Mny 8, 1963,

Mr. Danny Lyon,

5430 University Avenue,
Chieago,

Illinois,

Dear Dannys

I bave had & long look at the photographs you brought today and
anticipate going back to them many times before you take them
awvayYs Seeing them has heen the most stimulating event for many
days, They are hetter than anything I have looked at for rome
time and they are ‘the best you have done, Of coursze the subject
iz freah and great and is sowething 1 have long wanted attended
to, but even this does not gratify me more thaithe step ahead

in your own developement whiclh is shown in these nictures., How

I wiah I had some influence in the world so that th-re might he
a book of them, with a glorifying text by someone like Burroughs,
Jameas Joner or John Dos Passos, the reproductione done by a great
firm like Congett and Huber in Zurich or Pigei in Milan,

Thir time you have gone farther on and present the sxciting sub-
Ject without getting hetween it and the camera, Thank you and
God for no too often served social measages in these pictures,
In them you evoke and provoke emotions and are modest ahout
your own self-expression, This ig always good. And one of the
most difficult things there is to convey to photographers in
discuseing their work, I like photography best vhen it is a
medium of presentation and does not impose interpretation,

When I say your pictures this time do all these things I like,
I am not implying you are not felt or recognired in them, he-
cause ] feel these are yonre probably more than any of your
others,

I hope you will come in and see me 30 that we may talk more
about these prints and youraelf., If you have any time Sunday
of Monday, call me at FAlrfax-4-8000, aa I expect to he home
those days and we might have a talk them, Pardon this inade~
quate letter today -~ I wented to be pure tn congratulate you
before towmorrow,

Sincérely,

Hugh Fdwarda.




1124 Gove. Nichols st.
apt. 10

New Orleans

Dec °, 5.‘, 1964

Dear Mr. Edwards,

It is a while since we have Ween each other, and much has hppened.
I am delighted to say that photography has come to mean more and more
to me in the time that I have worked with it, so that now it clearly
dominates my lé;:# which is fine with me. I necently rediscovered the
letter you wer A nough enocughy to write me about my first motorcytle
pictures in May of 1963, Quite honestly, I aways felt very good about
what you said but never really understood what you were talking about
when you talked of getting out from between the camera and the subject,
and photography as "a medium of presentation." It makes much more sense
now, and really makes me want to be able to talk with you, since theré
is practically no one I have ever been able to talk to about it,.

I am sending you a set of prints that should reach you a few days
after the letter. L‘hey were all done in New Orleans during October and
November of this year., Although I am leaving the city now for a month,

I have set up a perminant home here of sorts, and plan to remain and
photograpvh the city for at least a year. 'l am trying to use the city

to photograph America, or anyway American cities, and infact go to great
pains avoiding signs and liscence plates that would identify the city

as New OUrleans. But you'll see the prints. Linn Ehrlich and I have become
close friends, originally through and interest in each others work. He
might give yoR a ring tof ask about the ppints I'm sending you. I would
appreciate it you would let him come to down to,at them. Since I don't
get to Chicago wery often, we never have a chance to see what the other
is doinge. '

%gom Dec. 14 to Jame 1st I will be in California and can be reached
care of Richhiemer, Canyom, Califprnia., There is a possiibility that I
will be able to get a ride from there fo "hicago, in which case you
will certainly hear from me. If not, than I will be back in New Orleans
during January, and will stay here for a while.

I am amious to hear what you think cf the work. I would like
eventually to have enough. on the city to be able to reduce it to something
mpee balanced and comprehensive than it is now. But there's much more
shooting that must be dene dirste.

Have a nice Christmas, and maybe I'll be able to ses you in wintry
Chicago.

