jammes
30 rue des Saints Peres
Paris VII, FRANCE

Dear My, Jammes:

You will recollect that last March, during my brief stay in Paris, you
offered us your outstanding collection of 19th century photographs, and
gave me a manuscript catalogue describing the items, You offered to sell
us the collection outright for $9000,

On studying the catalogue, and on further consideration, I have come to
the conclusion that the collection duplicates so much material which we
already own, that I would not be justified in asking my directors for a
special appropriation.

I am happy to write you, however, that the Art Institute of Chicago has
recently formed a Department of Photography, and would like to purchase
the entire collection, as described in the manuscript catalogue which you
sent me, They are prepared to pay the price which you quoted me: $9000.,

We are delighted that the Art Institute---—which, as you know, is one of the
largest and finest art museums in the United States—has decided to build
up an historical photograph collection, and we are assisting them by advice
and duplicates, We feel that it is highly important that cities other than
Rochester have collections of the masterpieces of photography, and I can

not ’;hink of a finer basis for them to build upon than your excellent col-
1wt on, : :

I have turned over the catalogue to Mr, Hugh Hdwards, Curator of Photography
at the Chicago Art Institute; he will write you in the near future.

I recollect with great pleasure the afternoon spent in looking at your col-
lection and I thank you for your courtesy and interest,

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Yours cerely,

Beaumont Newhall, Director




December 23, 1959.

Mr. André Jemmes,

30 rue des Saints-Pdres,
Parie, VII'

Frances

Dear Mr. Jemmest

Lest March it was decided to adi the photographe owned by The Art Institute
of Chicego to the collection of prints and drewings and I was asked to
become curator of photographys

Hoping to build up an historical background for this collection, I visited
George Esstmen House in October and took with me & list of desiderste,s It
wag then Mr, Beaumont Newhall told me of the offer you had made of the dis-
posel of your collection to Eastman Houses He stated that about two-thirds
of your material is duplicated at Eastmen House and suggested & joint pure
chase by the Art Institute and Esetman House, the latter reserving those
itemg of which they did not have representetion. Of course this would be
preferabtle to not owning &by of this importent meterial, but it would also
mean the sacrifice of much thet is of interest end gignificances Mr. Newhall
believes 1t would be of greest adventage to the study of photography to have
an outstending collection in our museum which reachesg such & large public
and being loceted in the Middle West, ie visited by people from ell parts
of the United Stetess I should have written you immedistely after talking
with Mr. Newhall except that I had to weit until I could leerm if the
necessery funds could be provided so thet we could bte in a position to
meke you &n offer,

On December 1é6th, our Committee on Prints end Drawings held & meeting and
Mr, John Mexon, Director of Fine Arts, recommended the purchase of jour
collections The Accessions Committee approved this today end I am writing
to inform you we are prepasred to purchase ths collection for § 9,000,00,
the price you quoted Mr. Newhell, I have bteen notified by Mr, Newhall that
he hes also written you to explain the situation,.

I should like to hear from you &t &n early date in regard to this matier,
Ve are in grect need here of early photographic meterial and I can assure
you that the &cmirsble survey you ha e brought together, if acquired by
this museum, will bring both knowledge and pleasure to & laryge and
interested public.

Eincerely yours,

Hugh £dwerds, Curator of Photographys.

he
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ANDEE JAMMES COLLECTION

In the lste summer of this year the important collection of photography formed

by André Jemmes, 30 Rue de Saints-Pdres, Paris, VII, France, was offered for

sale to Gapige Fastman House of Photography, 900 East Avenue, Rochester, New York.
As Festman House is the largest center in the world for the collection of photog=-
raphic material, both historical and esthetie, itAwas congidered the most likely
purchaser and Beaumont Newhall, Director of Eastman House, has long been familiar
with the Jammes collection. However, about two-thirds of the Jammes material is
dupliceted at Fastman House and Mr. Newhall, realizing the great importance such
a collection has for the photographic and museum field in the United States, sug-
gested - should the ccllection still be available - that it might be purchased
jointly by The Art Insiitute of Chicago and Eestman House, the latter reserving
théaa 1teﬁs of which it does not already have representation. This would, of
course, be preferable to losing the entire group, but herdly desireble as it

would mean sacrificing much thet is of the most significance and interest.

