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Jy_··ore ".:-&:.:c~n 0 _, l.l'lth you on th1:' r,eleµ·,one :,:.is :,ornir.g , I 11:u11.. t.o writ e 
cd, t ci_po:or,ize - in tyvc - ~'o" r.~:. ,, .. iuconve1.i.ew.: •-:: i. llU d:.~'i'ic ... L.,~r 1 
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~--- :u~t.> 1s to or<,o.r.:!..ze &!.u i.nsta:.~ :..'or t.rie Iil Lr:o::.::; ar~ Col...ncil nure 
.. lrl ·:er into u •,.:,.t,: of dt..t..tic 5.!1se.nit/ oc -c,h,~T, 1;;1::;.;J u, : u~,:c h: n1 Ltm to 
be snelv,:,d unt~.- f)01 e lut n · dC. te . I ;.,isl. I co. :.ct 1CIJ' for your for 6 :i.ve
n PS5 .fc_· ,A1d ~"'1t.;:-·ortund.te s i.lcn ce :hi!.:: i1,~.~ e . .,Sod . 

O 1:J , ,. .'ew dt.jS H1.,o I ,.'ini::.ih c ct !'th .l;lb e,i1 b t ' e e hil>l tio:I &dwJL::.0 :.;o -c..: ,~:. 
the de.te de finitel y fixed i'oc your stow is ,.'or its o~ening on J«ul,,.,.!'.·.:,, .20 
( 1968) to extem1 t,hrm ... i;h Februury .<:5. 'i-ie woul.u lik e t o htue bout. sevent..,. 
l'ive pr i nts 06 t1dn wiil give us sou ~ .latitude for sel~ct,iou tinct hirntj g . 
rfoe mounti n6 of the print.ti wi .. i a.e c.tone h,~.t:e. I t i:, desi; : .... b.i e :,o r:.u:;e t.;,, 

m&ny 11 x 1411 priu t s us possib le , e.lthou 6h we wi ~- t.akc ci.ro or' any ex
ce ptions, so do not hesi tute c:,bout inclt..uint; t.tiem as they oft en do 1;rc:ch 
towards ma.king "' show !.nte r "-:6t. _;_n&• 

",,7-e t.i.KA to h ... ve the prints in our h1...rn1s t,.bot...t, oue ,.iont.h before tl i a exu::. bi 
t i on opens . I shall talk wi tli you ,wre tmw or ce before th' t, t.iL'.le und T 
ef!'l suce eve: ·yth illg w:.::..l tLr n ou"' t.o be ! i;:.a et 0 / ,,n..i 6il. .r,.J..e ir' yc:w. 1.1,:a 
a.ble to pardon the annoyinii J.ttck 0 1· .. iy let, te rs in the pu st . 
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PERSOKAL. 

Jcmu ar y 8t~1, 1968 . 

'.Lie pa ckace of (\·1el l \'lr appe d ) pr i nt s \·1ent off "Lrp.e t o sc he 
du l e on Dec . 26th , vi a R~0i l way Expr e ss , and wa s su.ppos eu. t o r ea c:i you l atest on 
J anuary 2nd . Tt1ere doe sn ' t seem to be a l ic,it to L1sur e.nc e err.cunt s , s o on a r ough 
ba sis of ·~ 25 .- per pri nt I ceme up YJi th . 220 0 .--, f or v1hic h I h ope they vJOn ' t 
c:1ar ge you t oo muc h . ? - I kn ov1 t :1i s i s a prepost. er ous amoun t , a s f ar a s &ct ua l 
cha nce s of sa le s go , but it seer:is to i n sure spe ci al t.ende r hand li ng by the R'EA 
pe opl e . Or so ti1ey sa id •••• Oh yes , I ' m not e.l t oce t her sure i f I heve 88 or 87 
pr i nts t ~1er e , ha v in.s gone t hDo.u.gh a t y pic a l Hu ck l ebe rr y F i nn c ou.nt i n& r nd re - count 
i ng of si lv er s poons k i nd of t h i ng . 

Si nce I hav e n o docur.nantary pr oof that I e..m Ann Tr ee r , and 
havi ng g one t hr ou._;h a thing v1i th the Post Off ic e onc e , trying t o r ecl ai m a 90.cka ge 
of r e ject pr i nt s f ro m Exp o, I be g you t o have e ll offic i e,l th ir1..g s - - fr om r e
turnee.. pr ints t o ( S l cheque s (? ) t o wha tn ot - - addressed t o :.::rs . A. vesta l . Onl y 
n or ma.l mc i l c ome s t hro ugl1 \Ji t _:ou.t a hi tc h on my pr of e ssion a l name . 

For various - f or en ost fin ' nci e l - re -· so ns I ver y muc h d ouh t 
t 1.e.t I ' 11 be Pbl e to see t :1e shovJ myse lf . I' d l ove t o hc:ve some J1 oto ::-;r E',phs of 
til e show for br e.ggi ng pur pose s . I s t h is poss i ble ? 

