April 4, 1962. {

Mrs, Jemeg Ward Thorne, |
232 Frut Walton Place, : |
Crict 0, \
Iliinois,

Dear Mrs. Thornes - ‘

Treagursg of the Vetican arrived in fine shepe with its hendsome zif't
wrepping and your cerd and I spent seversl delighitful hours with it on
Saturday end Sundey. It 1s the plcture book par excellence end will beur
endless viewingses Never before heve color reproductilons hed guc:. virties
of depth &nd dimension, while the black and white photoxrschs heve 8
superiority eil their own which merks & new triurmph in the field of hsaif-
tone illustrations wher: s® much progress has been rsde duriny the legt
few yeers. i

To sey I am grateful to you for this book 18 not toc say enough. sdied to
the beauty of the gift wes the element of surpriee which accompenisd its
arrival end T wigh to thank you sgein for your intercst sand @inderstending,

The forty-seven photographs of Rome by Jumes Mecpherson, meae about 1857,
and vhifh you jeve us, heve slresdy put us on the photoprevhic nep. UGeorge
Faatmen House is organizing sn exhlibition demonetreting the developenent
of photosrephy &s en exprecslve medium., This show is &lso to glve gome
ides of photograpghic collections in the Upitad Stetes end will be circulse-
ted by The imericen Federstlion of Arte for one year. They heve sppesled
for loens and were much surprised to find thet ws owned o meny of the

rere Mecpherson views, I heve gent four so th:t they mey meke e chicice

of whet is wost suitable snd I am plewsed we will be represented by this
unuguel acceesion which 1g, of course, du~ to your sesistence,

I hope you will find time somedey to stop st the prini study room for &

few words., For gome time now I have winbted to make & stetement of iy
vhotorrephle credo, but heve not been gbie to find the tlme, An crticle

by Brude Downg hes done thig for me ano stren;ely ecems to heve taken the
words out of sy routh. T heve rocnived geveral vopies of the annuel in which
it sppesred.end em meiling one to you, hoping yov will reed thie excellent
essay. Tt will come to you unuer separzte covar.

Toni:- T, I sball return to Tro&agures of
mety evenines to comes "

the Vetican which will occu;y me for

With every good wisgh,

Sincer«liy,

Hugh Edwsrds, Curetor of Phoioyrirhye




Mey 10, 1962,

Mro. James Werd Thorne,
232 Tapst Welton Plsace,
Chicago, '
Tllinois.,

Dear Mrs. Thornes

Your gift wes received and soon after that the Welker Evens protogre hs
arrived, gc I heve & great deel for which I went to thenk you. Mr. Evens
meie & brautiful end carefully considered selection of tnirty prints (I
hed not expected more than twenty-five), so- thet nov we have the finest
representation of his work outsicde his own collaction.

T ove all of my taste end predilection for photegrapny to my first ex-
perience of hig pictures in 1939, It has been one of my greutest satis-
fections to see these masterpieces of photogrepby become clessics. 4nd
if he is uncompromising in regarc to his work and airost fenetical in
preserving his integrity, I feel we sre more than rewarded becsuse these
chapacteristics undoubtedly give it some of thet singleness end declded-
ly Americaen strength which he hes never sllowed to be vulgarized or
cheapened, I have never seen such besutiful, unpretentious quality of
photographic craftsmenship ae is demonstreted in the photeogrephs you
have made it possible for us to own. I look forward to your seeing them,
We sre having speciel matis mede Tor them snd I shall be harpy to see them
included in our survey show (the next exhibition). Then, when we are in
our nev galleries, there will be & sp-cial showing of the entire yroup.

The Cormittee on Prints and Drewings met day before yesterdey &nd now the
addition of these photographs to the collection ie the most importent

event in its short history., Again I must mention how much thie mesns vo mef
not only es a perscnel natter, but slso &8 en incentive end inspiration lor ¥k

better rhotogrephy in Chicsgo.
I hope you will find time to vislt us before long. With every goecd wish,

Sincerely,

a

& Hugh Edwards, Curstor of Photography.
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May 22, 1963,

Mrs, James ‘Ward Thorne,
232 East Walton Flace,
Chien g0,

Illinois,

Dear Mrs, Thornei

I am more grateful for your gift than I am able to tell you: it is
impossible to say how much | wanted to acquire the Julia Margaret
Cameron photograph for the collection, Now I hope very much you
vill come im-soon and see it for I feddeit harmonizes so well

with your collection of hooke. And certainly it is a handsome ad-
dition to our collection of original photographs,

Thie gift has done wuch to restore my good spirits, for lately
the depletion of the Photography Purchase Fund, with no permanent
funds to look forward to, and the small number of interested col-
lectors in this field which is so new, has heen a discouraging
prospect to face,

With every good wish and hoping to see you again before long.

Sincerely,
Hugh Edwards, Curator of Photography.

P.S. The dieplay of The Mansions of England in the Olden Time is
handsome and has attracted much favorahle attention,




Septenber 18, 1965,

Mrs. Jemes Vard Thorne,
232 Eezt Yelton Place,
Chiceago,

T1llinois.

Deer Mrz. Thorne:

tiss Lute hee notified me that you zre agreseble to trunsferring to the
Photoyraphy Purchuse Fund & balance of § 736.55 remaining fror ycur ex-
hibition case fund, This will be of much help in the acquisition of
certein prints I sr anxicus to sdd to the collection and for which no
funis heve been eveilable. Once more you héve rescued the vthotoyraphy
collection frow one of its difflculties snd I am very greteful to you,

Au The Art Tnstitute is one of the two useume in the United States which
include continucus photography activities in their progrems, our exhlbi-
tions and the availability of the permenent ccllection attract many visitors.
Of all the prints we heve in the collection, the hzndsome group by Walzer
Frens, which you geve us, ia the on2 :ogt in demand. Sore of these willl be
shown next month in the important exhiibitlon of Awericen photogrephy which
is being orgenized for showing at Yales University.

I hsave thcught often of you end trust thesre will be sciie occasion before
long vwhen you will pas us & vielt and whon I may telk with you., Then I
shall be able to tell you more details of the stimuleting results of your
inter~st and genserosity.

Youre gincerely,

Hogh Edwaerds, Curator of Fhotography.