The typescript estalogue of the Jammes collection covers 34 peges and lists 86

general items, comprising 1781 originel photographs. #mon; the entries of the

greatest interest are the‘ébllouingl

ﬁ.‘O. Hill snd Robert Ademson. 37 photographs
W, H. Fox Telbot. Sun Pictures in Scotland, 1845,
' 23 calotypes ;
» " . 9 calotypes for The Pencil of
Nature
"Eugdne Atget. 86 originsl prints of photographs'
ca. 1900-1910
Blanguart-FEvrard, . v 93 photographs and 2 albums of his

personal collection containing
160 photographs. (Ca. 1855) -




November 19, 1959.

Jean Baptiste Camille Corot.

Cliché-verre.

Cherles Negre (inventor of helio-
gravure)

Nadar.

Viector Hugoe.

Maxime Du Camp.

James Robertson.

William Newton.

Thomas Keith.
Bisson, Auguste
Edouard Delessert.
Man Ray.

Vallon de Villeneuve.

-2 -
(André Jammes Collection)

Original glass plete for cliché-
verre, Le Paysagiste en Ttalie,
hitherto supposed lost

23 early proofs of cliché-verre
prints by Corot, Millet, Daubigny,
Dutilleux and Robert Huet.

239 examples of his work

42 photographs including portraits
of Doré, Rossini, etc.

Album of 13 photographs of Hugo
taken by Frangois Hugo, Charles
Bugo and Auguste Vacquerie, meace
under the direction of Victor
Hugo in Jersey in 1853/54

Egypte, Nubie, Palestine, Syrie.

1849/51. 175 photographs. The
earliest photographs of Egyptian
monuments, etc.

81 photographs of the Crimean Wer
1855, (Robertson was the other
photographer tesken on the expedi-
tion with Roger Fenton)

11 calotypes, The Burnham Beechesg.
1848/50 (?)

99 calotypes. Before 1856

6 photogrephs

40 photographs of Sardinia., 1854

Rayogramme.

22 portraits from paper and glass
negatives of actors and actressese.
ca. 1850/60. Very important as
Vallou de Villeneuve was one of
the predecessors of Nadar and
Carjate

The price of the collection (which was quoted to Mr. Newhall) is § 9,000.00




Jenuery 8, 1960.

Mr. indré Jsmmes,

30 rue des Seints-Pdres,
P&ris, VII,

France,

Deer Mr, Jammess

I appreciste your prompt reply to nmy letter, The news it brought wes

& grert diseppointment, but I am happy to heur you are to continue col-
lecting, Reeading your cetelogue wes an exciting experience indeed &nd

I em grateful for its 4nd I em sure you understend the grect hope I

had that the works described in that cetelogue might come to the Art
Institute where the increesing interest in photogrephic exhibitions

heg been most gratifying and where the need for works by eerlier masters
of the medium 1s so great., Of course the object of my trip to Fastmen
House wes to learn of meterial which might be svailable end 1t wes

then Mr. Newhell told me of the offer you had mede thems

You speak of your willingness to inform us of duplicestes, etcs This
would be of grect help to us and I assure you it will be greatly ap=-
preciateds If, &t the present or eny time in the future, you write

ug of anything thet ie availeble, I shall be most interested in heering
from yous Mr, John Mexon, our Director of Fine Arts, &s well &s the
Committee on Prints end Drewings, &re much interested in brosdening

the gcope of our collection &nd increusing its usefulness. When I
spoke to them of approaching you, it was hig*ly gretifying to find

them so codperative,

Thenk you sgain for having writtem &ni I look forwsrd to hesring from
you &gaine

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Fdwards, Curator of Photowra;hy,
hssociete Curator of Printe &nd Drewings,




February 4, 1960,

Mr. Aniré Jeumes,

30 Rue des &&in:s—?@res,
Perie, VII,

France,

Deer Mr. Jemmes:

Thenk you very much for having written. The print you sent is & beau-
tiful composition and I e&m writing to ask you to us & complete set of

the photogrephse. For our purpose here I should prefer them unmounted.