For ,:iv e my lc te subr:Ji s sion of w.y lif e ' s st ory , bu t I'v e h&d 
to fi sh t ell mc.nne r of inn er obs tc::cl e s . On the one n•md , I ' d he..t e to g i ve a bri ef 
ske l eta l a ccount of da t a , on the otne r I ' ve nove r :;.ui t e ove r come the t r cume t ic 
expe ri en c e of my fl i ght f r om heh i nd t he Iro n Curt a in ; foe fli ght i ts e lf ;,-1a s 
smooth , but the r ami f ic at i ons were rough : fron DP- d om e:.nd fe ar of c onse c_uen ces 
to n y fathe r , t o r ew Aus"tra.l i an st s.t us , to cor.1i ns t o =rew Yor k a t the :ie i ght of 
l.!cCer thy ' s c Prr e er , whic :1 r.:ia.de me r at he r un ) opul cr e s a r e fu ge e f r om th e ';Jork ers ' 
P1;;r adise . I c l s o aave a r ecurrin g n i {;:1trnare r··bout be i nc; k idna pped by Communist 
agen ts ••• • i:owever , s i nce I di slike dry de.t a I ' 11 prob ::.bl y 6et carri ed. e..wo.y a nd 
1.:Y.ri te you a r aGbl ing st or y . I he.11.en ' t tht: tim d f or judici ous ec.i.iti ng now, so 
I be g you to b e my jud icio us edi t or i nstea d . Pic k out the da t a t:O.a.t a r e f i t for 
pub lic co nsumpt io n , and keep th e r e st f or your own amu sement , hokay '? 



BIOGRAPHY Ann ':Preer. 

Born 1922 in Vi enna , though not E1n Austr i an. Si nce my f ath er was Hungar i an , 
I was aut omat ic a lly a ::u.ng-uri an myse lf, th ough I live d in ti:lat coun try -- and 
l earned that i mpossibl e l c.ngu.age -- onl y in my late teen s. Lea rn ed. to re ad and 
wr i te out of curiosity at a ppeci,cio u s a 0 e , ,,h il e als o do i ng some pretty druwins;s , 
so my elder s t:nottGht I VJas s ome kind of n gen ius &nd put :1i gl1 h ope s i n a gr and 
c arree r. (A g ood reason fo r early neuroses .) Al a s, r1y drrw i nc;s becD.rne sour and 
stil te , "nd I hate d sc ho ol. 

\'/hen I ,ws f our , Papa went broke , ~.:ema .:'ot ~10r first stl' -f;e contr e..ct s s en 
opera si nge r, l:.nd. I st e rt ec. see i ng country ::::i'ter country -- s ometimes as e. pie ce 
of bewildered lltiggage , sometimes a s an unha.i:)py inm2te of b oard i ng sc::iools ;.:. . ong 
vicious 1i tt l e c:1ildren v.rho di dn 't li ke outlend. is h exc eptions , or r " ther li ked 
to torment them . At th~t time I be came an outsider, end I haven't se en sny re a -
son since to stop be in s,; one ana l yst or no ana l yst . 

Spoke 1.Jerfeut Parisian :cct t~1e ace of five (unde1· duress ) ; refused to tillk 
~'rench e lto gethe r at seven , in I.Teinz an1 P..."iein, where I tried 'ticrd to be a street 
urchin . ~:ad c'..:licken pox or soriw1,~-iing in an av1fully heal thy "Kinder~1eirn." i n 
i.uni ch , ate fisl1 wi th two :forks r.nd }X3rfc::ct Tit:.ble .. 1nnner s in the c.inin;- c1;·r of 
the Simplon- Orient Z:icpress (I ·:;~1ink, it was) at eigit , v:cs couaand"'ere d i nt o 
li.ri tl1ueti c -by my ex-school ctir "cto r Jri:.:ndfathc r in .: smi,11 village i:1 ::'."u,_;osl:::.vic., 
\/1ere I sneer0G. ,"t cotu·~17 life , ~ra:1C..1,t ;1ins(;,lf (he vms C::lUDE; use·~ ·to os::i:t 
:.is c::.iliren) , "nd at h is 111arvellousl:,r so.;.r villa.::;e '.J:::·e.ssband , \-l,i c:1 i1e con
duc~ed a-;; Es ster ~.:e.ss rnd. at f,.u:..erals , hein,; t:1en ;;~::e villa 0 e or2;anist . 

