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camber 127, 1961 

' ' 

I, • 
'~· ,i; 

ar ~·red:r:-iclc, 

e~t wish es for a fine 19621 
• • ll ' 

We have dates set for the Aperture onograph. When I was ~n 
Chica o t . is f 11, Hugh d rds informed me that vou were considerlng 
an exhibition no wo thougit : it 'a good idea to have the monograp 
app r at _t same time. This 'Way it can be used as eatalo for 
the exhioition. le have set the date, at this poi11t, f or Feb. 1, 1963 
·s ;the ,_c\Et.te for the exhibition to open. So .I would like to have all 

' tna copy un4 all the photo~rapho by 0ct: \ 1, 1962 . 
f' ... ~ /I : i;. jlfit< .. i-. 'I":::( .,.;;tJ. 1 ,:) 1·:'i I .~ 

·p • <. • •:b 

·_.; I ~nvioi on the monograph in a. certain kind of way , but . tnere , 
is onl y one point that I prob bly need to etr es at this time. '. That 
is, if necessary, you s~ould go back and . re pri nt significant pictures 
of your past. I know th t YOt.l hate tor print, and I don ' t blame 
.rou, but this should not stand in the rai .,of the pictures that ill-
,u.st;ate turning pbints or stages ot achievement. .;· 

') :I- f 

ou will probabl y h veto reprint for the exhibition anyway 
and, if the ':photogr ap1 s are · tiore by Oct. 1, the euts could be made 
and the a.me photogr phs u ed 1n the exhibition, '1h t ' s about all I 
can thinl{ of at t he moment~on the monograph . r do' ope to stop by 

. and s~~ .vou sometime ~. during the summer, probabl y around Jul y 10. ~ , 

The most important things ~that have ~appened in my te ching 
pr ocram is the further refinements of the use of concontration, both 
individually and in classe '~ I keep pr lleling the growing _t ch­
niques, with hypnosis . An ·ustral~e.n -psyohiatrist _.gav o a recent 
re port int is countr y on inducing ·the ~ypnotic deep trane without 

' the use of words nor any use of' suggestion !'or potential cure, which 
~s a f seine.tin ide and m y have .,a be rinr on t appens when 

for 

' ' "' 

'· 

Fr drick . Sommer 
.Jox 2r:2 
Prescott, Arizona 
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Mr. Fr oderic k SorJner, 
Box 262, 
Prescott, 

ri x.ona. 

D a r Mr. S er, 

Ja nuary 3, 1962. 

While Minor White w~s her, on his way back t o Rochest r, he mentione d 
his pl na f or an is sue of Anert ure which is to be devot ¥d to you and 
your wo:rk. I tol d hi m that for so~etime l had consi dered approaching 
1ou in r egs.rd to an axhi bi ti on 6 t ti: f' Art Institute. I th ought, if you 
were int erested, it would b~ best to schedule the showi ng of your prints 
to ooincid with th e appe~r anc of the number of Aperture. · 

Now I h V'e receiv ed a lett r from M nor \.J11i te enclosin g a COf,Y of one he 
has sent you in which he says you were cons i dering n exhibition in thie 
gallery. Aa this muot bav been e nt i re l " unknown to you, yo u undoubted-
ly feel both confused and exs perated. I hope you will accept lDJl apologies 
for not h!..vint.; 'llr i tt en sooner. I 'rib.S wait i ng for a specific dete .for t he 
AEerture publication and as - in any event - this woulct not be before oni.e­
t1me a year away, 1 t bc..;.s been necessary to n.ll.ke pl ane for the &hows which 
would pre cede it. Then there have been the many and complicated distra'),1ons 
of thi s department's busiest season, very few of them, I r egr et to s~y, in­
volving photo gra phy. 

Minor 'White writes me he plane th e Sommer number of his periodical for 
,.•ebruary 1963 and sin ce t his is now made defi nite I have wonder ed if you 
would care to have an exhibition Jur ng the per i od fro ~ Febru ary 16 through 
M rch 17 1 1963. Although th e stronger emphasis in our exhibitions h~s been 
on new and unknown t al 9nt, I have ti ed to pr esent vari ety (so nec ess ry 
with a lar r,e publ ic lik e the one here), with qua l ity ae the diet tor behind 
that. I h t.11!e been p, as d w. th th e e:ichibi ti ons, the ;,ub li c ht:.b lik ed th , 
and the progra m has been hi ghly suocessful. An average attendance of 250 
visits the gallery daily. In additi on to t his we re consistently buil ding 
up (vi thout - e.s :.n ,1ost museums - any permanent funds) tbe permanent col­
lection or photo gra phy so that visitors and stu dents may look at print at 
any ti.rue in th e stu dy room for prin ts and dr awings. 

