August 17, 1962.

Mr. Beauncrit Newhall, Director,
George Ecctman House,

900 Eact Avenue,

Rochester, 7, New York.

Deer Besumonts

It was good to talk with you yesterday and I hope it is the beginning
of & new &nd frequent cerrespondeuces

I shall appreciate any attention you give Robert Riser. I sew hic work
first when his book was published and firally found him last spring in
New York. Of course the photographs were mace &s preparations for the
more or less documentary drawings which have thousands of fans among
pro-Tootball enthusiasts, but I believe they convey the beauty of move-
ment in the fractions of gestures which any photugraph@must be better
than eny others I have seen, The subjects rotein the suggestion of
iife and ere not shot dead. Hopert Riger's asdmireticn of Italian
ertists must inspire him to these grand compositions and to projecct

the wisdom of Uccello and Polleiuolo in the purity of photographic
idioms is advirable in hie work, I sm impatient to see hig pictures
heres

I ax enclesing & copy of André Jammes' article of which T spoke and
hope you emjoy it for I thought it both excellent and just.

All good wishes to sll of you.
8incerely,

Hugh Edwards.




Decexber 8, 1962,

Mr. Robert ¥, Doty, Assistant Curator,
George Eastman House,

900 East Averme,

Rochester, 7,

New York,

Dear Macs

I made a trip to Hev York end when I came back found your letter, Withe
i a few days I'11l urite you again ané send you as much information as
I can.

Right now I am overuhelued by = midlion things but T want to thank you =
at last - for your welcome note about the Pobert Riger show. It has

heen a big success and I must tell yom,someday of the sdventures I have
nad with it, The asrty, ready-made-metaphysician kind of peopls didn't
1like it (of course) and as Idward Albee said of his last play, "it was
pannaed by the right people", but they are not a large or even representa-
tive number. And - like the majority - the minority is not glugyg right.
I want to have another exhibition of his work scmeday - perhaps the bull=-
fight pictures. I had a fine evening with the Riger family in their une
- forgettable apartment in Brooklyn. I do want you to meet him and see

net only his photographs btut the great drawlngs he has made of jockeys
and feotball players. The shallouness of modern estheticians is proved
better by no other fact than that these works of his fail to be accepted
merely because they are of football players and jockegs.

It is always good to hear from you and your encommagement means a lot
to me. I'll send another letter and try to tell you what you want to
know, How I wish I could send you a complete report cf the memcrable
talks with Welker Ivans, My best to you and your family and I wich

I ould see you. '

Sincerely,




February 16, 1963.

Mr. Robert Riger,
9303 Shore Road,
Brooklyn, 9,

New York.

Dear Bobs

I have tried to write you several times about the success of the book
abd how happy it made me, but my enthusiasm always got the better of
me and ended in another unsuccessful attempt. The picture on page 90
got me the first time, but each new trip through the book added to its
number until the whole thing (text and all) has become a large and
congistent accomplishment, thrilling in every way. So my pride in
knowing you and what you do is twice as great as it was before.

When you receive this I will undoubtedly be at the Rudson Hotel and
I'il call you just as soon as I can, I do hope to see yous And then
I'11 say - more to my satisfaction -« something of my pleasure in ‘the
book and your admirable solution of all its great difficulties,

A1l good wishes to all of you.

Sincerely,

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Phctography.




July 30, 1963,

Dear Bobs

The pictures and arti cle in the new Esquire are
the best yet - the beautiful photograph of the
track (entirely unlike anything of its kind)
evokes s0 many things that one doesn't take time
to stop and note its photographic excellence. The
article is a fine piece of writing - there is so
much body and quality, the color touches in it
are in the right places and the sunny melancholy
of the past and a dig at the present,

I am surely proud of you and proud to know you -
I looked at those pages two whole days and walked
around on the lake shore and thought of them,
I'll try to get the color reproduction out and
piece it together somehow to frame. I wish you
wvere here, 1I'l1 telephone soon,

All best to all of you,

More soon,.




April 30, 1964.

Mr. Robert Riger,
9101 Shore Road,
BrOOkm, 9-’

New York.

Dear Bob:

The trengparencies arrived in fine ghrape this morning &t nine o'clock.
We started at once to lay out the show and now I am heppy indeed about
how well everything is going to work out. Your sequence has been fole
lowed end by using large mete (which enhances the handsomeness of the
pictures) the walls of the gellery will be adequately filled, In the
end we found the walls would be required to accomodéate the American
pictures so thet we can use the panel in the center of the floor for
the French ones.

I am grateful you sent the transperencies right away and did not wait
to write the list but I hope you will be able to send it so it will
be here by Tuesday.

The photogrerhs ere beautiful and I went to thenk you for heving plotted
the sequence so successfully, Although smaller, this show will be &s

- fine as The Pros ~ 6f course, very different. And thet is because you
did i1t. I hope you will be able to see it and surely something will
bring you here for the exhibition period has been extended to eight
insteed of five weeks,

Thenks again for your wonderful help and I don't kucw how to tell you
how much I like these pictures. Good wishes to all of you,

Sincerely,