Was -orou.cat bacl: to -{icj_;.na e.t · ... en, suffered "ti1 ou.,::;i1 i'our jea rs of "Rea l
Gyr,masiwnu , three of ti.1em at conv,,mtf oo&rc..in G sc:1ools , ,,:lien in turn m1c<ie me 
devoµt , t:1en dubious , ti.1en disillusioned, then 3-f;gress ively afoei s't, ·thou t;ri on
ly [ fter leaving . :.:y e.the ism ·m:.s lr ter superceded by =:i ndu ism, B'.J..ddhism , i'he o
sophy , Free Love , Pacifism end ot he rs, b0fo re it crys·vallisec. into my pr esent 
reli 6 i on of 11There a re r1ore things -b0twe n .:ea ven and E&rth -- lo ng a s they 'r e 
n ot ins t itutiom lised ••• " 

t fourteen studied Englisi:l (Britis:1 or King's Enf;lish ) at a g i rls ' colle ge 
in Pra 6ue (where I forgot to l earn Czech ), Y:rlicn. eerned me a be c.ut i ful di.:;>loma. 
f rom the Prasue Univ ersity ~ ,s·~vf .-l.<e" ~,eru ission to tee.ca E::nglish {pr iv ate l;{} . 
I did a bit of tea.chins hter , c:.nd. since I never 'bothe r ed to look up exa ct 
meanings or pr ononciations in di ctionrries , I may h0 ve l eft a trd l of false in
formations bei1ind . I n the mee:1w:1ile I kept in pr ~cti c e by r ead i ng Edger Wall a ce 
rnd \iod.;h ou se in ti1e ori_; i na l, lt; arn ing t:.1 lyri cs of J.;neric an l)opule.r songs , 
end talk i ng English lo ud i n pub lic whenever that ,...,as most un ed vis ab l e , like 
dur in s the war years . 

In 1938 a.11 foreigners ,·,ere expe lle d. from Prc,gue , snd Pi,pr.. took me to Juda 
pest , where I :1i:.d to l ea:.·n ":unger i an . I immediately vmnted to become a comedienne , 
out fluffed the examin ct io rf-f,'for the Academy; partly because I :1~d to l eE:rn se 
ver a l cl a s s ic a l poems by heart ( in three days) r ::md I detested poems , p~rt ly be
csuse my accent vws e.t rocio us . 1.7hen asked. if I c011ld recite a Germ8n poem, the 
onl y one I remembered was :::".cinric 11 ::e ine's "The ';"or l d is Stup i d , The 1".'orld is 
Blind" , v1hich I duly recited . It later occurred to r.1e thd poor Hein e had been 
already excor.:uriunica.ted , :;;.nd t: c Ac?demy w~s run by pro - Germs.n elements . :i.:t,ybe I 
,~ould ::w.ve m£'.de a good comedienn after al l. •••• 
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Spent the Se cond World ile r ai:.d " fterme th in :;ung~ry , mostly , though the re 
was a yea r or so in -i;he -agh T~ltr a , in Sl ovr,ki a , when I lived in various ha lf - empty 
tourist hotels a s their "c. rtist - in - residence", i.e . designing poste rs a nd lu.ggage 
stickers etc . f or them -- t o my e;redest emazement . It was the res ult of FIi!/{ 
an energetic l cd y friend's mr.ch inr t ions, oec ause I was re a lly ,_ui te bored by 
co mmerc i al d e signing . We.sn 't much g ood , either. - ~'ried to make a g o of fas~1ion 
"n d theate r costume des i e;n , g ot ec,ue lly b ored. :?in ~ll y :;ot e grip on the ·:un
;::;v.ri a n l angue.g e :::>nd started Yll'iti ng short s t ories, of 1:/ 1ic h some g ot vub lis hed. , 
ot hers r eje cted by the censors . l~o wonder; t:1e sto_ ies \,ere :x~:rtx:J]mzi:.fiz:x;x 
outs poken 1...nti-war propi:;t,'anda , ana. v,e ue re in -i;i e u1ia.u.le of t, war .... (aanrt 
~1elp b&ing ,vryly arnusiad. by today's youngsters ~Ji th their ;&cifist r:1ovemen t s; 
first of &11 , -i;:ie irs is a ma ss-movement ~ t. inst my one -man-stand tga inst the 
world; second, ea ch one of therp. want s a t le as t t, ·10 or three kids AND no war 
I was et l ea st more lo c;ic ''·l i n 1ny r:mddled way . l After g ivi ng up on i mned.ia te 
public ation, i n tr1e mici.dle of a more t,ubi tious raas i;er\7 orli , I poop ed out . -
Bec ame briefly c rnovie ext r a , ost ens ibl y f or oe ck ground w.•-i;eri l:'.l, but found out 
soon th e11t was c~ull and t ir es ome. Aft er u while I even G~,ve up v1ri t i ng le vte rs • 

