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GEORGE EASTMAN HOUSE 

Mr. HU€,h Edwards 
Art Institute 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Hugh: 

900 EAST AVENUE, ROCHESTER 7, N. Y. 

Decem-ber 17, 1959 

I conGratulate you on wbat must be a record appropriation for photography by 
an art museum! Herewith nw invoice, and a copy of nw letter to Jammes, which 
I hope will do the trick but I r..ave the impression tbat he is a somewhat 
tricky character and he may write that the q_uatation was made so long ago 
tbat it is no longer valid. Bui I am sure that you can negotiate. 

I am delighted with your success . I feel that it is important for other 
centers to collect photogrc\pby. With wbat you are getting you will have the 
best collection of 19th century things next to us. 

I 111 keep you posted about Photography at Mid Centu_ry. Off hand I should say 
that a Nove.rnber date would be splendid. 

It was a disappointment indeed not to rave bad the day with you. I bad to 
return to Rochester via New York City~-it was a long and tiresome do. I ar­
rived at Idlewild at 2 A.M., took off next morning at 7:55. The jet which 
was to bave taken off from San Francisco at 2:15 a_idn1t get off the ground 
until .5:1.5! Air travel is great when it works! 

All best, and again sincere congratulations. 

l 



Mr. Beaumont Newhall , Dir ector , 
Geor g Ea unan Ho~se, 
900 East venue, 
Rocheste r ., 7, New York. 

Dear Beaumont: 

December 21, 1959. 

This 1s my day off but I ca.me ctown fore few mo ents to see how the 
Metzker show i s goi ng., so I he.v--e Jus t found. your lette r and read it . 
Thank you o much for writing - I am much el ted over the prospect of 
the t hin as we mey get and r eading your vor os maue ~e even happi er . 
I am vor; gr oteful you h ve already written Mr . J ammes and I shall 
send him a letter tomorrow, m iLn a copy to you . 

I ha re asked Mies Perce , our secretary , to st rt your invoi ce through 
1 ts processing and you shoul d h&ve t he check before the end of t.lie week. 
I run delighted we are to have these ,hin ge of yours . I remember you 
spoke once of the possibility of finding a dupl icate of o•s liiva n• s 
Ancient Ruins in the Canon de Chelle - do you think there i s a ch&.nce 
th t we might get one somewhere? 

I shal l write again tomorrow. I wn very cheerful th ese days anu I vas 
pleased that Mr. Maxon, the Di re ctor , made such a noble gesture in the 
direct ion of th e J ammes collection . 

All good wi sh ,?.s an , JJ10re soon , 

Sinc erely , 

Hugh Edw rds. 

he 



Mr. Beaumont Newhall, Dir ector , 
Geor ge Eeetm"1n .Hol:.se , 
900 East Avenue, 
Rocheste r , 7, New York. 

Dear Be umonta 

December 24; 1959. 

For ve my haste every tim e I write l~tely . It is noon an~ we are all 
try in g to get away for the hol i d ys . I shall go home and dream about 
the thin gs we h v e acquired • and the possibilities o~ Janunes. I wrote 
J · , es yesterday nd enclosing copy of my letter to him. Just e 
soon s I h ve a reply , I shall let you hear . 

80 fr , i t looks like a happy New Year and ve OWP. a lot to yo u. I ' ll 
wt-i te more soon . I ha :e Lee n re ding a grea.t book of Itali an short 
stories by a new write r, ! ta.l o C lv lo, which I'll end alamg la t er. 
I ' ll ne ver f org et how happy I w~s th~t n1eht you spok e of your lik t ng 
for Leopardi. , 

All the be st to you an J to ?1 ncy - I miss you and wis h I coul u come 
back soon. 

So Ha.pw Chris mae an d New Ye r ... I'll think about t.he coffe e i n your 
hou e and the photo gr r hs iri the living room and all thos e m gic s pice s 
in th e kit chen. 

enclosure 
he 

Yours , 



Mr. Beaumoht Newhall , Di r 0 ctor , 
GE'or r e EE<str:.an Hou se , 
900 East /', enue , 
Rocrestc r, 7, 
New York. 

Der,r Deawnont : 

J 1-.:.nuary 9 , 19 60. 

I ar:-, enclosinb b. co ;);J o' t!.o lettc"'r we lu,·;e ha, f r om Ja£111es . This i s 
whrjt ¥.crvr i t chlls th"' "e xpectca surprise " arni a l tl-iow,h I ..;i.s E..lmost 
certain that after al l ,id s time we we lo not ob ~in the collectio n, 
I ~eel we h" ve los t, the bPst opportunity we ~ill eve r nae to pt.t 
tl: in es here ·· n u ,~ocd found& tio n. Thank you alwa.ls for ell thr> ._rou ol e 
you hE . P taken ~,i th th i c mat ter ann for the 1 elp ycu hi. 1 e _-i ven . 

I an: ;_:ratef i.l L::.sc for the t i ps f4bout Lowderr:1ilk and Duvi a l~cGee. Mr . 
Mcxon., th,.., nPw Di recto r ol' Fin e J.rts , haL been r~ost cooperf tt,i ve E.nd 
en cot..rt?gtng bout obtiiinins thin g &n ... I sJ-.o ,l d lik e t.o wri t.e for the 
'I'i:..lb o t Sun Pi e ,,ures . Ho.-mver, after ca _li n . the C .ics io P;..,c.:.ic Li tr& ry 1 

I hbve he report that -:.hey do not find Lmrdermil,-;. in the Wus::in e, to n 
dir ectory ar1j Di Yid !'cGeo i z no t list ed in -:h e San ?n.. nci sc o book. 
PPr hcps Lowe e rn ilk i & no lon ~,er in bus.! ncss and McGee• s shop may be 
un ,Jer .!:!neth e r m.l"le in · h 0 telephone list . 