I hop we h ve a f avorabl e answer fro m you. t ha e always re gretted I did 
not know you and see more of your work while you were i n Chicago . Ther e ie 
always some small inci dent - perhaps apparently insignificant .... lw'hich fix es 
a human bein g in one's memory, lth ough many larger th i ngs may support. and 
conceal it. With yot. it i s th e shor t pr ef ac e you wr ote for th e Institute 
of Design• a Student Independent l and the felicity of finding there a quo­
tati on fro m Apollin aire, 

Yi t t every good vi BL and hoping t.o hear fro m you soon , 

Sincerely yoursJ 

Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photogr phyJ Aesooi~te 
Curator of Prints and Drawings, 



Mr. Fr ederi ck Sommer , 
Box 262, 
Pr escott , 
Arizona . 

Dear Mr. SomMer & 

Augus t 8 , 1962 , 

I am sorry not t o have writt en eooner. Wi t h th e many aff ai r s of the 
depar tne nt of pri nt s and dr~wi ngs, th e photo gra phi c exhi bi t i ons and an 
exhaustin g effort made fo r a bet ter l ocation of t..~e gall ery , a co~pli ca­
t~d f il y situation ar ose ( t he moder n old -a ge pr oblem wit h al l its hope­
l ess ent angl ements ), necessitat i ng my bei ng away fro m Chic ago for more 
th an a month . The r esul t of al l thi s has t een th at I have almost dis p­
pe red . 

I em vritin g &t l ast, hopin g an exhibiti on of your work i s agr eeabl e with 
you . In your let te r you expr ess ed an appr ehen sion concerning the hanJl ing 
of the pr i nts . I ass ur~ you th at photo f,raphs are gi ven th e Bbllle c reful 
trea tment ( f or whi ch th t.l departrr.ent of the nuse um has become f moue ) a 
ou r rare pr i nt s and draw i ngs . "We hav e never had an a ccide nt wi th a phot o• 
gra ph 1 al tho ugh we have suffer ed dart gee to print s fr om th e col l ect io n which 

have l ent ot.~ere . So much so , i n f £ct, th Bt I have bec om rel uct a nt 
about len din g at ll . However , if you st i l l have f e~rs and bel i eve you may 
be t ak1 a r j sk , pl ease l et rr.e know. Ther wil l be not uchiD{: of print 
surfa ces an d no dry mount i ng wi ll be don o he r • We pr e f er to do l!lount in g, 
however, as we a r e compell ed to empl oy four st und rd Bi zes for exhibit i ons 
unl es s rhot o r aphs vr e shown flu sh or sent on heavy m ts by photoL r phers . 
These size s a.re l l x 14• , 14 x 18•, 18 x 22•, 22 x 28• . P1.o to , r aph s 'Wil l 
be show .on white , all - r ag board , bing ed to t he mo'4 t and no dhesi ve will 
be u s d th t is i njuri ous t,o the p pe r or c use i t w be kinne d when th e / 
hin ge is removed befor e ret ur ni ng photo gr aphs t o t he .1-hot obr a.pher. Of / 
cour se, ~here such l a r ge cr owds at t end exhib i t i ons , it i s necess ary to 
prot eot print s wit h gl ass when they are exhi bi t ed. 

The de.te a s et .for your show are Febru ar y 15 thr ough Mt..rc h 17 and it is 
11kel 7 e wn ::.. need about s Y e. ty ':"fiv' prin ts. Howe ver , by th , t ti:ru , 
w. wi ll h ... ve our n w gallery. As soo o mor e speci f ic pl an s h· vc Doen . 
mud and I know mor e of how uch ,,all apace th er r.-w:..11 be, I shall wr ite you . 

Apolo gL s e.gt.in for not havin t-., sent t hit:i l <'·tte _· sooner and wi th best r c6ar ds ; 
I am 

Yours sin cere l y, 

H~gh Edwar ds ; Curator of Ph~tc~ r a1hY) 
As sociat e Curat or of Pr i nt s & Dr awi n gs . 
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Mr. Frederick Sommer, 
c/o Richard Nickel, 
1508 Grow Avenue, 
Park Ridge, Illinois. 