In f1ling our ccllection we adhere to s'andard mat sizes in five differcnt
measurements so that for handling, exhibition, etc., it would be more
practicel for us to mount the prints ourselves. I. the portfolio con-
teins any textuel information s te the origin of the negati.es, the
number of prints you have meie, etc., we should like to have it as it
will bte of great velue for cataloguing purposes,

When you send
&8s follows:

the prints will you pleese inclule an invoice mede out

The Art Institute of “hicago,
Department of Prints and Drawings,
Attention: Hugh Fawerds, Curator of Photogrephy.

to hear
hic meterial,

I am very glad you wrote and please bear In mind that we hope
from you again in regard to duplilicates or any other photogrep

With best regards,.

fours sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photojrarhy.




March 9, 1960.

Jammes,
5 Saints P¥res,

The set ol thirteen prints arrived yesterdey in fine condition., They
are very handsore and we are happy indeed to have them. I ar senuing
the invoice to the business office for processing and you should recelve
payment within & week or so.

I eppreciste your heving notified us of these prints, Do keep us in
mind in re-erd to duplicates in your collection or eny other photogrepnic
items which ray come your way.

I wes in New York week before lest te serve on the jury of selecticn for
the Photography in the Fire A tb exhibition, sponsored by the Metropolita
Museum &nd the Saturday meview of Literatures I had a long &nd Mu;i hL-
ful t=lk with Mr. Hyatt Mayor who spoke of you and told me that the
Metropolitan Museum it elso obtaining a set of the prints,.

With best regerds,

Sincerely yours,

Hugh Tdweris, Curator ol Photo;rephy.




October 17, 1963.

Mr. André Jemmes,

30, Rue des Seints Peres,
Peris, VII,

Frunce,

Derr Mr. Jemmes:

I wes delighted to recelve the prospectus of your work on Chorles Neyre
end hagten to write, asking you to huve a copy sent us. Will you address
the packuge end invoice as follows:

The srt Institute of Chic:;o,

Departrent of Prints and Drswings,

Michigan Avenue «nd Adams Street,

Chicugo, 3, Illinols,.

hAttention: Hugh Edweras, Curztor of FPhotogrephy.

Ls soon as the book is received, & check for peynent will be sent you by
our zccounting departcent. I swait with much interest the wrrivel of this
volume and I can ggsure you it will be welcomed by meny of the visitors to
our print room.

I heve long hed on my mind the intention to thank you for the handscne
brochure containing your excellent essey, Pour un musée de l& plioto, ra=
hie, which I heve resd and enjoyed several tines. It hus cussed me to
think often of you and soon I shull write you « long letter. If, ui a&ny
tirme, you hsve ltems of which you wish to dispose, plei.se let me henr of
them. We sre in grest need of nineteenth century meaterizl. Recently we
ecculred the 127 photographs ol Versailles by Atget, offered by M:rtin
Breslauer, but I should 1like to obtuin other worics by this grewt master
to add te this specielized group. It is impossible for us to buy the
lerge collection owned by Mics fbbott which would be & luxury indeed, in
view of &ll the other paps we need to rill. Do you know of eny Ltget
prints me might obtain., But this is not our only need end any news whut
ever of nineteenth century photogrephy will be grutefully received.

With congratuletione and good wishes for your commendable efforts,

Sincerely yours,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photogrephy.




April 25, 1964.

Mr. André Jammes,

30 Rue des Seints Pdres,
P&ris' VII,

France.