.in the forties the war bec ame 11oug ne r and we i1c;;d fre ~uent E,irr a ids . '1.'he 
c e ll or of' ou r h ou se wa.sn 't much of a shelter , , nd -;;he jittery l a dies from other 
e.partment s made it worse, so I st ay ed u :) on the t:lird floor, under a t a ble ( in 
c r se of g lass splinters) , clutchi11t; my wooden elephant narn.e :. Ike snd i n the 
com:Y ny of a rum bo -!;tle . ::7el t te rribly "brave - a:id dr1mk , of course . - su r -
viv ed the bonbir.,::;s, my OY,n d~nze rous big mout h , DY exc lusive (e nd tr a 6 ic) fr i end
shiJ for u.udc:rdocs t.:.n{j, opposi t ionists , the GermEn r etreat , i: itler, tie sie ge of 
Budape st, ond tie :Jus s i an occu pat ion (I ' m not a b'.;.onde) . Read a ~ieavy tome on 
Ast ro l ogy by c i.ndleli c;ht in the c e ll a r ( l ett i ng oti1e rs do th a cooki ng -- I didl\t 
kn ow how to cook anyn ow) , ~nd felt a.is3Usted . 1.I:nov,c:1t the Com:nies were an ot he r 
pa ssing phase , und. that I'd survive ther.1 t oo . 1.I'ook a job c.s an ;1ir h os tess while 
wai t i ng for "norm e li ze.t io ntt , .trook:q:izrrl d i d my duty in the so-c ::ll ed C.~rnocr t\t ic 
votine pr ocedure s (whic h :1c:d ret·~e r odd )Ublic res ·11ts, 1.1::-·thece.tic a lly), ob
s er ved t'.1e old-time, n soci s l- democ rat leac3.ers - men of inte[;rity - bcinG :..)ublic
l y 6.Jnouncea. for steD li ns )['rty - fund s , rnr. rched (wi th a scov;l nd a dr ag ) on ;:,:ay
Dcy par ade s, , nd foun d out in ' 49 t~11:d; I couldn't surville \,he Corri.mies af ter 11 . 
Especial l y not :,,. ·t er Czec Losl ovt'kia ••• . • r inc0 I ha vo 1:: ·Ghin,_; r )cut police st vt es 
(nerves , J OV. Lnor.') I fin;;..l:..y d ;;::f ~ctcc. . ,\;cr i ved. in 1·~:..l: · ·.,i"Gi:: a to o·~:1br ush , ::::icl 

,'JCS .1i·c: •. 11tl;y ... ct.:use d oy ::.11 ; .. erict :" 2::.~res s e .. uloJ~c (i;;:.ose :1019 I noe de C.: fo r 
C ):w l_; C!>ll ) the-t I \WS C• :DE- sarter .-

W. s e. DP in I ual y f or :w lf c, yea r - - f ir st :~orae t'..1er: ::a) l es -- &n6., :i ouch 
out-of-ce1np , coddn't enj oy "/1e cou ntry a s I used. t o o.s a ~;:id. • .::he cit y ,.n:.s in
fosted by ,.:rnl ve s , 1..i1ic ;1 drov(; i;10 iJ.YlE-;f sca:tad from lo n0 l.,r ,·1:l.lks, .:.nd I didn't 
dt:.r e ._;o o·c;_t for E:11 esJress o t.i' ter ue.r/.. -- '-'Li ex cuse :i:o:r· 1,.01.- ,..;oli ce 1.,0 " ccuse 
lo ne l y r'cc &.l es f or . ..:ix·os:.i tuti on . · .• :ien I co .... l d.n't ::;et "· vis a to ne u.s. (my 
mo-ti1er v1as c.lr0 ady :O.ere) , I tri ed to emi:;rate to Ounada on ~1er a dvice . The Qane
di an I r11nig-ration CoiiLrni ttee vms -i;aki ng on fem a les a s doraest ics (a ti i :ng I ci.i d.n 't 
lm ovJ .::.n:rt\in:; e.001.rt) , and I Y.'O,.,l c. :11:-ve tr ie d it , e:zc0pt t:"e re wz.s a Coru,1ittee Lady 
v1:10 told r.1e to s t o1J ;..:a.i n:~i:1:e; uy fc.ce , or I 'C::. be 1,1ist ak0n for a pros .;itute . .t1ht1.t 
a-uou.t fin i sted C1:.na d& fo r me. 

1.:et a friend of fri end s i n ire.ples; he pro:p ose c.; we c ot mc..rried . =ie ,'/anted to 
enig r a;te 1;0 Australia (The Land I!'or Pioneers)- - so we went. 1:e.naged to ge t the 
slo west sh i p of the DP Sl ave Tr ade, v.rit h the n or st k itch en on e.11 seven se ns• Al 
raost l ea rned Sc ott i sn fro m t:.1e Fir st E:1gin ee r, ~rnd a food revolt w0ic i1 le e ci no
•:!her e sin ce the cook wa s no go od, [nd. f ina ll y arriv ed in an Austr e li an c rmp , lll'med 
Boneg ill a , '.'n ex - army cemp. -Smi e;r ey1ts i:.tb:e: in trrns it lived in men's blocks or 
wo1.ien 's blocks, in corru .f,'ated tin hut s . Er!li g-.cant s v1it h c am_;, j obs lived in similar 
hut s , out divided into smal l cubicles v;i th non - soundpI·oof walls . - - ·.,\mt through 
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bot h versio n s,.;£ (v.re g ot jobs t:1ere). 1ihe food v1a.s m9stly mutton. (.raven't been 
ebl e to eat l amb or drint tea for years afte r war d s . )- Visually W?.dcle..,insly beau 
tif ul cou nt ry, oth er·~;ise frustrating . People sus icious, jeering; climate un 
'beerab l e ; jobs for pi oneer s end. muscl e -- or t:1e ihiid ted n :::~se o:f.' city jobs . 
Rents hi gI1er thfn Eanhst t an ••• Oh well. •••• 

