
Mrs. Ja.mes Ward Thorne, 
232 f, ot Welton Place, 
C!':ic• (; O, 

I1Bno1s, 

Der.1.r M:r.s. Thorne; 

April L., 1962. 

Treasur0s of the lh tic am e rri ved in fine ~httpfl with i t.s hEinJ so m~; t{:L i't 
wrapping encl your card and I spent several deli:.:h'Gful hours with it, -on 
SH.turday bnd Sunct~y. It is t!1e picture boo }:: pLr xce ~:!.en · i:,w, .iil l be, .:.r 
i:mdless viewings .- Nwrer before ht;v P color rcprodt ,ctions hr :'.l 1:;uc :. virt l,eB 
of d,;ipth snd dir.ii?nsj on, while thP. black and white J,.hoto~ .;re 1)hB h&ve a 
superiority e J.1 their own which marks a n i'!W t.riuriph in the i'i 0 l<l of ha::i.f­
tone 11.lust"C"nti.ons wher ~, s& much progress has heen r· ede durin e: the 11:st 
fe·,, yeers. 

To sny I mn grt: teful to you for th1.s book is not to say enough. Mirnd to 
th,2 beauty of the gift was the element of surpriEJe wh1.cl1 nccompPnit,d its 
arrival and I wish to thank you agFtn for your intf)r":flt und 1lmdBrstandl.ng, 

'T'h,, fortf-seven photographs of Rome by ~T::Jnes tl&cphereon, maoe about 1857, 
anr whifh you Lf:.ve us, hr;v;, ttlrer dy p11t us on the r,i1otop·,·;,hi e v.i:;:, (~eoq,e 
F.£:.rrtm~n House :i,s oreanizing an Hxhibition demonstrvting the developement 
of pho;,orrsvhy as s.n exprer;s1 ve medium. This show ls E1.lso to gt ve some 
iclea. of photo;.:raphic collectione in th,~ UPi t·1d .Stot\'S cirni will be circulti.­
ted by ThP J\rnerican Federlltion of Arts for one yenr. They hbvr.~ fippet..lf'd 
for lo<".ns anJ. ·..-~re ml!ch surprised to find ·::,t<: t we owned .so 11w.nj of the 
rer!l H&cphcrson viewl!I. I huve eent four so th'. t they me;y meke e C'r1oicP. 
of .. rhc't is 1nost toui table e.nd I km rlefl sP-d ·0 .'P wt", l he :ccpr,-i:,ent,~~d b.1· t.lii s 
umis11al aeceEsion whlch ia, of course, du"' to your E~t,ir-;t.1:,nci:,. 

I hope y01J wlL find time som,-db.y to stop r.t the print study room for e. 
fe,,., words, For i.;ome time now I h,,vc, wt.ntf!d to m~ke e t3trten;ent 01' :·,y 
photo!:rf~phic credo, but hbve not beP.L eble t0 fi.nci the t'ur.e. im t,r1:.L·le 
by Hrude ~')nwns h~;s d01w thi.t: for ,11e 1..no. E:tr.E,n .. ::ely eeens to h[ 'ie t,,}um the 
wor:·,f. out of tiY Louth. :.r hi.ve r,,cnived f;PV, n,.l c0 1:cii'?S of th.:, irnnuvl in wn:ich 
ii, E::ppef.! red ~'tmd mm me.ill n(: one to you, hoping yo;;. w: 11 rr.'E:d th i. t ::x,:,<L ::.c,tJt 
f."Seay. Tt '+;·:.1 eome t.o you umi.,:,y sepp,r;.·te (•o·u!l', 

'Toni : h, . 1 Bhall refa ;rn to Tr ,'s.sur es o f t h•:> 'h ti csn wbi ch will occ uly we .;·or 
m~oy ev ~n in sa t o cores . 

Si n c:er,,J. y , 



Mr: . J e~~e W~r· Tho~ e , 
2'32 %at ·.r ltnn Plac,e , 
r.i1ic1 r o ' 
r 11·noi.s . 

DNir' .'.r s . Thorne : 

four p i ft wc.s r e eive ,J an i soon after thJJt t he ~folk •r Eva.::s p.,ot.o,,rE._ t~s 

arriv c, so I hLYe a gre,,t Lier. for w~ich I w nt to tl 1:·•'c .;ou . t-.r • .:;\lt.ns 
ma ,e b"tutif1 .. l e.n, car efdly consic.erea SPlfict.io n of t .. irt-y -ri nt. { I 
h o not. expected more than twenty - fiv e ), so- th, t nm we l.c.ve the n n..--; t 
rf-pr·, en t c1t1 on of' his work o ts'!.c.e ht s own coll <?r.tion . 

