Cctober 20, 1965.

Mr. Duane Michals,
27 Weat 9th Btreet,
New York City, New York. 10011

Dear Duane Michals:

Thank you for the announcement of an exhibition of your work at the
Underground Gallery in New York. I am diseppointed I shall not be

able to see 1t for I have thought about you meny times since that well-
remenbered day when DU arrived and I first saw your work. I vas great-
ly impressed by those photographs which expresesed so many of my own pre-
dilections and they have remailned fregh and very much alive in my mind,

I found you in the New York telephone dirsctory a long time ago and as
I may be in New York for a week &t the end of November, I may call you.

With best wishea,

Yours sincerely,

Huzh Edwards, Curator of Photoygraphy.




Janusry 6, 1966,

Mr. John F. Mathies,

John 8imon Guggenheim Memorial Fcundation,
90 Perk Avence,

New York City, New York. 10016

Neer Wr. Mathias:

T sz sending herewith the reports on the work of Rudolph Janu end Duune
Michals end within the next desy or soc will mell the remalning report ror
Ray M=tzker. We have had & great mumber of visitors and unexpected work
during the last week and I regret very much that I have not been able to
have these statements reach you gocner. I rewrote the Dusne Michals
report and 1% 18 not sent you on your usual forz sheet. I hepe this does
not inconvenience you too much,

I am very grateful to you for your patience and trust I am not toc lats
with these ststements. I uar much Interested in the work of each of theae
three candidates end am glad to have had thie opportunity to recommend it

g Sincerely yours,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photography.

sz ."-VT qaet . \=1-66




necuested ofi Neme of Cendidete:

Hugh Bdwards, Mr. Duane Michuls (4)
The Art Institute of Chicago,

Michigan Avenue and Adams Street,

Chiczgo, Illinols. 60603 .

REPORT: 8iuce the publication of his photogreyhs in DU sometime ego, the work
of Duene Michals hes been of much interest to me. That eelection of photographs
wes &n early snd welcome exawple of & new photographic approsch which set ocut on
new ways of freedom from many of the sentimentslities of "involvement" und by~
pessed the tirdsome (often ridiculous) repetitions of nalve goclal idess. The
bhuman end acute sophistication of his ettitudes briuvgs us te single individusls
and not types. The snecdofe - one of phoitography's most ccumon texptations -

ig entirely sbsent from his work =znd he doas not try to creai an i1lilusion of
profundity by photozrephically plegiarizing painting and other arts., His
photosrarhs are honetly photogrephs end since they employ those abilitles

which are unique to photagrephy, they are exemples of the art of photography.
The possibilities of his apecisl objectivity were brilliantly displeyed in the
geries of "fashion" portraits in the December 1965 issue of Esquire. These
prove a commercisl assignment dan result in observations which are deeply re-
vealing and impressive with sharp mesning. Mr. Michals does not have to ghout
frow housetops, inclte rlots or preach shs'.low metaphysicse to make his truthful
observations persuasive and convincings It 1s good to hear he plans to photogrepn
places without people and have the pro:zise that he will show us lnteriors.
Photo,raphers, generslly, have relied ou exteriors and on pecple themselves to
depict human expression, so Mr. Michals' difficult new project is commendable
and provokes lively enticipation. After so much considerstion of of the exterior
end the loneliness of man in society, one 1is impatient to see what a gifted
young artist will ghow of the interiors &nd deserted pleces.

Bigned:t Dates

Porition or Title

Address




March 14, 1968

Mr. Duanc Michals
109 East 19th Street
New York City,

New York

Dear Duane:

I enjoyed talking with you by telephone and am happy you have
agreed to have a show here., This is something I have wanted
ever since I saw your photographs 1or the first time when they
were reproduced in DU,

The dates I have fixed for the exhibition are June 9 through
July 28 of this year and I believe this will allow enough time
for selection snd preparation without too much fuss and hurry.
About 75 prints, most of them of the 11 x 14" size, will be
nceded, We will take care of matting, etc. here and 1 assure
you it will be done carefully and satisfactorily,

1 ha&e planned to come to New York sometime in April and should
like to make a selection with you, However, there is a cata-
loguing job I have to finish here and have in the press early
in April which may delay my departure, 1 shall call you again
soon and keep you informed about this. In any case there will
be the month of May for making prints and sending them,

Ever since the few moments you spent he¢re I have wanted to dalk
with you again, so I look forward to knowing more of you in/ the
future, All good wishes now and more soon,

Sincerely,

Hugh kdwards, Curator of Photography.