Rad a c exnp dir ect or's secret ary 's job in c c.mp, l ~te r a c~ eQue typist 's in 
Sydney . :.:y first boss was a snee t 1.mrecsonc>ble pe.te r nc listic old gent who was 
ha r d of' hear i ng E'nd loved us i n an abs urd, sh outi ng way ; \·Jhen he was c&nned I 
~uit. :i:y sec ond boss i:ms a huge oil cor,?ore.tion wi th huge rooms vliti1 th irt y 
:rdznk cle:tks e.nd thirty phones -- one on each desk , but no eir conditioning. I 
suffered like a dog i n summer, and fr oze in wir..ter , bec e-use countries v.1hich a re n ' t 
su pp os ed to hav e WI1~T3RS don't ha ve decent heat i ng - onl y electri c or gas heate rs -
lik e Aust rl::.li a or It a ly , i:.nd quite a feYJ ot her s, I hea r •••• Sydney ha s a. beautifu l 
h~rbour -- from tne a ir. The c ity its e lf was a mistak e : t otal ly ou.t of pl ace. 

After qu i tt in g th· t job I took e.n apt itude te s t ; they conclud ec. that I v1ould 
make a 50 0d draftsman . -:a vi ng le ar ned s bit of ph oto graphy at that stage ( print
ing first -- my first husb end bought a small enlug;ger tha t we couldn't af ford, an d 
I c ot interested a.ga ins t my ,Jill, not beili. s cb l e to r ea d at night with out li gh ts 
in 'the camp cubicle) I asked them ' what ab out photogr aphy '? ' and they said ' not at 
y our age dear, they start ' em nhen they 're kids ' -- so the t was th c t since I Y,as 
a bout thir.;y t:1en . However, I did get a ha l fday go b Vii th a. pi1oto c;i-npher , printing 
pos tcard size en l ergeme nts of pe ople at par ties, sh i p arr iv a l s and departures , 
et c., One day my b oss was short of oper :oto rs <'nd needed someone to cover a chil 
dren 's bir-:.;hday part y (at e. r estau r ent ), so he taught me to handle h i s oldest 
Lei ca and e l ectronic flash e'c!,ui1,ment in i.1c,lf £1 day , 2nd off I went . (l iY l eft 
sh ou lder ha sn't be en t:1e se.. e e,ver sin ce ti1a1, ele c ronic flash .)- ..:-~1e firs-.; ro:.Ll 
of film seemed -co l a st f orever, fron firs ·.; a_ ri-ea.ls -co 1,i.1 ·01owirJ.£;;- out -o f - candles 
rout ine, so when I wen t o c'.1ec~~ it, I f ound i-c \'las a comJ)let6 b l c.nk -- hadn 't 
moved from the first frame . Good ol d Leice.s , can ' t t ouc::i them ever sin ce Z 
Since t:1e ot he r r olls seeme .. to pl ease my 'boss (t :iou.gh n ot the cus t omers , w~o didn't 
ord er~, he didn't 6 i ve u.p on me , b\J.t sent me to ot her ass i gnment s -- mostly 
pe.rt ies, one Barm itzv an , e string of Old e Scot t ish Compat i tion tests f rom dancing 
to b agp i pe s . At one pl' r ty I co.me o 1.t into t:ie sunlight , ·but found 0 1.1.t I had n o 
i nst r ucti ons &bout n ow to unhook the flash 2.nd wh['.t exp osure where \7hen and how. 
Oh well ••••• J.fte r th at I s ot curio us r.nd sts.rted to midce rich , melodri:.matic 
?or tre. i ts of uy friends . ·..1:1e li::rsest pr i nt s I ade wer e 4"}" x &-}" -- en lar~ing 
pape r was fri c;htfu lly ex.pen siv e there , I c or:.l dn't see any REASOU for .f:nything 
l erger -- o.lso I d i dn ' t be liev e in sp otting ; sounded UN1F·TUR.AL t o me . - J,;;n:yhow, 
Y1hen I showe d my first res r;.l t s t o ny boss, he uas deli ghte d ~nd pnid me the hi ggest 
com)liment he could t:1ink of : he said they ":!ere a cross between Kars h end :.:ortensen. 

in c e :aon I h--,v en ' t ;1e?.rd f. r.10re sincare co:npl iment . 

C['me to Hew York on D visit i n ' 54 , end afte r l:1s.vi ng d.Jcid i:;d to stoy 211d sta/!'t 
from tmm:: scratch , a sked my hus bv.nd f or a divor ce . Studied witi.1 Si d Gr oss man for 
a se meste r, and aga in for a few '.'leel:s si.1ort l y before b.is death . :Oi dn ' t und erst t::.nd 
a sing l e thing he said c:b out pic ture s ( the res~ being ..1.:;ir ed rhet ori c), but found 
out ye ers l :?ter t '.1e t it :rwd ':1or ked onmy subconscious , or sor:.1et'.1ing , ju.st a s he 
: ad predicted . hn still ~--uzzle<l 0-bou.t ru mors about his cr u el i,nd des uru ctive ways 
\'lith s,;_;ud,~::~ts; r.mst h· v e h:.'d scmt nt ic ::ilocl::s a.; aLs-;; i1is verb icl de l ui1~e-:,rs , if 
-:.:rnre were sucl1 . 