February 14, 1963. 

Dear Fred Sommer: Yesterday was a great day tor and you have made me 
happy for long time. I am proud and satisfied w: are to have the ex­
hibitionJ impatient for it to open. Although one period or conversation 
with you has stimulated me, I hope to rob you of as much ot your company 
as possible while you are here. 

All or thi is in haste and I shall tcy to make a fuller expression of 
my gratitude sometime later. I have just 'received your telephone message 
ane am sending the copies of the Quarterly where you will find the how 
announced on page 75. The text of the announcement should be 1 

-
Photographs by Frederick Sommer 

The Art Institute of Chicago 
Gallery or Photography I 
March 9 • April 7, 19630 

Of course you may arrange these words any way you wi h. If possible, it 
would be conveni nt to have the announcena,nt tit one ot the two sizes of 
Art Institute envlopes of which I send samples as we have a mailing list ot 
abcut 500 which I should like to receive the cards. Please let me know 
about the printing coete, etc. If it i not too much, w will assume the 
entire expense; otherwis we will divide it so that it will not amount 
to too much for you. I hate this scrounging around with things like this, 
but I'll explain it more fully when I see you. 

I talked with Minor White this morning and he vas happy w had met. l{e 
says they should be through wiath the photographe bf Wednesday, Februa.17 20 
(a ek from yesterday). He tells me they will be shipped immediately 
after that. I'll leave instructions that in the event they arrive 
before my return on February 26, no one here is to open the. I'll notify 
you when they are here and you might come down and be vitness to the ub­
packingo If poscible, it would be best not to start cutting gl es until 
ve have all prints her• and decide what i s to be shown ( we will have plenty 
of time)o I should like to include every one, but I am afraid we will not 
have room for all. ~ 

I'll tcy to re ch you by telephone before I leave on Sunday. I'll tell 
you then about the publicity release which is to be preparedo 

All good w1 hes to you and remember me to Richard Nickel . 

Sincerely• 



i 
I 

Mr.~ or White, 
72 NoRth U ion Street, 
Rochesl;ter, 7 , 
Ne,., York. 

\ 
I 

De r Minors 

March 2, 1963. 

,, 
\'. 
1 '' This Yill be only a short letter to let you know the two shipments 9f 

photo gr phs arrived fro the printers. I believe there was an err~r 
in se in& one Qf these as it cont.i s the proof of a photograph by';_ , 
Ansel A s which is evidently intended for the a.ek: covei' of Ape rt\\~ 
Would 1ou like to have this returne to yeu or sent, to A sel 'i ' ~, \ 

\ l 

We ha~e ade the layout for the Solllller show which will ope ext Fric,1 , 
the first exhibitioa in our ew allery . It will include 40 photo ra~ha ' 

akes huesme ahowi of which I aa very proud.. I wish you co~tli 
De here. · 1 

\ 
I 

When the shi ent of So er prints was ope eri, we ciiscoverei that un- ', 
fortw tel1 oaeon - 1 eaiti illustration proofa - bad aarked. the 
proofs with a allpoi t pea while they were laii o top of the ori inal 
photo .raphs . Indentatioj markings are visi le on about half or the 
prints received . I was in New York when the packa reachei here , ut 
I ha left instructions that nothin, was to ope e until l returned 
and th~t the packint would take place in the presence of Frederick 
So er. Rich ra Nickel, Davi Rowinski, Frederick Solllll.er and I dis­
cover these rkings whe~ David Rowinski ope ei t e box. Rreaerick 
Sommer has asked e to enclose one of the proof she ts whieh will ex­
plain how this accident oceurrei . 

I ' ll write more about the show later . It is a reat privilege an 
pleasure to have Frederick Sommer h~re in Chica o ani I wish I coul 
steal more of his ti.m . We are looki~ forwar to the Aperture onc-
raph and I sure the show will have much success and be cr,eatly 

like . 

Best regards to you . I wish I could sit down, lr.nc:l have some i1~alks an 
laughs with you . 

• Sincerely , 



1'-1:iss ?-1~:.ry P. F. Tl10Ini.-r.;, 1·t:Ec,ci; ·r~f. f.1 •• ,itc r, I~1~.1ubl, 
U. f:.. Ct .. 1::~:-r, 
9 Fz t t, !1-0th StrPe t, 
iJeP York Ci ty, 16, Ne'..; iork . 

Hc..rch 19 , 1963. 