DUANE MICHALS

109 EAST 19 STREAT
NiW Y6RK CITY 10003
473 1563

MAY 14, 19648

AU&H EDWARDS

CHICA@® ART INSTITUTE
MICHI®@AN BLVD.
CHICAG®, ILLINGIS

D&AR HUGH,

THANK. YU VERY MUCH FeR A MEMORABLE VISIT.T& CHICA&® AND FéR SHARING Y<UR
FRIENDS WITd ME. I AFPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH. 1 HEPZ YGU KNoW HeW FLEASED I AN THAT
Y6U AR& @IVING MK THIS @PPGRTUNITY Té SHed. IT MXANS A LeT Té ML. I THINK

THAT W& UNDERSTAND XACH 6THER..MAYBZ WE CAN SPaAND MeR& TIMA Te¢LTHKR Ni&XT TIMi.

EXCLOSED ARE THE PRINTS THAT I &WE YeU PLUS SeME NiW PRINTS N A F&w TRAT I
HAVE ALREADY GIVEN YG6U. I THINK THAT THASE NEW PRINTS ARE AN IMPREVAMANT eVid
TH®S5k. WeULD YOU PLEASKE BE SURE Te¢ SEE THAT THE NEW GNAS ARE ZXHIBIT&D AND KeT
THL 6LD PRINTS. THE C@WB@Y IN TEXAS IS FGR YeéU. I'D LeVE Te SLI Y&UR FiRS&NAL
COLLECTIeN. IN THK FUTURE, IF I D& ANY PHOTe4RAPHS THAT I FakL YeU MIGAT LIKS,
I'LL S&ND THEM T€ Y6U ®R YGUR eWN AMUSEMANT.

PLEASE L&T ME KNeW IF I CAN Ba &F ANY eTHER ASSISTANGZ.

SINCERELY,




June 28, 1968

Mr. Duane Michals
109 East 19th Street
New York City

New York

Dear Duane:

I am sending herewith a set of photographs of the instal-
lation of your exhibition by Robert Pottinger who photographs
all the shows for us, I thought you might like to have them
and asked him to print an extra set to give you,

I did enjoy your being here on Saturday so much and hope to
see more of you soon, I am leaving on Monday (July 1) for
Kentucky and will be at Irving Cobb Hotel, Sixth and Broad-
way, Paducah, Kentucky, for three weeks. I hope you see
the land of rivers sfimeday. I'll send you a card while I
am there,

All cood wishes and thanks Lo you now,

Yours,
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November 15, 1968

Mr. Duane Michals
109 East 19th Street
New York City

New York

10003

Dear Duanet

At a recent meeting, the Committee on Prints and Drawings approved the
acquisition of fourteen of your photographs which T had selected from
your exhibition, During one of our conversations, you stated you

might give ue a number of prints, when the ‘choice had been made, should
we care to purchase others,

Would it be agresable with you if we sent you a check for $ 200,00 and
add the fourteen prints to the permanent collection of The Art Institute.
Your show was very popular during the extended period it was up and even
yot people inquire sbout it. I am delighted by the success of this
event I had wanted to take place for such a long time,

When I have heard from you concerning the prints spoken of above, an Art
Institute check will be sent you and the other prints returned by express.

I thank you again for your cooperation and the fine display you sent us
to exhiblt. Also, I assure you, if you make it possibls for us to obtain
the group of your prints, they will form a much needed addition to the
collection and will be seen by many visitors to the print study room,

I shall write you again or telephone soan. Best regards nows

Sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photography,
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