L.1 40\J ~~o.·i: I G1'io::c. ·r,o ~;et a ph oto gre pger's 2.ssisti.. ntts job , · . .JUt J;:..::j c.-ll 
v ,~.1 .. :,eiL~ s troDL j Otrn.[; b oys , not wor;1en i n t:i0 i r ~.1L.·ties . :i:wu ::il , c ou e 'to t i:dnk of 
it, I did \"JOrl;: i'or & p}10to :c'r &yh0r , -.,,:.:io 1,£'11/:·11.t me s _oot +1·,,,-- , . 

- - ""-' - " ·"O sinc e :1e ne eded me 
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for that and for drying prints on r.. l ar ge cadget , ~nd for en s;:.erin ; t~1e pi1onc. 
ot:1erwise I didn't work out too y1ell; '\'Jhen he took: me on a ssi gnment s , I v10uld 
get a ll tangled up with st and s encl flash e,.1uipment •••• After tnat the onl y jobs 
I co ;_,_ld ge t were with photographic screen outfits , a s contact printer . In the 
first of these I w?s superceded by a you.ng b oy {helf pay ), in the second I found 
myse lf in one of ;four printi.n.GJ£ booths , viith a radio blaril1€ popular songs (the 
sar.ie tzrnlve songs each d2y) at t>ll ti.mes , which c.rove ne nuts . I don't knov: !1ow 
t:1e ot ~1er people cou.ld st···nd it; a,:;parent l y they could strnd it better th~nme . 
Ever since I haven't even tri ed to get Pnot he r job; r.iy own i d io syn c1·as i es ere 
no ... a tch for popular idios yncras ies in a mass culture . 

In tie: meamvhile le arned printing tb.e b.,:trd way - - at nigi1t , with ·of;th r nom 
setups , driven by the principle of "high cr ~ft smansh i p or bust" • .Am still :10stile 
to ? Oung .3ifted ph oto gr rphe rs who bat out a 30 or 40 pr int shoi.'7 in 2 cou.:9le of 
do.ys {h1.>ving comne rci a l de.rkrocm exper ience} , b ec:ouse even if I c2n ' t f inci fau lt 
with their prints , I find. th is extremel y u,."1fair . It t t:.kes me ~hree to four hours 
t o come to 1,1:;- fin.l 1)rint of a uega.tivG , c.nd in a v,i1ole ;:1i;:1t I ce.11 t ~ckle two 
or three ne .:;at ives mc.xi :aum -- v1iti1 five or six lDdn:.t:sx Zccccpt .::ible prints e~ch . 
I still th ink of "f a st looki!l[,'" e s "sh~ll ow looking" , &nd see no reason t o change 
r:1y ways of v,orkir,.g in middle ~'.ge . Of c ourse I' 11 never get a job in a comi:1ercial 
l ~!b again .•..• 

When D1:.vid Veste.l st arted teeching , I studied v1ith him , end - incident a lly -
got r:inrrie d to h im . v:nich ousht to tea.en e. morel , only I don ' t r..;.uite knoi.v yet 
Y1hat it is . :rc.t urally, I c ot Quickly tagged a s a Vestcl stud e:c.t- end - imit a t or ; 
we used to go to the same )le.ces et weekend s , and , conse ,.._uently , were fa ced with 
the s&.me th i ngs - - woods , r:1ea.dows , beache s. 3ut GO and fight City - Hall . All ·ti-ds 
at f; time uilen everybody imi tcted everyb ody else , nc cording to the f ads : the 
jazz musicians , the It a li an festivale , the sc.:_uare de.nces , the clowns ,; the 
c::_T e.iny ex isting - li ght i!rad, the wide - ang le f a d , the long - Lms fad , tl~ fish-eye •••• 
Sorry , 1ihe 9~ st tonse is an over sight . ) 

Feeling a moral obli gat ion to~verd r;1aldnc a Ct'.rreer , I made the Art-Dire:ctors' 
c i:bcuit. I!'irst yer:.rly , t~1en every second year , :il:mfflK l ate r onl y non a nd "then , 
t ill I petered out . Tried .9opule.r macaz ines , f1;,.shion me.gazincs , e.dvertising , 
record covers .... Got the whole gamut from ttbe &:utiful - \·Jish ne co:.1-ld use it" 
t o the snido end bored attitudes . After finding out thc.t I was ddtling with a 
professional neuxosis { t:i.e A .D. "Ii th t he \'70rst bite bec 2me t::10 sv:eetest , ,1ost 
appreciative guy once he was retired ~nd app roached ~t home) , Pnd that my essay 
on "what ' s YJr ong with record cov ers" complete with co ver du.r,1.rnies to sell nyself 
only led to a new f a shion in reco!'d covers without selling myself e t e.11 --
I quit . 

