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Jane '4, ‘1963,

Dr. Eliot Porter, —_——
¢/o The Sierra Club,

Mills Tower, Jcka

San Franeisco,
“Calgfgrqtl.

Dear Dr., Porter:

I have bheen a long time communicating with you. As far back as
1959 ~ when we resumed photographic activities here ~ I wanted to
vrite you something of my admiration for your work and try to
make plans for an exhibition, Our gallery accomodations did not
permit considering the Smithsonian exhibition and 1 doubted very
much that you would be interested in or care to be hothered with
another show,

Since then the two books of your work have appeared and added new
and higher attributes to what I felt before about your accomplish-
ments, I shall alvays be grateful for what you have done for

color photography, At last I can feel certain that great photographs
can be made in color - something I was sceptical about for so long =
for you have made a large number of them and I can always have

them accessible in your hocke which have reassured me and made me
happy with a new belief, Better even than this is your unfailing
independence and intelligence in expression which wauld have made
great pictures of these photographs, even if they had been in

black and white,

I am leaving this week for my vacation, so this letter must be

shorter than I like to make it and will have to be continued in an-
other in the future, I am anxious to send this today and hope you will
find time for a reply before I return from Kentucky at the end

of the month,

Mike Brown, of The Sierra Club, has visited us twice and through
him I have learned you might be interested in an exhibition of
some of the origin:l dye transfers used for your hooks, I had
even suggested tentative dates, but since that time - due to
photographers who were promised a year and a half ago and who
have long tormented my conscience - I have had to make revisions
in our schedule, The dates open are now December 14th through
January 26th, This is an excellent period: it will allow many
students and visitors who pass through Chicago during those
weeks to see your work and the short period before Christmas
will open the eyes of many to the availability of the hooks,

I hope this is agreeable with you, It will be greatly to our ade




vantage and an honor to show the prints here, And I assure you
they will receive the greatest care while we have them and that
there will he no necessity for remounting them or making other

. prints, They will be shown under glass and we have been remarka-
bly successful in returning work to photo:raphers exactly as

b i m”i’:’d Q&b“

When I return to Chicage at the end of the month I shall write

you again. ei9dv09 FokId 0
£ . eduld a118k2 odT o\o
ket M b oates c1ovoT alfliu
008 ionatq na?
- Tiia)

flugh Edwards, Curator ot'fﬁgzggrtg .
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March 3, 1964.

Mr. Eliot Porter,
Route 4, Box 22,
Senta Fe,

New Mexico.

Dear Eliot Porter:

within & few deys the prints will be shipped you by express. I trust they
reach you stfely end that you find them just as they left you. The show
was & great success and people sre still asking to see it., I shell alwuys
be grateful thet you mede this exhibition poesible for us here.

Three prints were sold and deliversd to their purchasers. They are: iztec
@reek (62-211), Penobscot Bey (38-25), and Arctic Tern (2-2-5-13). Peayment
for the first two was sent you and a check for the third is enclosed with
this letter, Mrs. Jack Diemond wishes to give us the dye transfer, Towhee,”//
and hes sent payment for it, but &s the check wes nade payable to the Art
Institute, we will heve to wait until the meeting of the Cormittee on Prints
end Brewings for the acceptance of this gift. If I can expedite this matiter,
I shall do so. ’

There a2re several other prints I want to acquire for the permanent collection.
Therefore, I trust you will not object to my holding them here so that they
may be presented for purchase &t the next meeting of the committess Then I
shall try to find dogprs and funds for them and this E%hope to do, They are

Winter River (§8~;§1, : e River (62-1 Aztec Creek (62-212)%

Two of thessubiects T wish 'o obtain = in eddition to these - are: Thoreau

Series (50-32 fend Thoreau Series (62-212). As these were among the 65 prints
sent by the 8ierra Club, &nd it is necessary to return the entire consigmment,
would it be possible for you to send thege two subjects to us. Send them by

. Express Collect and address them tos Depertment of Prints end Drawings, The

Art Institute of Chicago, Michigen &venue and Adems Street, Chicsgo, 3, Illinois -

“ttention: Hugh Fdwards, Curstor of Photography.

1t 13 & plessure to know your brother, Fdward, and he has been over *c see ne
several times. I am delighted and greteful he has given us & portfolio of
Ansel Adems's High Sierras which is very rare and which I hsve wanted to ob-
tain for the collection of & long time, with very little hope of finuing it.

I trust all this does not seem too complicated or irriteting, I shell try
to write a better letter soon. Beft regaerds now to you and tc Mrs. Porter.

Yours sincerely,
Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photography.

o ot Q;OL ek S35 ov wuchere

L4