A few days ag o Mr . McGraw s ent us his Westons . Th('re nre 20/.,. prints anu 
th,;.>se a.re b.ll he ha a . Hr . Mclinw s t£, es We&ton mau e a persor, w. selection 
for him of wh •t t.e conbldered his be t. On the ba.ck or' o& h mat is a 
pr:i.nted l abe l whicl : i n ;.i.i cates s x sets of 830 prin ts were meide. In on e 
of Mr . HcGr E:.w' s l etters he ment ion s thr.t N&ncy WbS present &t the t:'.me 
the sel ection nd I wonde r if she re embers a.nJ t hin .~ e.l;ot.. t th is. uoubt ­
l es s Mr. McGraw f elt he did not have room for d.30 prin t s - and that a 
lel nction be made. I f there were six sets , uo you J.Cnow whut w&s acn e 
abou nis posi nG of the m? 

Wha t a bot her an u nui anc e I amt Ym.. r1us t ar8t ,_, the 6.l'r.i.vu.l of the rn&il 
e'fery day wit all these let tor s f r or.i ChicC1go. 

As we have qui . te t. st ck of exhibi d~ns bef or e us &nc.. will Wt!IL, t.0 s L::-w 
some of our new acces si on s, I'll he. e o wait unUl l c.itPr o suy an.,rtr.ing 
de finite bo t Photo raphy at t-'i ct- c , ntu :rz. The Met zker s,.ow is c.~1.i t,e a 
ucces s f n': we hr ,e more and . ore 1: isi t ors to the Pr 1 nt c1,L.ctJ Room t,o look 

at photo gra ph s . Not onP dEy h&s p&ss ed sinc e we &c~uirea Act~.s• ortfolio 
Two trwt we hav0 not hu d at l eHst on0 visitor to sc.e it. 

All goo J wishes to yo u nd thunks Rn:in for e. er.:rthing . 

Sinc ere ly , 



Y.r. B"'aumont Ne"frell , Di rec t o r , 
\Jeort e Fb.S tr1&n Hm ... se , 
900 Et.st i'.-:rmur::-, 
~oc ~est~ r, 7, Nnw York . 

Debr Be&uraont : 

J anuary l l, 1960. 

Yot.r lett .r cu;.. jm :t cftsr I hud mailed on e w you . I ao hope you. h1;.ve 
not bee n too enbf r rE-sse d by our in te r . ent i on 1u the J ~!'.'.1,e::. c..ffi..i r. I am 
enclosi n a l ""tt~ r I sent Jb.Ii'.J.r.le S aftt r h('a.rin, t.he S& tl ne,1s . 

I aro gr ateful we hi . this expe ri ence because I have be Pn ublr t,o lec..r n the 
a tt i t udes of' tr e Comni t,t ee on Pr i nts r.ma. i.:rvwin ;..:s and th" Di r e ct or in recr..ru 
to photo r;r e,phy. Mr . ~1::xon he.s t:..rged r:e to tr-J an<.. get news of onJthing tht.t 
i s:re vail ab l e enc' tol u me he woul d surp or t (with funci.s) whllt. wi:s n:ed d nn 
car: <> to hand . bs we have E- committe e meeting du r in g the se cond week of 
F1:1bruar y , I shoul d li ke very rnuch t o pr ese nt th e Ti:..lbot Sun Pi ctur e6 and 
shal i do so, i f I f i nd Davi d McGee, 

, a.st eve nin g h as become mi?mor &.ble because I spent i t wi th Thi:: i s the J •• er i­
:2an Eart h. Nnncy ' s te xt ~m5 th<> pi ctures form the most mov i n~ a :::sociat i on 
of wor"' f an,1 photo< rt,phs I heve e er see n. The book is beL'.utiful i n every 
w:ay. 'l"'h--:-1e i s noth i ng el se l ike it nci its perfectio n a re e.ll i 1ntuh1. wi t h 
't he ri t ·ht kin d of humc:r.1 ty i.n . ui scrim i n&.tio n . 

'/I no t i ced on thP book' s wrttpp t:'!' 1.hL t itm.el aarr.s ' Por"':ifoli o ':'hr ,~e i s an­
~o un ced . so th at I muct send off a l ette r .... we n e0d i t here to fake some 
of the st r a.l n of popul ar i ty off Po rtfo lio Two . 

tll goo•l ,,;is r~es . I st i ll rei-rc<:, thbt yo,_ col,1-- 110,, s ,op th.:..t Sb tu r _ay. 
Lart Seturdey ni e:ht I had di nner 1:,.t Henr i c1' s 1:,.n ei:..w th e ..1.' st Chicc:.go per ­
forri icnce of wet~t Si ie Sto ry . Yot. are the one per son wi t.h wnom I wish 1 h~d 
see n th~t sh ow and I mit sed you . 

Sincer,dy , 

P • s. About two- th ir . s of t.he pe0ple who come to the P rir,: St w -:;· Foom cod~ 
t o see }'.:hot.oerf'phy , 

\ \ 