:h1 our1c. out thE,t every snell sale or pub lic at ion I had vrn s sheer c~ccident; 
a fe\·1 prints to the :.:use1.un of =.-od.ern Art , ~ pr i nt or t,·10 in a huge show, a page 
or two i n En Amm a l , a funny story s,bou t road pictures in ?op . Photo , e Brazil 
portf olio in Infinity , even a one - man show a t tlie ~\rchitectur e l Lea;-;ue - which , 
beins in the Leag ue ' s dining ro om, was pre. c ti ce l ly invisibl e most of t he time . 
:'he l asli t:0.il'l,;' I did -- ~nd even g ot pa id for - - was 1,;n e.ssi gnment for a FeC:.eral 
_;;iroject on ro c.ds and h i l.,:1.ways in the city , in 1 66 . I c~1ose "tr1e George · .. asiington 
:i3ridge 1:md a.Jp ro ac'.le s , 6 ot more o.nd more invo lv ed , c:nd ended up ·with a :I0i.1Gric 
ep os of such ~...,ja: ~ proportions that it took deys to edit it down to 42 pictures . 
·rhis doesn't seem ri 6ht for the professional ap pr oach , so I ' r.1 l eft wit h out c reat 
hihpes for more of s~ne . 

·~· 
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In the meanwhile, the d~trkr oom he s che.ngea. from a cosy retre at into c. h ost:i/le , 
bc1.ck - bre ak ing sa l tmine . :.~iddle age and f,:;iiling eye si gi1t doesn't ex&ctly he l p urile: 
e ither . "I..;y pr int bo:ces ere overflovdn g , and v1r1 o \'Jan t s 9>1ot ogr" phy anyh ow ? '..i:'here 
•0 r e alm ost a s many photogr ep l}ers in t:.1i s country ~-s t:1ere E1·e c i tizens . 

So , eve r sir.. c e compl et i n5 r.1y l a st "j obt' , I' ve t _:._ken o.nother s.s.bb at i cc.l leave . 
:~ first one was in tn early siEties and v1ent into knit ed woollen hat s - -
became a rage with .:J:sr per's Bl-izaar and was a complete c onmerci~l flop -- t.1e 
present one g oes into mr..kins earrings from c ol orful pl 2stic b oxe s B-nd things , 
:1nd I 6.on't even try to sell them. ('.i1he l a st one a lso ,;ot int errupted by our 
movinc to ~rooklyn , snd my eett i n:::; dr owned in sp ~ckle _nd wull pc.int , not t o 
speak of floor ::,aint v1hic h I ce:n't get out ~~1txm ·±i :z$ from und er my 
:'in.gernails . ) 

'.:'he t ·oubl e is , I talked my hu sb and into buyins a most axpensive stainless 
steel sink , ::s± so I ' ll pr obabl y he ve to set b 2ck to )h oto graphy before l ong . 

r ot h in s \·.1r o115 n it :1 ~:c±:mg~~"< p~1oto gr .sphy , r.1ind y ou , but the re is so 
,.mch WORK invol ved .... :.. ':'lld 70:RK is a four letter Y.ord - - c.-.nd then ;:;ou 're stuck 
wit:1 t ons of pr i nts v1i1ich r.1&.ke 1.ovi.ng a ni ghtma re . md when you ' re e.mbitiou s, 
your eg o e;et s bD. she c. in a gu:t,:;ed market; a nd v1hen you ' re noncht.lnnt , you don ' t 
feel lik e print i.l'.I.G or se llin g or someth in g . 

No, I ' m no,; a pe s sim ist , c:nd I c.on ' t th ink in terr.1s of t:1at H"'ine poem ::..ny 
more . Bu t I re e lize t he.t g ood phot ocr2 ph s , r e not en ough to get you where ver you 
th ink you want t o go ; in add i t ion :.rou need sel:1..ing person a lity , the t bil i t y to 
fill a need vii thin ? li mited dsma nd , and lots of luck y co i ncidents . You cr n •t 
be a o~gaz i ne phot ogrephe r , if you ' re boret by 1Jac~zines - - l i ke I am. You c2n't 
-be a f e.shion ph ot ogrephe r , if ;:,·ou c;et sick of se venth Avenue - - like I do. You 
c ::n ' t be a successful por '\t!.ra i t :9lloto ,;rr,pher , i f ;;rou d on't belie ve in y0ople 's 
sel f i uace s -- li ke I don ' ·t . } ... "1.d s o fort:1 . And, of course , Jou can ' t be a phot o
crE1..li1er with jro f ound Mess age s , once :,-ou 'v 0 found there r ea ll y a r en ' t 2rry; I 1ve 
seen ~ !ld h0ard too mcny , [ nd "~i.ie;y 're "'11 ;faony ( sin ce1·i ty .:1ot\)i tnst Dnding) •••• 