Sincerely yours,

Danny Lyon




Route 2
Midway, lexas

Jan, 22, 1968

MAGNUM PHOTOS, INC. New York 72 West 45 Street, N.Y.10036 Tel.661-5040 Cable: MAGNUMFOTO Paris 125 Faubourg St.Honoré, Paris 8e, Tel. élysée 15-91 Cable: FOTOMAGNUM

Dear fugh,

I have been meaning to write this letter for a long time and
finally waited until I could send you the book with it. It meant
a great deal to me to complete the Bikeriders, for it was my first
book, and it seemed to contain the best I could put together from

hose years in “hicago, before and after I lived in the South, I

have dedicated the book to you and I sincerely hope you do not minde.
It occurred to me when I did that that I could do a better book one
day and maybe I should wait for that. But another book secmed far off,
I will always associate you with this book because it came out ofthe
time I began making pictures and you were so much a part of that for
me, “hen you saw SDJP of theé pictures that begin the set you suggested
they be published, ‘hat was five years ago and such a letter from you
would mean as much todaye, The Photography that you introduced me to
has enveloped me and my life in a way I could never have imagkded, It
has become my life and with it I have grown into all my joy and paine
Certainly this book is not the one you suggestedes I am hoping that

if a second edition is nted that some of its grosser errors will

be corrected, I hope thai SX not disturb you enough to nullify my
intent, You not only encouraged my photography but seemed to awaken
in me a vision from which I will never recover, Zven though I have
been away from Chicago my the deveopment of my work often leads me to
thinXk of you. I suppose in tire end the dedication is personal, and

by way of apology I can only say I meant it very much,

I wish you could see the work I have done since we arrived in
Texas, a month and a half agoe. I have spendl almost everyday in the
fields and cell blocks of the Texas Fenitembiary, I can hardly speak
of it exceppt with the pictures I am trying to make, The experience
is at times shattering and needless to say at times I have trouble
sleeping, The selective process of the courts in Texas seems perfect,
for they seem to have jailed their most exceptional men, The inmates
welcome a chance to talk with someo e from the freeworld and my only
real problem, other than sanity, is that on occassion I get wWistled
at. I hope 1 can visit bh; cago tuls Spring with Rachel and see you
then, Thls is the first and only copy of the Bikeriders I have yet
received but I was anxious for you to see the first one from me, I
am told MacMillan has 15,000 others and as I mentioned, when they
get rid of them maybe they will managedt to print it correctlye, I hope
you have been well and enjoying yoursgelf,




Spptember 24, 1968

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS 77340

Dear Hugh,
I hope you are well, We are still here in Texas, and I

thihk finally I am damawing near a time when I might complete the
set of prints I am making here, The print I am sending is the
only duplicate I have of any of the new work. I hope you like it,
It is at Ramsey, in the six wing cell block, where I ve done alot
of work, e boy in front has a brother on deathrow, Yid you see
the picture in this weeks Sunday “imes Magazine, Its nice to see
it printedle I am going to apply for a Guggenheim again and I would
llke again to bmumden you with being a reference for mee I thought

would apply to continue work in the ptison system, since I reailly
don't know what e2se to ask for, I would like to mention the coming
show at the Art Institute, Do you have any more information about
that? I am looking forward to it very muche. The weather is still
quite warm here, and almost all the prisons are bringing in their
cotton cropes It is a remarkable thing to watch, Many of the inmates
compete to see who can pick the most in a day,

I'm afraid I don't feel too much like writing., The Guggenheim
thing worries me a bit, I Have no way to know what I'ld want to
photograph in a yeare, Right now I just want to finish what I' ve
been doing for so longe. I've been reading Seigfried Kracauer's
Theory of Film and found the =mk section of Photography, and the
references to Rroust quite stimulating, I've shot some more 16 mm
film in the prison and hope to concentrate on movie shooting here
as soon as I get near completkon of the stills,

I hope you're enjoying yourself in icagoe I look forward to
worklng with you on getting the show together, and seeing you and
hlcago againes I'm sorry to have writfen such a poor lgtter also.
You know Mark Yi Suvero has built alot of sculptute in hicago in
the past year. I think one is installed at the °1rc1e Campus.
I look forward to hearing from you, :




Dear Hugh,

FEB. 2

k2

1 don't know if I will be able to write much of a letter, but I
seem to be doing too many important things at once, so at least I know

you'll be happy to get the pictures,
are around 35,
the Guggenheim Foundation,

Manhattan that you already have were added,

I am gending these, I think there
keeping in mind that you will receive another 32 from
I thought that when those of Knoxville and

it would leave with with

enough leighway to put together the show,l have ftried to assemble the

best work I have done since my last show there, so I see this very much

ag a continuation of that, For the record,The Destruction of Lower Manhattan
will be publisghed by MacMillan in Sept, The Prison book shoudld be available
by next February, that is in a year, and I hope will be published by