Deer Mr. Jammes:

I trust you received my ceble for I was happy indeed to hear of the
Cemeron collection. I have weited for the photogrephs you sacia you were
sending end I should like very much to heve more information about the
collectdon: the number of prints, etc.

Although we have no esteblished funds for the purchase of photogrephs,

I sheuld like to epproech & possible donmor but will need & few more facts
to fortify my argument.

T shell appreciate hearing from you. Your bock on Négre is & grest joy to
me: your style as a writer makes all you publish delightful to read end
the estebliehment of the character of this great vhotographer which you
acconplished, makes me very grateful.

All §sod wishee to vou and someday I hope to meet é&nd telk with you.

8incerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator oi Photogreihy. .




May 5, 1964.

Mr, André Jemres,

30 Rue des Saints Pdres,
PS.I‘iB, VII’

Frances

Dear Mr. Jammes:

The photographs of the Camerons have arrived and it has been & great
pleasure tc see them. Most of them were unfamiliar - or different
versions of familiar subjects - and the one of the children wita the
umbrella 48 a revelatlon and & prophecy of wuch that has come since,
T shell returufthese coples within e short time.

I am awaiting more information about the collecticn &s there is &

poscible donor to whom I have shown the phctographs you heve sente Do
these bear the signature of Mrs. Careron on the mounts and how meuny prints
are there? These are questions donors always ask and I em waiting to hear
from you for the answers.

Thanking you for the trouble you huve elresdy teken with this mauter, and
with best regards,

L]

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Phetogrephy.
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Mr. André Jammes,

30 Roe_des Saints Phees, (i
Paris, VII,

Frence,

Dear Mr. Jearmeg:

I was doubly delighted this worning when I received the auaouncerent of
the printing which haas been mede from twentypiive calotype negutives by
Hippolyte Beyard. First of all, 1t wae & pleasure to heuwr from you &gain
and T wus reminded once more of how long it is since 1 nuve written you.
T ar ashsred T did not tell you before of the plessure your 1965 greeting
card brought we &nd row much I heve enjoyed the reproducilon from Jules
Marey which was on 1t. And, of course, I am highiy yvleused to huve news
of the portfolio of prints fror subjects by Beyard. Strungsly enowgh,
only a short time age, & copy of Lo Duca's book on Bayard was sent me

by my favorite American photoyrapher, hHobert Frank, of whose work we

were the first to huve & cne-wen exhlbition.

We should like very much to obtain one of the portfolios described in tho
prospectus. If it is not too lute, would you be so kind «s to huve one

sent? I must explain, hovever, thut approval of & purchuse of this kind

for our collection rust be given by the Comamlttee on Prints snd Drawings

and this committee will not heave anotheyr mesting until sometime in September.
T ur sure there will be no diflficulty in this, so us soon s I obtain the
decision, & check in paynent will be sent you. T rdgret only that I cannot
gend 1% now. 8o, if under these clrcumstences, you agree to ha:e the port-
folio gent, I shall be heppy.

Pleaze edilress the involce und shiprent ae follows:

The Art Institute of Chicago,
Departwent of Prints and Drawvinge,
Michigan Avernu# and Adams Street,
Chicsago,

TIllinois. 60603

Attention: Hugh Fdwerds, Curator o! Pholography.

I wish to congratulate you on the text of the prospectus. lNo cne writes
gc lucldly and with guch denaity on photography as you do, and I am always




gratefil when T rawd yous Theni you [ar sending the anvouncezent of the
porifclio. Sonedey I wasbitécurite you a concice account bt some of the
experiensceg I huve hud here,

T RO opfl ize mayou may huve duvliceates in your collection or it pubiica-
tion of sets of phetoyrarhs, such st tidg work on Bayurd, should be undersexsn,
T will appreclute hearin, frov you. My ditfficulty would be o express ny
sratitude,

Yours sincersly,

et Soal 1M

Hugh Fdwards, Cupsdofiodsrtelogan &y Of
JIV 3 t1sq
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