o-o-o-0 - 0-0-o-o-o-o 

God he l p r:ie, ,=u .. )1 , I'v0 onded r1it:1"" sdrrc1on. :?l ee.se l ock it u.p c.1:d 
"on't s:10YJ -=-::iyoo ' y . Can't possi1)ly s..,:iand mor ti1;1e on edi t,in.:; c.11 t:1is , so pc t..se 
k: k over f or mo. - ~~ope t~1e pic tu.x-Js ~.~.ve '---·:-iv ed s£1:el y , ;"ill~ t:1-:t r.iy "Yi-ion s 
c.on't "ouz .fOU o - 01.: .. lo. lov,., ~o :u:.ve a fei;: invL ~::.o •• s f or st.: ... c:'l :ric.,nds , rv l a 
~ivos , :.:'ld. or;.8 :i..o:.. ·,:_-:; rmll . G-ree~inc.;s :Cro;:1 David • .And next tirae you're h:::r e , 
om: ..;lt.ce 1.:'il l b :reb..dy f o:r 1;. li tt l e com.fo rt 'betr,een ·~b £.ll et sessions - - am 
paintir...[; i t in a colorful r1s.y, like t:10 .i31;;atl es say . 

C-reetinss emd thanks , 

e.lias ••• vestal 



Hrs . A . Vestal 
715 Carroll Street 
Apdrtment i •. J· 
Brooklyn 
New York 
11215 

Uear Ann : 

March 8 , 1968 

At last I am back at the mubeurn, slowly collecting the 
pieces which were so widely scattered by my December 
debacle . I returned to find your show Vt.'ry popular arid 
as I mentioned before , the date of its closing has been 
moved forward to March 31 . 

I have had Rolwrt l'ottinEJer make in8tullation photo !r,raphs 
so that you may have some idea of how the exhibition looks . 
I wish you could have Leen here before its close . I am 
~cndi no; you a sf't of the photo,{raphs as well as a para~raph 
from the Daily News Panorama concern .u1g the exhibition . 
Don ' t be too disappointed by the reference to landscapes 
of the !idol*" \ est . 

'l'hc trip to N v: York I had plannt ?d to make in December I 
still have hopes of realizing in April . I trust I shall be 
ablf' to see you and David . 1 am very f.{ra Lf!ful for a 11 your 
efforts and patience : selfishly I can say it has been much 
to olU~ advanta~e to have your prints h . re . 

All good wishe s t . both Jf you and more soon . 

Sincerel y, 

Hu!!h l ciwnrds, Curator of l'i• oto .!!raphy . 



lJ r. Hu.gh Edwards, 
Photography Department, 
The Art Institute of Chicago, 

Dear Hu.gh, 

Ann ~reer/ A.Ves tal, 
715 Carroll street APt . 3.1. 
Brooklyn N.Y. 11215. 

June 18th, 1968. 

You.r letters are always such a pleasure. 

Not only is it still agreable with me, but I'll ~ too happy 
and proud to have sane pictures in your permanent collection. (Eight? Wow!) 
And yes , the price is correct.- Am touched. and encouraged by you.r remarks, and feel 
E!Ilboldened to make the following suggestion: if the committee's choice shou.ld 
differ from yours and leaves out some of you.r particular pets , please feel free 
to keep those too, any number, on a no-charge b~sis. I understand that "gifts" 
are suspect and not greatly velued in out age, even in museums; but I trust that 
you are immune to modern superstitions. It would please me; i couldn't hope for 
a better home for my work, and I would natu~ally use it for tax deduction f , upon 
receipt of official proof •••• Okay? 

The storage problem of the 18x22" mats won't faze me; after all, we've 
survived moving our lives' work last fall.- I wonder if Barbara Crane ever got a
round to making slides of some of my prints; she intended to when she met David 
in Washington, and I sent her the "go-aheadn through him . 

After April had come and gone (the original date of your last planned 
visit to New York) I felt like writing you~ "wh@t gives?" note , but w~s af raid 
it might sound like a hint abou.t the prints and would put additional pressure on 
you . You.r letter suggests that you had been playing down your illness in winter. 
And I've heard through the grapevine that you had to move after a fire (?) at your 
residential hotel . So it is really up to me to thank YOU for YOUR concern and pa
tience; not vice versa. 

I'll be happy to welcome you. back to New York, whenever you.r long-delayed 
visit materializes, but short of a miracle won't be able to show you. new work. 
Haven't been to the darkroom since early '67, and doubt that I could interest yO\l 
in my latest works of art : MOD earrings and plastic reading lamps, for own use. 
Brooklyn doesn't excite me visually, and I'm positively homesick for the Hudson 
River docks -- smog, stink, noise and all . But mainly I'm just stale. Your letter 
prodded me into looking at new contact sheets, but there it stopped. To start 
WORKING again I'll need at least a lion tamer with a whip. 

David sends his best regards; I send mine together with many thanks , and 
do let me know eventually (no htU'ryl if my suggestion is acceptable. And we're 
looking forward to your next visit here (terrib ~ town, but think of Lincoln 
Center). 

Sincerely, 