T!:c ri.1( you. (or J-cur letter in r (.· .1 Ii v· tn (.:· f~~;L 5 b_i tion of flhoto" ::.~,. i !it~ 

by F1·:-c'·eric~ f:ommer. L.::..tr10L1J 1 'di': c :.r,ition L ., shmm in c:-_j_c, ~:o, 
m:.ny New Yor·kers ht :ve Geen i t i.I 1 .. , I :-;o:,e Wf- \;j=_:'_ be f,ble to ::ui:::·t JOu 
in r:.t '<in~-; ,;.oLsib l e t l1c~ ir. .c~.Ub~_(·11 of~ r. ~~~)rm·rjr' r'"' 1.:or~!'~ ir 1 t:1f; -·1-, 1,.1. .. _. 

/1t pr c,sent Mr. Cior:i:,er ib in Chic1 o ,rk ,/L.~ :-·emt.ir hen ', :.\·,-,, '~,·,,;: 
lon;.,;er. For th 1;:· _;:--r:Lt rnonth h~ LE:- t•,,L cr.,11'._t..,ct1 nc 1·.1.ro:, tli::,id.m. 1s 
clrsses 
gy duri ::..6 th ron ~irkir..d I s 1d)~30.nce in "urope . HhilP in Ci1ic:: ,;o 2 Vr . :.:om­
!"1cr :::'lF.J '0e r f~chr.ci rt th e BPrksh i re Lr,~el , :!-5 T't:.r,1... Ohi o S,:t,:i·.;et ; hL , 
pen mne nt U.lcire::.::~ ir . Box ;:62, Pres cc'.t , 1.ri:,c,nL . He nc / C'c)t, to lJe,. 
York w-:'. thin E fe,1 d: yr; u!C! if hf' doe:,, I 11"1 ::.;ur e hi-' ,1L: .. 1 ,:et in tot.,c h 
with you ns he ,-ns :;J:_r_0 i,::ecl t0 hP,r of your letter conc er n 1-ng hi:: , work. 
fhotO: '.l'&phr; o f the inEt,~llr. tion of thP- show r.re being r.:r,de Lnd when 
tr.ey Lre r eed y, i:rint:: wi::..l be se111:, to ;ou . 

In cc ,;e you h ave not :ceceived r, co ~' H, yPt, I Et.nt mi::..ilin g h ,irewi th the 
::iono r rc.:;.J:. on Frederick f0mmer wh:!.ch h~s just bee n publ: .::.,i;C(i by i p-::::.,ure . 
1,I-l_ 11 ycu be so kind & s to shoh thi c to :t-lr. I:1:.lorn,y? 

I ho p,' you vi_ sit Cr.icqro son et hrie 1. s I should li,rn to t., ~k ,,i ti1 yo1..,. 
in r e,:2rd t.o wh1:t ,,e h r:ve do nE he:'8 ,.rt thin the _,, -,. t hn,e ./'''- rs. Ii.; .h~;S 
been r,c co n.plicLr-ci ,..,.ith c sr-:, ,11 exh i bition bu d. er,, <ci, in,b.::.ti coo 1JF,·i~f,vion 
on the pLr t of ;Jwt,c,_;:r-; :hers t-.nd very- .:..ittle J.'or 1 1...rc.::.,., ~' /or the t-erin. ­
nent collection. On e pu r rose h,-E been to or<) n.i ,~e oLr ::wn shm-iS End 
e.vcid ~eul:,-rr.rdP, 11pr,ckc::f 0 d11 ;:cse•,b":_i<:s. L'..r:.o, to sr.r)\J Jounb pr:o ·v>rc-
p'h,.,-,.,,. · n ·:: ne ••~~- ~,... •c ;.,;t'hE,rto Un"' · -1,;}- 4 ,"'Cl. T",-.' .. :-.1.;_t· .. ·.,,, -. ·, .. J· ·,r., t1· .. · .. 0 ·1·1t'l··.;,, ;,,:_ i:) <. .,c, Y< , •• ,, ,, ,, '-' dJ.. u, L . ,C,-. : _" -' J.. .. •C • • , - v v -

and exigencies , · .~ h, v>:' h, ~ Fili ch i::uccc~;s , nc. ;:,r1e J:' s ,)::~,e h: .., l:•u:n 
1-lcl IT. Fntl mer e t[H .. !1 .. c~,r~_ ti~··,yir1g. 

