
Mr. Pirkle Jones, 
2279 Fortieth Avenue, 
San Francisco, 16, 
Califor nia . 

Dear Pirkle Jones & 

December 6, 1962. 

\ 

Just as I was about to write you this morning, your letter came and I am 
ver y pleased to have heard from you . A letter to you bas been on iey mind 
v r since we resumed photogra phic exhibitions h re in 1959. Ansel Adame, 

Minor White and th e work of yours I have seen have~ encour ef and kept 
alive my int erest and I have unwillingly deterred communicating with you 
b use ot th innum r.able distractions of this large museum which ha 
become almost a public t horoughtare . So many people who mean much to 
me and who h :ve never heard of my existence have had to be neglected . 

The meeting with Dorothea Lange last week was a surprising and important 
event for me and the possibility of showing Death of a Valley has mad 
me very happy. Seeing this sequence in Apertutt 1 enough to convince 
one there is nothin g el se like it . I hope the exhibition of January 19th 
through February 24th wi ll not press you too much. If possible, we should 
like to have the photo grap hs here by January 2nd. Pl ase ship them by 
Express Coll ect - Insured and ddress t he shipment as follows z Department 
of Print s and Drawings, The Art Institute of Chicago, Michigan Avenue and 
Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois , marked Attention s Hugh Edwards, Curator 
of Photography . As for the making or the case to contain the oxhibi tion , 
please send an invoice for whatever t he costs may be and address it also 
as above . I assure you that while here the photographs will receive th 
most car eful treatment and they will be r eturr..ed as soon s possibl 
after the exhibition . 

I hope some occasion will brin g you to Chicago for I should like to meet 
you and talk with you . Perhaps you might send us a sel ection of your 
work for us to ee& at some later date . Thi, I feel, is a large favor 
to ask, but I should like to see more and no other way seemo possible . 

There i s much I should like to writ e today, but I want you to have t his 
without further dela, . Thank you for your letter and for the welcome 
assistan ce you have given us . 

Yours s incerely , 

Hugh Edwards. 

P. s. I am delighted you are to inclu de a prin t s ot the subje ct shown 
on the cover of Aperture . Please notify me if th ere are an_y charges 
for t his . And &r th ere are~ costs for the loan of the exhibition , 
be sur e to let ~e know. 

\ 



Mr. Pirkle Jones f 
?279 Forttbeth Street, 
fan Francieeo, 16, 
( "!] ifornia. 

Dear Pirkle Jonesa 

We had the exhibition open on Fri day and th ere was excell ent attendanc e 
overt e -..,eekend (more than 700 on Sunday g.ft ernoon from one until f i ve 
o • clock. Fver;1t hing has worked out well i n that long gal lery and we 
havP fo) l:w -::d the bang~ nr, shNm 1n your photogrra . hs as much as possible . 
ThP responF~ to the photographs 1n the shov has been warm and enthusias 
tic nc I look for vard to the f0,,r weeks to eome. 

I ~ sendi ng hcre\.r'rth several cop1 e s of tho n ws release whic h waa 
issued lnct Friday, , • · •. •ell as a n()t1ce which appeared in Cpicago 1 § 
Amori gyi on Sunday . I hopf\ there will be more to send within a , 
few days . 

T~a.nk ou 9.gain for your he}p, 
\ 

Yours sincerely , 

Hug-h f owards , CUrator of Photo graphy . 

January JO, 1963. 

j 

/ 
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r. Pi rk le Jone is , 

22 79 Fortieth Avenue , 
San Francisco , 16 , 
California . 

Vear t'i rkle Jone&s 

April 3 , 1963 . 

I am guilty indeed for not having written you sooner . The success 
of Death of a Valley was so gratifying that both of you deserve 
quite a panegyric . On Sunday afternoons the attendance rose to 
more th n 800 and many people came to the Print Study Room to 
express their gratitude , 

I hope it does not inconvenience you too much that the show is 
leaving here later than 1 had expected . It will be packed up 
(in your case) this week and shipped out . eve rything is in 
excellent condition except one copy of Aperture and I a ordering 
a new one for you to replace it. W. had the Death of a Vnllez 
number available here for visi tore who wi Rhed to ohtain reproduc
ti ons , all were sold arid ,0 could have used ore if it had not 
been too late to ord r them . I am sorry about thi co py of 
yours , but it wa u ed in the arrange ment of the ehow and has 
suffered a few finger prints. But you will have a new one Roon. 