I 01,e a2.l of my thBt(' &nd predili>ction for photq~r ,.Ly to m,1 fin· t e.x.­
p~ rl Pnce o f h.:s. pic ture s in 1-,39. It hb.s bee n on of Ll/ gr ec1t0 st s t:.ts -
fr,cti.ons to s e the s e msst erp eces of phoro,;rt:..i-,DJ be come clt:.ssics . nd. 
i f he is uncompromising in r ep,~ ro to n-J s wor. anu a.1.· ost fcnc ti, al in 
pri>se r vin g his inte grity , I feel wt> a r( 11o r t- thhn re wt...rdcd. boc&u~.e these 
cha r acterist .c s un aoubtectly give it son:e 01· t het s.,.ng l enes s onn aeciuect ­
ly American str eng th whi ch he he& nevf'r allowc:..: to be vulg-E...r'z@d or 
cheapened . I h·.ve never s een s cL bF:autift-l ., w11Jret entio u" q,1.a. i ty of 
photocraphic crElfts:rr. nsh i p as is , ernonstre.. ted in the pnot.;',, ~.-.phs yo u 
bf;ve m ,-ie t pos , l ble for us to own. I lo ok forward to .fOU!" S8eing the m. 
We 1,ro hf,vtn,' spi=>cial mats tJl·oe _er t.iem :..nc. I sliF.ul be r1 .-PY tc Gf>e them 

ncluJed in our sur v y show ( thP. n ext exn lb i tion ). rhe n , whE.n we Lre in 
our n0w gal l eries , ther"' w 11 be a si;: c:~.... ..ow· n of p mn,ire (.rC't.p. 

The Co x:,,1 ttee. on Pr i n ts an d Dn ... i ng s met day be.r\,r':' ye ter,1e y brnJ now the 
addition of tl.1'.,<J 1ho o;rt,Jhs to the colloction is the 1:ost L , .. rt..: n "L 
eve 1~t in i ts s;:ort history • . ,a1n I 1 1..st r:. nt. ,, .. ow ,.t.ch l, i.. 1.P&!1~ t.o ra 
not rmly s s I,;E)f':Jenc.l ..::utte r , but. t.lso as an inc·mt:.;i:: vnc; in spin .. tion orl 
hett r oto 0 ra;,r,y n Chir1 i'O• 

I 'o;--e you w'.'.'..l fi.m· ti .~ to vi c t us bnfore long . \i i 1,i1 tc'ier.," , ood ,ii::,h 1 

Sincer ly , 

Hugh Ed.,.-,rds , Cur ~t.or of ho.,.,o r~1,hy . 
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May 22 , 1963 . 

Mrs . J a es -w rd Thor ne , 
232 Ea.st Wal ton PI11ee , 
Cbic Rgo , 
Illinoie . 

DeRr Mrs. Thorne , 

J &m more grl\teful for your gift than I am able to tdl yous it is 
i mpossi ble to say how ucb l wanted to a c qui re th e Julia Marg ret 
Ca eron otograph for ow I hope ve ry much you 
wi 11 co in--aoon and see it for I £ t h rmoni zea so we 11 
with your collection of books . And~· rtainly it is a handAome ad­
dition to our collection of original photograp hs . 

Thie gift has done much to restore my good apirits, for lately 
the depletion of the Photography Purchase Fund, with no per anent 
funds to look forward to , a nd the s111al 1 numher of intl!!reated col­
lectors in t his fi e ld which is so new, ha~ heen a discourftging 
proapect to face . 

Wit h ev~ry good wish and hoping to see you ag in before long . 

Since rel y , 

Hugh l!.dwards , Curator of Pho togr aph y . 

P .S. The display of The Mansions of EnglRnd in th ~ Olden Ti is 
handsome and ha a ttracted ch fe.vorahle attention . 



Mrs. JE.rnes Wlird T'norne, 
232 Eaz;t H~lton Place , 
Chicago, 
Illinois . 

Deer !·~rs. Thorne~ 

Septe1 ,1bcr ld, 1965. 

r~iss Lutz has notified me thut you i.:re afreee..ble to tr1rn8:'errlng to the 
Photoi:raphy Purchuse Fund &. belance of I 7J6 . 55 remaining froc your ex­
hibition case fund . Thia will be of ci...ch help in the acquisition of 
certe1.n pdn-::.s I 6.t'l anxious to add to tho cc.1llection unJ for which no 
fun,.:s he.v": been available . Once more you ht:.ve r~scued the ;-holo<_rcq;·hy 
collE>ction frc,, one of i ti.; difi':tct.ilties s.nd I &m ver:y f',rLteful to Jou . 

A..:, The Art Institute is one of the two :useums in thF.i United Sta tee whidl 
include continuous photography activities in th~ir pco~rE1.ros, our exhibi­
tions and the ave.ila.bili ty of the permanent coll,::lction attract ma.ny visitors. 
Of all the prints we h.sve in the collection, the ht".nds0me group by Wu.lker 
Fv-ans, wl:ich you geve us, is the on~ : n:.;t in dGna.nd. So:, e of these will be 
shown ne;{t month in the import1mt e:xl1ibi tion of Awo:.ricfln photogrn.phy which 
is beinr; organized for showing at Yr::1'3 University . 

I hav~ t!-:cu r h t oft en of you E.nd trust t ho re wi 11 be so:,e occasion before 
long when you wi : :1. pa/ us a vis1 t and wh_.-,n I mRy te .~k wi t h you . Then I 
shall be 1:i.ble to t ell you more detaUs of the stimula.t1n c: result::, of your 
j nter":-ot a.nd g,enerosi ty . 

Youn, :.::incerely , 

ILRh Eci\.'!ffds, Curator of f'hototirtii,hy . 