Vhen I hive co:;-1pJ.etE ·d the- e:_r,H, j ti on s chcut.l· :' __ (' r '-" t J',. r , I 
shell send c: CO:Y to L. ~:. Cf.rsrh (wi ~l yo1 .. bt> ~co,:inu , :::. to 1;cl..,_ me 
to whoF: it sl:.ou~o be , dct:-es: 3ed?) for I wi::J-1 the d,m;i· c,· L~ .. ce ui.n ou ncetl, 
if such t.. tting is poss~b::..e. I 't'eblize ,,nr1ot,;nc: t,t.ent& h;, ve to be prepbt'e u 
f[ ,r in E~d'nnce, but t. schPdtcle rr,,,(: e ,: ye:r in udvcrice shcu~ c, t, ;~6 c. ,r e of 
tr:is. Chict:go 1 fi centn: .::'.. locE.tion c-n:.: the £\ .. ct thLt t his L1..,.se um i s in the 
ver~" center of Chic;; ~o, both e.zpl, , in ,,rhy so rn .• ny vi ::::i tort- f ro m ev erywh ere 
core to us in d I believe en umo1..:ncernen t of photc.;rt 1:•::ic Lctlvitie::, h e re 
would be useful and bppr ectLt ed . 

With b ,cst r eg· rcls, 
Since n< : .. y, 



;.~r. rlrcltcr £:c~.'1)~., Cui·~ tcr, 
.r c: ... )·; .·.0llL . .,·:.c1 i·:l-t.~_c-:w:::1, 
/.6 lie !'th Lo Li.. '2:, ~ '.rer1 t.e, 
P,.H:.0eni , 
C1: :i i'or,ii t: . 

l-1r . [.1.:,eJ·c:r hL~ 
o: ·· pl~c ~C·.· .. I'L j··--~ 

r 1~:-'c.:• ... re\, t,.:: r.r;- J'-:L.r ...1-· . i..,t·L1 .. 

by [ ., {'l-;u·~·..1 i.C( I...,. \· ,:·r. 
ir~ 

. ", -
,. ' .,. v, . ( • . 
• • J.:.~ '·~-J.:_ 

t:~ . . .i. .... t. L . .4. • -i c. n 

to 

c c:nu .. ~ctjn.· c.:.< ~-.!:.;fc <~t ·rhr· j_: .; ,:, t:.1L~· o . f~..:i ... )J. or' ·~he I~~ ... lrio.if-j I~;.3···_j_t...lt1~e 

0-1.."' T£c}!!lC~OiY :-uri.:.:.c..~ .::.:..·:ror1 t 1i;-· int~.' .... t. :~.~ c~ .. ce i1~. :~"i.1.rop•2, t .. r'"l\ :i: r.< .J· s 1 ... oi'.'Ce:n 
to th. 
rt Eo:,.,~ ;;~62, l)rt.tcott, ,_~.:2..or~c, ~n .. :· 1:Gi)C ~rc'Ll.L,l,c.,~c c.2:·ri:.1~ :~:"~t:fit c to c-..x .. Litit 
t~lt~S'..:' lA1cto~~· c.~.,:_~=-; iit l),1o. .,.~·Yu.· . • r·r . ,'.C- ·, -l', T ... ·~.l.l. :c·1·~Lri.....r11 tc 1ri ... OLL t~·~:::n 
e~a of neAt veek. 

1.pert1....re h [ 8 ~·1~L.1l.lt.:j:::Ct Li }1c..~ ... 100rnj.~ 1 :\r~o~.r.-.j r. en ?:."-.... d c.rick ~~01i1hr- r·' s \.;·ork 
rn -..;. J'G L<I. r·b J o \ti..:in. t: .. is iron~ 1~~e1··~1....~ .. c , 7~·. ~-c.: r~:,11 l'r.:ior;. ~ ... ·;)t·.· .. -c., l· .. oc1~-::;~_-'..,'··.!:·, 7, 
lJew York. 

\·.'be11 / :>t~ St~'- 1:1. i;:.:rE ... >n oe~~:.'fc r ~--t:~t.1n, ! :-..: . .-:·~._ll~ t< 1.r ·cic te ,/ CL.r ... i; .. 1·. -:-r. !· .:-rinb 
Le to rlim. 

: . .'~Ct .... !'; ..... L:.:.·,. '-•J' - • ./ , 

'.,... . ' :. ~ ( 
.;. J - ' •. -· ~ -\.J ).J. 




