
February 12, 1969 

Mrs. Carl E. Salze 
Box 233 
0aint Elmo, Illinoi.s, 6211$8 

Dear Mrs. Srrlze: I hope this doe~ not come to you too late . It was a 
great pleasure to read your letter and learn of your interest in our ef­
forts . However, due to illness, I was away from the museum and it ha.s 
been impossible to write you. I wish I might be able to attend the 
meeting of your club, hear your paper, and say a few words about wl"Bt 
I believ~ we have accomplished with our exhibitions and erowth of the 
col'lection of photor-;raphy. 

In 1959 a small group of photographs which had been accumulated by Peter 
Pollack from the exhib itions he held during'l951 through 1957 was placed 
in the cust ody of the Depart ment of Pri nt s and Draw:tnge. Befor e this , 
th e lf red t:t i eglitz Coll ecti on, given by Geor gia O 1Keeffe in 194Q, had 
always been k pt in this depart ment . Regular exhi bi tions of photo grap hy, 
whi ch had been discontinU (id in 19S7, were resumed i n 1959, and si nce tha t 
t ime nav e been held continuously . Other than The Museum of Modern Art in 
New York, The Art I ns titut e of Chica go is the only major P1Useum in the 
United t at es which has cont nuous shows of photography . The purpos~s of 
these shows have been to present a historical sur-vey of photography's his­
tory and the -work of masters of both the past and present who exemplify 
certain traditions which grant photography rights to claims as a medium 
of individual expression . An effort has also been made to establi~h an 
i nt ermit te nt se ri es of show of t he work of cont empor ary phot ogr apher s, 
most ly young and unknot-m to tho publi c, who il lust ra t e th e cont inuat ion 
of th ese tr aditi ons . inc e 1959, 65 exhi b ti ons have been pr esen t d and 
publi c re sponse , warm and enthu iast i c, h•s bee n gr atif ying . 

The coll ecti on has own unt i l i t consi st s of more th an 6,000 origin al 
photo • aphi c p:r:i nts . Those fonn a survey - farmfrom complete, of cour se -
of phot oer aphy 's hi sto y ~rom th e ear lies t negative-po si t ive photo : aph3 
by Fox Tal bot ,. to th e moat r ecent pra ctitioners . The collection is made 
avail able t o vi sitors and students and attracts many to the museum. The 
st udy room of the department of prints and drawings, where the collection 
is kept, is open every day except SUndays and Mondays, .from 1100 until 
4100 P. M. 

I am sending you the catalogue list of the first exhibition and if you are 
at the Institute at any time, I hope you will come to see me. Then we may 
talk more about photogra phy wh:d.cl is too large a subject to be covered in 
a letter. Be assured I am most appreciative of your interest and wish you 
all success with this l ar ge , fascinating, and difficult aubject 0 

Yours sincerely, 

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photography. 


