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Mr. Lawrence N. Shuatak,
28 Vest 3lst Stréet,
New York City, 1,

New York.

Ceer Mr. Shustek:

I heve waited to write you until the meeting of the Committee oun Prints
and Drewings st which it was necessery to present your portfolio of
photographs. The comnittes hus met and now we have thelr epproval ior
the acquisition of this elbum of twelve printe. Within & few deys &
check will be sent you by The Art Institute of Chicego.

Thenk you very much for having meiled tkhe portfolio to us. I like

the photographe very much end wish to congratulate you on the realization
of your projects The respect for your work whichi the finished pertfelio
deronstrates is admirable Incdeed und I wienh th:t rore photogrephers would
gompile thege small collecticns - snd have the good sense to make them
availeble, When I come to Ne. Iork in the fell I hope to have tinme to
get in touch with you and see other work you have dones &#nd, if you sre
ever in Chicage, please vipit us here wg I shouvlu like tc show you the
collection end talk with yous '

With best wighes,

Tours slncerely,

Hugh Edwurds, Curator of Fhctogrephy.




JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

551 FIFTH AVENUE ¢ NEW YORK 17  N. Y.

November 26, 1962

Mr, Hugh Edwards
The Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago 3, Illinois
Dear Mr, Edwards:
Will you please write us your judgment of the
abilities of Mr, Lawrence N, Shustak who has
applied for a Fellowship and has referred us to
you, A statement of his projected study is
attached,
As always, anything you say will be held in the
strictest confidence,
W&EE_TEEZ;EEE?kS for your assistance to the
Foundation, I am

rely yours,

’
o

He Allen Moe
President




December 23, 1962,

¥r. Henry Allen Moe, President,
John Simon Guggenheim Foundation,
551 Fifth Avenue,

New Iork City,17, New York.

Dear lr. Moo:
Yithin & fow doys I shall send you ny statement concerning Lawrence

. Shustak, I regret and apologinze thal 1% has not roached you
cooner, but your request for it ervived while T wss out of the clty.
It will s & pleasure to recommend Mr. Shustsk. Although I am not
familiar with a large amourt of his werk, I beliove much iuteresting
and criginal material could come out of his project,
May I ask you to forgive not having cent the opinion before and grant
me a further gmoun® of time. T shall write you again immsdiately after
the New Year's holidsy.
With evary good wish to rou for 1963,

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Fdwards, Curstor of Photography.




My acquaintance with the work of Lawrence N.Shustak is limited to his port-
folio of original printe, Black Jews, and a small number of subjects pub-
lighed in photographic magazines.

Last year Mr. Shustak sent one of the portfolios (unannounced)to The Art
Institute. It was almost two months before a meeting of the Committee on

Prints and Drawings at which it could be presented for a confirmation of
purchase and I looked at it many times. I became fond enough of it to want

to own a copy myself. The esthetic virtues of these pictures wese entirely
photographies Mr. Shustak seemed to have discovered art and the camera
instrument at the same tige. Unlike many other young photographers he did

not begin looking at painting through a lens and was not misled into making
photographs which look like reproductions of contemporary painting,K Hie

gifts of selection, point of vision, feeling for exa the right instant

for transforming the exposure into permanence, bring isfying resulte.

And these are harmonized by technical means which indicate great respect for

his medivm and no hollow virtuosity. The old adventure of moving from blacks
which are never flat or dense through a gamut of grays into the finsgl illumina=-
tion of white is made into a new experience once more, None of this compromises
the reality of the subjects but helps to produce the unpretentious atmosphere
which gives these pictures high distinction. And the social message never over-
powers the life of the photographs as photographs. One can believe they will
be good to ladok at when the human probleme and situations they suggest are all
changed or forgotten. A welcome characteristic of these pictures is the absence
of that erbarrassing, educated and hypocritical contemporary desire to "help
others." Mr. Shustak's photographs present and arcuse an individual viewpoint
more than they dictate or impose one, \
It is a pleasure to recommend any assistapice that may be available to encourage
him to go on working, After he is done with the interesting incongruities of
religion in a materialistic civilization, one feels he will reach other vantage
points and discover many other unphotographed expanses of life. Seriousness,

a sense of responsibility for work to be done, and unostentatious accomplishment
such as his) should be welcome anywheres
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