1 am delighted vi th the handeome view of .' an Frtrncisco you sent 
and whic h has been greatly admired by the many peopl to whom I 
have shown it . I regret w have such a l ong list of cheduled 
exhibitions to get through as I do want to do something about 
your work here . After a fe• more names are cleared from the 
qhooksq I shBll get in touch with you . 

Allow e to thank you again for all the a eistance you gnve us 
in king possible one of our best efforts . I trust that all 
goes well during transit of the ex hi hi ti on and that you have 
not heen too inconvenienced . 

Be s t reg a rds , 
Yours sincerely , 

~ 

Hugh l:dwards , Cura tor of Phot g ra phy . 



~r . I irkle ~ones , 
22 79 rortieth Avenue , 
~ an Francisco , 
CaliFor~ia . 94116 

D0cl l' Pirkle ,Jones : 

October 22 , 19S3 . 

It was good to hear fron you today and 1 appreciate very rnuc 11 

your sendin!! the photor!raphic layout of the exilil:ition \1al~ 
Gr~ . 1 t is imprf'ssi ve an I i1an<lsor.1c and l s llould likf· to kc ep 
it jn mjnd as one of th(. Exliibitionis we would like to hdve . 
1!0\vPver , our i"b h.edule is fillf'd for more tltc1n a year in aJvc.1nce 
c'O' it would not b<' fcasihlP to considPr more shows at the 1)resent 
time . 

l hope you understand t ds Lecause tlw exhil i tion would have much 
i ntt-rest , both to photorrraphers and U1e qt~nera' 1 ubJic , and J 
r< ,Trf't rll) enthu.siasm haE' cat.1":e~ me to run so far atwad into the 
future ,,ith our y lans . It has Leen a privile,re to see the layout 
and l am p;rateful for the opporturiity . 1he packar.re will le sent 
Lack to you today an<l I trust it reaches you safely . 1 assure 
yJu l shall keep tht> sh0w in mind atld l hope you will not object 
if:, r·rcomtnf'rHI it to otlers . 

1 continue to look for\vc\rd to a visit you r:tay make to vhic., rr • 

vur visitors stLi.l incnlire s0 often ab,n1t .Jec.1Lh of a VdlleL 
that it seer.is it snould bf' cH1 pernan'"·nt t·:x.,1ibitlou t•ere . 

·i!1CPF't"IY 'Y)lll,· , 

,luuh dh·.ird.,, Cu.cat,u1· 01 ,,Jtorrraphy . 



Mr. Pirkle Joues 
663 Lovell Avenue 
Mill Valley 
California 
949Ll 

Doar Pirkle Jones t 

February 13, 1970 

Portfolio Two arrived in excellent condition and has far exceeded 
my al.ready high expectations . I am deli_ghted that - at last -
you a .'e represented in the collec tion here and so handsomely . 
It is one of the best portfolios I have ever seen . Not a print 
in it one would not want to own. A nu~her of visitors have al
ready seen it and next summer I , ope t o show some of the prints 
in a survey of photography's histor y. I wish I could look at 
it with you and talk about each print . 

Did I explain to you that we will have to wait until the next 
meeting of the Co:nmittce on Prints and Drawings for approval 
of acquisition? Just as soon as this formality is over, the 
check ::n pay :'lent ,ril l 1ic sant you and I can assure you there 
will be no question or delay at that time . 

Also, I shall r eturn th e se t of tr·ansparenciea at last . They 
have been very useful to have here as I have shown t hem to 
several parties who were inter ested. I apologize for ha v.ing 
kept them so l ong. 

It has been good to be in touch with you and 7ou will hear from 
us again • 

Sincerely , 

Hugh Edwards . 