Knopf, That is not yet settled, but I'm sure will be before the show,

One of the greatest satifactions for me from such a show is to see for

the firgt time a picture from one set, or project, next to something say
from the prison, Because of the way I have been working, particularly

with making books out of the projdcts, I have been so tied down to a kind
of glorified reporting role that I never have the chance to stop and

gee a portrait of my own friends (Rachel,

three boys in “olorado) next

to a portrait of a convict, who is also my friead, The worlds are so

p seperated that 1 hardly beliéve that they are even united through my
own experience, which they are, and only when 1 try to mix up the subjects
in the pictures can I see that they are one world, It is diffichi¥ to

mix the subjects in this way, but when the strength of the images allows

it, it is very gratifying,

I have often been distressed as the thought of you leaving your poss-

tion there, Many people I haveseen have been equally coneerned, If there
ever any way that T might be of help to you please let me know, Friendship
agide T have always felt that you were the most important person in the

fie : 2 photography, and it is very
tha emain active in that field, I
go a

with young people outside of Magnum,
ever it is worth to you,

I am éoing to try to give you a caption list for the prints that
uggenheim Foundation, However difficult it is to follow, I

think it will be better than nothing, All the prison pictures were made

within the Texas “epartment of Corrections, on a number of different

are at the

prisons,

description

IMan in shower

WLan in handcuffs

3Work gangs with fence in foregesuound
fen running across top @gf picture,
guns hanging to right
Young men in hall wayl

6 Cotton pickers

7 Three young men on bench

8 Portrait of Jones, Ventieat NoR Last!

QMen sitting on benches, cells in
background

I%Man with cotton flower in mouth

*! Negro being searched

adical change., Many people are very unhappy with it, as they should
be, and Marc Heboud is trying to unite the discontented, whlch are the
only good photographersg in i1, and take over, If that 11appen’b than maybe
Magnum could again be somethlng to be proud of, Maybhe if that happened
vou could work with Magnum in connection with publishing and working

I offer that idea to you for what

ortant 1o people like myself
hoping that Magnum will under-

. title

New arrivals, Texas Prison

New Artival, * "

Ferguson Prison Farm, Midway, Tex,
The line returning from work, seen
from a picket tower, Ferguson,
Corridor, Ferguson Prison

Cotton p1ckers Ferguson

Zahn, Gunn and Odam, The Walls,
Huntsville, Texas

Aaron Evert Jones, The Walls
Cetlblock, Ramsey Prison

o~

Yo tton picker, life sentence,
Ramsey Prison

Shakedown, ramsey




29 - Poamair of JB@s-\Jorrrial

‘lMan with hands in air

Byan with dogs
fan looking through bars with
cross (shadowh) on face

€Y ung man looking hetween bars

bYoung man looking through bars
with bar crossing his eyes

¥Man being carried from field

(£Man in back of truck with ice on chest

tq9Young man with hoe stick, tatoos on
arms

2®*Negro holding jacket and being searched
in foreground, line being searched

2lMen in woods

3ABoy 1lifting homemdde widghts

2¥ive convicts of trailor -truck

aian between two hourses
L¥oung man with cotton sack on shoulders
Wlegroes in rain

27 Gl aduion (’.Zlq)
2% Tle JARD, HAW SITE 7300 20 BAUL Loy

See you soon-I hope,

25— T35 e Walls

Shakedwon, Ellis Prison
Doghoy, Ellis Prison

Ellis Prison
Ramsey Prison

Charlie Lowe, life sentence,
murder, Ellis Prison

Heat exaustion, Ellis

Heat exaustion, Ramsey

Ellis

Shakedwon, Ellis
Clearing land, Ellis
Ramsey o
Fifteen, Five, thrityoOfive,
Rifix seven and fifteen years,
' Ramsey
Water boy, Ramsey
Cotton picker, ten years, Ramsey
Squad returns from work, Ramsey

Y oo — Te Jre, Walls
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