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Dr. Eliot Porter, 
c/o The Sterr& Club, 
Mi 11 tt Tower, 
San Franciaco, 
C liforni • . 
Dear Dr. Portera 

I have been a long time co municating with you. Ae far back as 
1959 - when we reeu d photographic ctivitie here - l wsnted to 
write you so thing of my a.d iration for your work and try to 
make plane for an exhibition. Our gallery acco odationa did not 
permit considering the S it.haonian exhibition and I doubted very 
much th t you would be int.ere ted in or care to be hothered with 
another aho•• 

Since then thP two book• of your work have appeared and added new 
and higher attributes to wh t I felt before about your accompliah-

ente . I ah 11 alway& be grateful for what you h v~ tfon~ f ,,,r 
color photography. At last I can feel certain that great photogr pha 
can be de in color - ~o ething I was sceptical bout for so long -
for you have de a large number of them and I can always have 
them acceaaible in your book which have reassured e and made me 
h ppy with a new belief . Better even than this i• your unfailing 
independence and intelligence in expreeaion which would bl\ve ade 
great pictures of then photogra phs , even if they had been in 
black and white . 

I m leaving this week for my vacation, so this letter must be 
ehorter than I likt11 to akt" it snd wil 1 have to be continued in an
other in the future. I am anxioua to send thie torlay and hope you will 
find time for a reply before I return fro m Kentucky at the end 
of the month. 

Mike Brown, of The Sierra Club, h&8 vi ited ua twice and through 
hi I hav~ learned you might be interested in an exhibition of 
some of the origin nl dye tranafers u ed for your books . I had 
even suggested tentative dates, but atnce thst tie - due to 
photographers who were pro ised . a year and a half ago and who 
have long tormented my conscience - I b v had to ke revisions 
in our schedule . The dat~s open are now Deee her 14th through 
January 26th. this is an excellent periods it will allow any 
student• and visitor• who pa•• thr ough Chicago during those 
weeks to see your work and the short p~riod before Chri t s 
will open the eyes of any to the availability of the hooks . 

I hope tbiA is s.gree ble witlt you . It Yill be greatly to our ad-
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vant. ge and an honor to how the print• here . And I aaRure yo 
they wi 11 . receive tt,e gre t,e t, care wl1ile we l1ave them and tb t, 
there will he no necessity for re oun tin g the or king ot.l.-r 
p rints. They ,ri 11 he shown under g la ss nd we have been rf> rka
bly succee11ful i r et.urning work to hoto 1~r phe r• ex u.ct.ly as 
we r c ived it . 

hen I return to Chicago at t.Jle end of the onth I •he.11 write 
you again . 

-h , 1hr .t 

Sincerely yours, 

.. 
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Hugh Edw rd•, Curator of Photog ra phy . 
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Mr. Eliot Porter , 
Route 4 , Box 22, 
S r.ta Fe , 
New :Merlco . 

·oear Eliot Porter: 

March .3, 1964. 

wit hin c. few dt.ys the pr ir1ti; will be shi ped yop by expre.:>s . I trust t hey 
reach you Sbfely e.nd that yo u find the , ju st as they left you . The show 
was a gr eat success and people ur o still u sdn g to see 1 t . I shG.l.::. b.lwu.,a 
be gr a teful th e.t yot. mt.de this exhibiti on poesib e for s here . 

Three prints were sold &nd deliv ered to their pur chlitrnrs . They c:.r o; :.z tco 
Creek ( 62- 211), Penobscot Bay (38-25) • and 'Arctic · Tern (2- 2- 5-1.3). Payment 
for the first two was sent you and a check for the third is encl osed 'with , ,,,,,,.. 
t his lette r. Mrs. Jac k Di anond wish es to give us the dye transfer , Towhee, "' 
and has sent pe,yment for it , but v..s th e check was r,ade pa able to the Art 
I n~titute , we will h~ve to wait until the meetin g of the Cor~ittee on Prints 
and Drawings for th e acceptance of this gift . I f I can expedite this mutter , 
I shall do so . 

There are several other prints I want to cquire for t he permanent collection . 
Therefo re,! trust you will not obj ect to my hol dinc them her e so th ut th ey 
may be pres ente d for purchas e at the next meeting of tho cor;l!hitteo . Then I 
shall try to find donors and funds for them and thie, ~.ope to do. They are 
Winter River (58-18), Seept; Escalante River (62-198). ztecCreek (62- 212)':'" 
Two of the:.1eub,j cts I wish to obtain - i n r.ddi tion to thes e - ere i Thorea u 
Series (50-32)rand Thoreau Series (62-212). As those were among the 65 prints 
sent by the Sierra Cl ub , ·nd it is necessary to re tu rn th entire consi nment, 
would it be possible for you to send th e~e two subjectb to us . Send them by 
Expr es s Colle ct and addr ess t hem toi ' Depor trrent of Prints and Drawings , The 
Art In st itute of Chicago, Michiga n iivenue and Adams Stree t, Chicae o, .3, r :lin ois ... 
~ttention: Hugh Edwards, Cur tor of Photo ~raphy . 

I: i 3 a r 1 0s~.:s-:: to know your brothBr , F.<lwb.rd, anti r..P hu·· l;-3en ov 0 1' :c SN· r._c 
several times . I m delighted and gr teful he has given us~ portfolio of 
Ansel Ad s ' s High -Sierras whi ch is verJ rare and whic h I have wanteu t o ob
tatn for the collectio n of a lon g ti me, with very little hope of finaing it . 

I trllst all this does not seem too compli cat ed or irri toting . I shall try 
to writ e a. better let-cer soon . Bes t r eg&rJs now to you and tc Mrs . Port er. 

Your s sin cere ly , 

Hugh Edward s, Curator of Photo gr aphy . 




